REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 2010
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Roberton
Excused:  Council member Honsey

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Council member Roberton asked if there was a reason to have citizen comments towards the end of the meeting.  Administrator Block noted other City’s standards had been reviewed with some not allowing for this, but many allowing for comment after the information and discussion have been presented on a topic.  It was noted there are standards for decorum and time limits for the citizen comment period.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve this agenda and for future council meetings to move the citizen comment period closer to the beginning of the meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the December 28, 2009, council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Wolter seconded by Johnson to approve the December 7, 2009, special council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The following communications were received:
· Thank you letter from Semcac’s RSVP Program acknowledge the City’s financial support of the RSVP program
· Notification of the DNR Trail Monitoring report of the Valley Crest Snowmobile Trails, noting 17 miles of new trail

· Notification from MDOT’s Office of Chief Counsel detailing possible access of private data about the City from their Master Vendor list

· Invitation from R-P School to attend the recognition of the district achieving the Q-Comp program and meeting with Commissioner of Education Seagren

· Letter from Southern MN Initiative Foundation recognizing the City’s financial support and assistance in helping build on the economic future for southern Minnesota
· Review of the City’s Personnel Policy and other policies with Council members reminded to return the individual acknowledgement forms

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items:
· Approve list of bills paid and to be paid and the accompanying fund summary report.
· Approve the December Police Dept. revenue and expenditure report as presented.
· Approve the December Police Activity report as presented with activity listed to date.
· Approve the Public Works Dept. overtime/ banked hours report as presented. 

· Approve Financial Statement and Investment Reports as presented.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the list of regular City Council meeting dates for 2010; typically the 2nd and 4th Monday’s of the month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.  It was noted the City will be holding a Board of Review on April 26th as Council Member Dahl’s certification of completing the Board of Appeal and Equalization Training had been activated.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to appoint Council member Dahl as the Acting Mayor in the event of absence of the Mayor.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Roberton, Bunke, Hallum  Abstaining:  Dahl.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the following Council appointments as liaison and/or voting members:

Planning Commission – Dahl; Airport Commission – Honsey; Library Board – Hallum; Economic Development Authority – Roberton & Bunke; Rushford Municipal Electric – Bunke; Tree Board – Honsey; Community Education – Hallum.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the various committee’s and openings for citizen volunteers. Notification will be given in the newspaper regarding position openings and urging interested citizens to complete the application form.  
Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton to reappoint Lyle Nelson to serve a three year term on the Planning Commission. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to reappoint Eric Arneson to serve a four year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to appoint Jim Wolter to serve a six year term on the Economic Development Authority.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to reappoint Mike Messenger to serve a two  year term on the Rushford Municipal Electric Commission.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to reappoint Jodell Henry to serve a three year term on the Tree Board.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton to approve the following annual appointments:  Health Officer – John Peterson, MD; Animal Control – Robert Brand; Forrester – Windy Block; Newspaper – Tri-County Publishing; Fire Marshall – Fire Chief; Emergency Operations Director – Windy Block.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the appointment of the Associated Bank as the primary bank depository and the Rushford State Bank as the secondary depository.  Council Member Roberton disclosed and acknowledging his financial interest as President of the Rushford State Bank.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dahl, Bunke, Hallum  Abstaining, Roberton.  Motion carried.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke  to set a public hearing for 1/25/10 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of receiving public input regarding the possibility of a $150,000.00 public subsidy for a firm called GFORCE Inc.  The EDA will be meeting 1/12/10 to develop their final recommendation on the matter.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor at this time asked if any citizens were present to address the Council.  Richard Holle stated he felt too much time had lapsed and he would like the Charter commission to finalize their work and present it to the Council for action and ultimately to go to a vote of the citizens.  Robert Highum congratulated the new council and hoped they would keep the city moving forward and help new businesses come to Rushford.  Highum felt the new council should provide a thank you to the outgoing council for their past work.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to provide a resolution of thanks to the outgoing Mayor and Council members for their past work, particularly during and following the flood.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted: Tree Board 2/04/10, Library Board 03/01/10, EDA 01/12/10, Airport Commission 01/18/10, Planning Commission 01/19/10, and RME 01/20/10. 
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the Council. 
Notification was received of the Southern Minnesota League of Municipalities meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 1/27/10 in Rochester.  Council members were encouraged to attend and notify staff for registration.

Administrator Block reported on the following:

· USDA staff continues to work with staff and the architect on the Library loan/grant application and we anticipate hearing the results of the application process shortly

· Attended an event this date in Rochester, sponsored by Senator Amy Klobachar with IBM, U of M, Mayo Hospitals and Rushford Hypersonic regarding jobs, innovative efforts and helping small communities main street business efforts

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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