REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 2010
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of additional supporting documents for items already on the agenda and a comment from Council member Bunke regarding the newsletter. Upon roll call all voted aye
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the April 12, 2010 meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the Special Aril 13, 2010 joint meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Hallum asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with the following speaking:

· Paul Peterson, representing Root River Community Church, discussed the requirement to blacktop the church parking lot.  He noted they had met with the Planning Commission and discussed their plan to complete lighting improvements this year and next year complete the hard surface of the parking lot.  Minutes from the Planning Commission attached indicate they recommended the Council accept the Church plan and grant them more time to complete the parking lot.  Peterson noted they would be having a congregational meeting on the issues, and that funding is their biggest concern at this time.  It was also noted that Pastor Enns would provide a letter for the files if this was acceptable.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to accept the Planning Commission recommendation to allow one more year, until 2011, for the completion of the parking lot.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The following notices were received:

· Notice of Arbor Day Proclamation for Friday 4/30/10 with planting of memorial tree at Creekside Park.
· Letter from the City to Senator Sharon Ropes requesting her support in the legislation to prevent any further revenue losses to Rushford as they develop the second supplemental budget bill.
· Notice of the quotations received for the demolition of the Lesser house at 104 West Winona Street.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to accept the low quote of Generation X at $2,495.00.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Roberton to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid thru 4/23/10.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Council member Bunke asked that general information on these reports be included for discussion in a council work session.
At this time a public hearing was opened for the Board of Appeal & Equalization allowing for the review of assessments of real property and personal property for the year 2010 assessment, 2011 payable.  County Assessor Cynthia Blagsvedt and Fred Horihan, Appraiser were present to answer questions or concerns from property owners.  They stressed that residents can call or come up to their office at any time with questions or concerns regarding their property values. A power point presentation was provided highlighting the following facts regarding this hearing:
· Able to appeal values or class of property; not tax questions
· Properties are reassessed every 5 years, either interior or exterior

· Use new construction permits and analyze sales; need 6 sales for valid sample

· MN State rules need ratio of 90-105%; state can adjust what County assesses

· Unable to change prior year; 2010 value for taxes payable 2011 is reviewed now

· 11 qualified residential sales in Rushford = 105% radio; 4 qualified commercial sales which is not enough for valid sample, so look at county wide

· Residential properties were reduced by 5% on base square foot rate

· Flooded land values were returned to 100% value on land; had been adjusted down50%; value on land is currently $2.25 per sq. ft.

Chris Wriggle, parcel 06.0486 questioned why the value had increased so much on a parcel that is land only.  Reviewing the records, it was shown the values to be the same for 2008 and 2009, but the assessors indicated those were probably reduced land values dues to the flood and 2010 increased that value.  They will check the 2007 record back at their office and correct any clerical error if found.

Walter Lee, parcel 06.0414 questioned why his value had increased last year (as he expected after the flood) but increased again this year.  He stated he has a 130 year old house and he is not unhappy with the amount of taxes he pays. Reviewing the records, it was shown the value had increased after the flood and the increase this year was the land value increase.

