REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MAY 10, 2010
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Roberton
Absent:  Council members Dahl and Bunke
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on the Creekside Park.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the April 26, 2010 council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Roberton to approve the May 3, 2010 special council meeting minutes as presented.

Mayor Hallum asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one wishing to speak at this time.

The following notices were received:

· Letter from Southern MN Initiative Foundation requesting continued partnership when considering next year’s budget.  This letter was also a thank you of past support.  SMIF has done a lot of good for this community and the City intends to continue the good working relationship with them.
· Letter of resignation from Heather Larson, giving notice of accepting other employment.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to reluctantly accept the letter of resignation.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Information was reviewed regarding the administrative assistant position description, selection criteria and guidelines to follow to fill the position.  The position will be posted internally for five days and then the job vacancy published in the local newspaper.  The point system for knowledge/experience; proficiency testing and oral interview was reviewed along with the proposed timeline.  
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report.
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report.

· Approval of April Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of April Police Dept. activity report

· Approval of April Public Works overtime/banked hours report.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Council member Roberton had a question on the fund summary budget to actual report; utility rates and how we rank with other communities, utility expenses and areas to cut without burdening another fund, conservation of energy efforts vs. reduction of revenues; all of which will be addressed further upon receiving presentation of the audit report and to be discussed at an upcoming council work 

Motion by Honsey seconded by Roberton approve Resolution 2010-014 acknowledging and accepting with thanks a donation from Labrador Home & Garden of two verigated Maple trees for the Rushford Parks.  The trees were planted on Arbor Day.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A recommendation was received the EDA from their 5/4/10 meeting that one water and one sewer connection fee for the Habitat for Humanity building ($300.00 and $1,000.00 respectively) be paid with EDA funds to encourage the housing project.  It is assumed the site for the Habitat Twin Home has one water and sewer hookup available from the previous building.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to transfer up to $1,300.00 from the EDA to cover the cost of connection fees.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the Bluff Country HRA, whose goal is to promote low to moderate income housing in the area and a possible donation to their efforts from the City.  The cost for installation of sewer and water lines from the main in the street to the Habitat twin home may be an expense Bluff Country HRA could assist with.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey that the EDA donate $750.00 to the Bluff Country HRA.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to reappoint Eric Arneson to a six year term on the EDA.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted one opening still remains on the Planning Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted:  Tree Board 5/6/10; Library Board 5/12/10; EDA 5/18/10; Airport Commission 5/17/10; Planning Commission 5/18/10; RME 5/19/10.  Minutes from the EDA meeting of 4/6/10 were provided for review.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the City.
Council member Roberton provided a list of recommendations from Peggi Redalen for improvements to Creekside Park.  Staff will review the suggestions and report back to the Council in June.  It was noted that limited manpower and funds are a constraint at this time.

It was noted there will be a special EDA meeting on May 18th to review options and receive legal opinions regarding loans that need help or are having problems.  

It was noted the City was recently awarded the designation of Tree City USA for the 10th year and tree planting events were held on Arbor Day with the help of the 4th grade class and American Legion Auxiliary.  Thank you letters were provided for Council to sign.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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