SECTION 5

DEMOGRAPHICS
CITY OF RUSHFORD

Rushford – Demographic Trends



As you will see in Figure 1, the historical population changes and the changes projected by the Minnesota State Demographer indicate that the City of Rushford has experienced, and will continue to experience, steady population growth.  In addition to the Rushford’s information, data was also collected for Rushford Village and the City of Peterson.  The data indicates that Rushford Village will experience a similar rate of growth to that of Rushford, while Peterson is expected to remain steady in its population.
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Another way to review the data is to compare the actual change in population among Rushford, Rushford Village and Peterson.  While Rushford does show some peaks and valleys in the population change from 1990 to 2007, it is expected that the trend will even out and the rate of change among the three cities will more closely mirror each other.
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Figure 3 compares the population growth in Rushford with that of Fillmore County, and the data indicates that the County was and is projected to grow slightly faster than the City of Rushford.


Figure 3





Figure 4 compares the percentage of population change Rushford compared with Minnesota, Fillmore County, Rushford Village and Peterson.  It appears that most of the jurisdictions experienced similar population changes, although they varied widely in degree, particularly from 1980 through 2006, except for Fillmore County.  The percent change in population ran counter to the other jurisdictions during this time.  Although, as noted before, the projections by the State Demographer will even out over the next years for the populations changes
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An analysis of the demographics for the City of Rushford indicates that the 35 to 44, 45 to 54 and the 55 to 59 age groups grew between the years 1990 to 2000.  The growth in these demographic age groups is to be expected with the aging baby-boomers.  Figure 5 illustrates this trend.


Figure 5


There was also an increase in the 75 to 84 and 85 and over age groups, but a decline in the 60 to 64 and a slight 65 to 74 age groups.  If you compare the Demographic trends in Rushford to the trends for Fillmore County and the State of Minnesota, which are shown in Figures 6 and 7, it is evident that the increase in population for the 35 to 44, 45 to 54 and the 55 to 59 age groups is part of a larger demographic trend.  However, Figures 6 and 7 also show increasing populations for most of the demographic groups over 35 years of age.
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Figure 7



Population Projections

One of the goals of the population analysis to project the city’s estimated population into the future in order to provide the community and its leaders useful information to plan for the city’s future needs.  An added dimension to this type of projection for the City is assessing the impact to the city’s population and future growth from the flood in August 2007.  Figure 8 represents an analysis and population projection account for the displacement of residents from the flood.  It is estimated that 20 households were displaced by the flood and are not currently residing in Rushford.  By taking this into account and estimating growth to varying degrees we can project the long term population impact.


Figure 8

Figure 8 shows four different population projections.  The first one is the population extrapolations from statewide projections from the Minnesota State Demographer’s office, and indicates a population growth of 2,252 by the year 2035.  The second projection is a revision of the Minnesota State Demographer’s projection based on the after flood impact.  As we noted above, there is a loss of 20 homes from the flood that may not be replaced, which translates into a loss of 54 people.  Even though we use the same extrapolation method that the State Demographer used, since we now have a lower base to start from the projection to 2035 is lower, at 2,198.

In order to discount the over-generalizing that can occur in utilizing statewide projections on a local level, two different assumptions were utilized to project the population growth in Rushford.  One utilizes an estimated 6 dwelling unit per year growth rate for the city and the send utilizes a 4-unit per year growth rate.  Both projections account for the permanent loss of 20 homes from the flood and are shown in Figure 8 above.  Based on a 6-unit per year growth rate, the estimated population by 2035 is 2,099 by 2035, and based on the 4-unit per year growth rate the estimated population is 1,975.  So, based on the four growth scenarios, the population by 2035 may be somewhere between 1,975 and 2,252, a range of 277 people.  However, it is felt that the best estimate for the City of Rushford’s situation is population projection based on the 6-dwelling units per year scenario and the estimated population of 2,198 by 2035.

Figure 9

It is interesting to note that while the projected population growth is not expected to reach the previously predicted potential by 2035, the projection of the number of households is much closer as shown in Figure 9.  From the highest to the lowest projection there is only a 29 unit difference.  This can be attributed to the fact that the population per household is declining and therefore it takes more housing units to generate the growth in population. 


As shown in the Land Use Chapter of the Comprehensive plan, it is important to note that because Rushford is landlocked as a political jurisdiction, being surrounded by Rushford Village, there is a finite amount of development that can occur.  Based on some assumptions about the density of future residential development, it is expected that the City of Rushford could add housing units on the existing vacant, undeveloped land to accommodate 855 more people.  This would raise the population to an estimated maximum of 2,600.

