SECTION 16 - COOPERATION, CONSOLIDATION AND ANNEXATION


Future growth and prosperity of the city is interlocked with that of Rushford Village and to a somewhat lesser extent with the city of Peterson.  Cooperation, annexation and consolidation should always be in mind as the relationships between these cities evolve.  The best interest of the entire community is always at stake as each of these governments go about their business.  Areas of cooperation are already at work, but differences between the cities must be resolved as they look to the future.

Cooperation:
Cooperation can be defined as the act of jointly working with others.  To successfully cooperate, a common goal must be identified.  The city is cooperating with Rushford Village and the city of Peterson on a variety of mutual public interests. 

The city presently is cooperating with Rushford Village on the following public services:
	Waste management: city negotiates rates and village shares in cost
	Cable television: city negotiates rates and shares cost with village
	Ambulance service: provided at the same rate as the city
	Fire protection: provided - share cost
	Police protection: provided - share cost
	Summer recreation programs: available to village residents
	Park and recreation facilities: available for village residents
	Swimming pool: available to village residents
	Senior center: open to village residents
	Tenborg Center: open to village residents
	City library: available to village residents
	Animal control: shared
	Zoning administrator: shared training costs

The city is presently negotiating with South Rushford for extended sanitary sewer.  It can be seen that there are already many areas where the city and village are cooperating.  Many other areas of cooperation could be explored including:
	Street construction and maintenance
	Electric service
	Sanitary sewer
	Storm sewer
	Water
	Procurement of city supplies
	Procurement of professional services

Consolidation:
Consolidation can be defined as "to unite or become united into one whole combined".  Consolidation between the city and village could be total or partial consolidation. Total consolidation would include consolidation of local governments and their boundaries.  Partial consolidation could consist of a consolidation of city staffs or departments.  The areas that have the greatest potential for consolidation are the areas that cooperation is already occurring.  The biggest concern of any consolidation is usually a fiscal one.  Fiscal savings and fairness can spur consolidation efforts.

Annexation:
Annexation is defined as "the incorporation of a land area into an existing community with a resulting change in boundaries of that community."  One of the main reasons for annexation is to prevent and control the haphazard development that is known as "urban sprawl".  Urban sprawl can cause or contribute to many problems including financial, environmental, aesthetic, public safety and health.  Annexation can allow efficiency in services, increased care for the environment as well as industrial and commercial development growth.

It is clear that cities can best provide public services and that planning for future growth is critical for this to be accomplished in the most cost-effective manner.  The city should encourage new developments to have a full range of city services as they are built.

Urban sprawl is the consequence of poorly planned and unregulated development.  The problems presented by such gradual or rapid growth include:

	Septic systems with long-term negative environmental effects
	Destruction or diminishing of the natural beauty of the area
	Inefficient and duplicated services with resulting higher costs
	Impeded industrial, commercial and residential growth
	Reduction of agricultural space and loss of contiguity of remaining agricultural land
	Increased travel time, vehicle cost and response time for services including police, fire and road maintenance

As the city looks at each of these issues, cooperation, consolidation and annexation, they must use proven planning methods and sound judgment as to what is best for the community as a whole.


The goal . . . what is best for the community.
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