The Board of Zoning Appeals had met earlier this date to consider the request of Mark Rasmussen to construct a twin home with less than the required side and back yards at the vacant property of 106 S. Maple Street.  A 5’ north side yard variance, a 12’ south side yard variance and an 18’ back yard variance are requested.  The Board heard testimony from neighbors and family of neighboring property owners who were concerned with the height and size of the proposed building; feeling a single family structure would fit into the neighborhood much better.  The Board of Zoning Appeals had reviewed the requested variances and recommended to the Council that the request be denied; feeling the structure was too big for the lot and could possibly impair view and light of neighboring properties.  Mark Rasmussen discussed with the council that he has a buyer for one of the duplex units and that he realized the lot was small but there isn’t much market for a single family home at this time.  Neighbors again expressed their concern of the size of the structure, possibly devaluing their adjoining property.  Council member Roberton stated he felt any structure needing three variances was just too big for the property and made a Motion, seconded by Bunke to accept the Zoning Board of Appeals recommendation to deny the Rasmussen variance request.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Roberton, Bunke, Honsey, Hallum.  Voting no:  Dahl.  Motion carried.
John Stewart of BDM Engineering presented a power point presentation regarding the sale of potable water to City of Rushford Village.  Following input from Davy Engineering on behalf of CRV, Stewart had prepared information on the gallons requested by CRV and he prepared values associated with the City’s core system.  Stewart noted that setting a fee based on a meter size was not a valid method in this instance, but rather recommended using the City’s “real cost” of water as a base. The calculations included known capital costs and hard figures from 2009 O & M costs, with reductions for administration and infrastructure not used by CRV.  It was noted if CRV purchases 100% of the water needs for South Rushford, they will have quality water; but if they purchase 50% and blend with their own, they will just meet the minimum radium requirements but will still have issues with iron and manganese.  CRV must also make some decisions on piping size for fire protection purposes and they will be responsible for all costs related to connect their system to the City.  Any modifications to the City system should be the cost of CRV and the City will also require a backflow prevention valve and a meter on the city side of the river to be provided by CRV.  Stewart recommended offering the “real cost” of $41,544. for 6.57 million gallons of water per year and $21,017. for 3.29 million gallons of water per year and to update these figures each year.  Discussion was held on the need to set a maximum number of gallons per year and to be sure the amount charged is justifiable to city residents in relation to their rate.  Council member Bunke felt the City should offer a rate as a “take it or leave it” rate, seeing no reason to entertain gamesmanship.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to direct staff to prepare a resolution to offer CRV the above rate, which is 100% of the “real cost”, as outlined in the engineer’s report and to have those costs updated each year. The resolution shall also spell out the other requirements as discussed. Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Honsey, Dahl, Roberton, Hallum.  Voting No:  Bunke.  Motion carried.
Discussion was held on the 20th Annual Spring Clean-up flyer detailing hours of operation, costs for fees and items for disposal.  Council members indicated dates they would be available to work at the clean-up.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the arrangements and fees and detailed.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The 2010 Fee Schedule as presented at the last council meeting was again reviewed.  Prior to the flood, the water connection fee was scheduled to increase to $1,000.00 to be the same as the sewer connection fee.  That fee increase had been delayed due to the large number of homes needing to connect to city water.  Other fees discussed include temporary beer and liquor license fees.  The aquatic center fees were amended previously and the sign permit fee will be changed when the sign ordinance is finalized.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to amend the water connection fee effective October 1, 2010 and to amend the other fees listed effective immediately.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the quotations received for the installation of engineered rafters and steel roofing on the existing t-hangar building at the Municipal Airport.  Two quotes were submitted with a low quote of Bunke Const. LLC of $27,606.00 being submitted.  MDOT Dept. of Aeronautics has agreed to fund this project at a 50/50 cost sharing.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to accept the low quote for the t-hangar roofing project and forward the information to the State for preparation of grant agreement paperwork.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the reroofing of the arrival/departure building at the Municipal Airport.  STS (Sentence to Serve) labor will be used with the City purchasing the supplies after obtaining two quotations.  MDOT Dept. of Aeronautics has agreed to a 70/30 cost sharing on this project.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to obtain price quotations for materials and submit the information to the State for preparation of grant agreement paperwork.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2010-012 Resolution Acknowledging and Supporting Trails & Tourism and appointing Bunke to serve on the Advisory Committee. Susan Hart and Vern Bunke had presented information on the plans and goals of this initiative at earlier council meetings. It was also noted this resolution will be presented to both the City of Peterson and City of Rushford Village for their consideration.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A staff report was reviewed explaining the request of Habitat for Humanity to hold a special meeting Monday, May 3, 2010 for the purpose of considering the recommendations from the Board of Zoning Appeals hearing to be held earlier the same date.  Habitat has several other requests for waiver of fees and costs of utility laterals which they would like the Council to consider related to their twin-home project on Winona Street.   Habitat for Humanity has agreed to cover the cost of this special meeting as it will be held for their specific needs only.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to convene a special meeting 5/3/10 to consider the Habitat request.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted one opening remains on the Planning Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted:  Tree Board 5/6/10; Library Board 5/3/10; EDA 5/6/10; Airport Commission 5/17/10; Planning Commission 5/18/10; RME 5/19/10.  Minutes from the 4/20/10 Planning Commission meeting were provided for review.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the City; specifically LGA unallotment issues.
Council member Bunke noted the administrator’s newsletter is a good tool for providing information and stresses again the messages should be positive in nature. He also noted the comments regarding the Hoiland Mill venue were appreciated and we should also look for other facilities in the community that we can highlight.
Administrator Block reported on the status of the new emergency sirens and the testing of both the old and new.  Work remains to be completed to get all the sirens on the same radio frequency and all working together.  He also reported that the 2009 improvement project has revealed several problem areas on Steven’s Avenue where homes are linked together for sewer and/or water services.  Each residence will be required to come into compliance and correct the situation by installing individual service lines.
Mayor Hallum asked when the Community Center would be completed as the “Take Note” group would be willing to perform during a grand opening.  It was noted the planned completion date is by July 2010.

Motion by Robertson seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

April 2010 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.

                 ****************************************************

Following a brief recess, an informal work session was convened.

Public Works Director Jeff Copley provided council members a tour of the shop facilities and equipment and vehicle resources.
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