It should be noted that subsequent to the flooding that occurred in August 2007, the Greater Minnesota Housing Fund engaged Maxfield Research, Inc. to prepare “A Housing Needs Analysis”, March 2008, for the City of Rushford.  This analysis does estimate the impact of the flood on the population and number of housing units in the city that may not be immediately rebuilt, as well as population and household projections through 2015.  The document is included in the comprehensive plan as a reference.  The information contained in the analysis was utilized as one of a number of sources for the population and household projections for the City.  While the specific estimates of population and household loss after the flood and projections through 2015 vary somewhat from the estimates and projections in this chapter, they are well within accepted standards for a margin of error inherent in all such calculations.
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Pecentage Change in Population 1980 to 2035
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City of Rushford Demographics 1990 and 2000
Rushford 1990	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 to 84 years	85 years and over	114	112	108	97	65	216	192	101	61	81	172	127	39	Rushford 2000	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 to 84 years	85 years and over	100	102	113	108	87	180	221	214	82	47	164	171	107	Age Groups
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Fillmore County Age Distribution 1990 and 2000
Fillmore County 1990	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 and over	1493	1725	1639	1429	935	2763	2648	1944	967	1033	2084	2117	Fillmore County 2000	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 and over	1210	1488	1704	1636	953	2146	3149	2742	1101	899	1849	2245	Age Categories
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Minnesota Age Distribution 1990 and 2000
Minnesota 1990	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 years and over	336800	345840	313297	297609	316046	779743	666084	428460	173066	171220	294522	252412	Minnesota 2000	Under 5 years	5 to 9 years	10 to 14 years	15 to 19 years	20 to 24 years	25 to 34 years	35 to 44 years	45 to 54 years	55 to 59 years	60 to 64 years	65 to 74 years	75 years and over	329594	355894	374995	374362	322483	673138	824182	665696	226857	178012	295825	298441	Age Distribution Categories
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1990/2000




Rushford Population Change and Projection 1970 to 2035

Population-MN Demographer	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1881	1973	2064	2143	2200	2252	Population-MN Demographer After Flood Impact	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1827.123275862069	1919.123275862069	2010.123275862069	2089.123275862069	2146.123275862069	2198.123275862069	Population-6 Units Per Year	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1767.623275862069	1834.373275862069	1900.673275862069	1966.673275862069	2032.673275862069	2098.6732758620692	Population-4 Units Per Year	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1754.123275862069	1798.623275862069	1842.8232758620691	1886.8232758620691	1930.8232758620691	1974.8232758620691	Years
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Rushford Change and Projection 
in No. of Households 1970 to 2035
No. of Households	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	485	615	657	753.77777777777806	795.08928571428567	854.99999999999989	896.81818181818187	938.18181818181802	974.09090909090889	999.99999999999989	1023.6363636363635	MN Demographer After Flood	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	465	588	657	761	767.67241379310349	812.0547892720308	862.52731499418826	909.55804337650193	949.60148902821311	975.5105799373041	999.14694357366773	6 Units Per Year	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	465	588	657	761	767.67241379310349	765.67241379310349	842.0547892720308	892.52731499418826	939.55804337650193	979.60148902821311	1005.5105799373041	4 Units Per Year	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	465	588	657	761	767.67241379310349	774.67241379310349	819.17241379310349	863.37241379310331	907.37241379310331	951.37241379310331	995.37241379310331	Years

No. of Housholds



Rushford/Rushford Village/Peterson
Population from 1970 to 2035
Rushford	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1881	1973	2064	2143	2200	2252	Rushford Village	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	601	688	705	714	779	848	921	999	1070	1116	1160	Peterson	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	269	291	259	269	252	257	258	259	259	255	254	Years

Population



Rushford/Rushford Village/Peterson 
Population Change 1980 to 2035
Rushford	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	160	7	211	85	100	92	91	79	57	52	Rushford Village	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	87	17	9	65	69	73	78	71	46	44	Peterson	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	22	-32	10	-17	5	1	1	0	-4	-1	Years

Population



Fillmore County and City of Rushford 
Population Change 1970 to 2035
Fillmore County	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	19344	19314	20777	21122	21241	21960	22480	23000	23440	23640	23830	Rushford	1970	1980	1990	2000	2006	2010	2015	2020	2025	2030	2035	1318	1478	1485	1696	1781	1881	1973	2064	2143	2200	2252	Years

Population
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