Saving Energy with Trees
Working with the Sun

Broadleaf trees are nature’s energy savers.  They shade and cool homes in summer and when their leaves fall in the winter, warming sunlight streams through.  Best results generally come from trees planted to the east and west of the house, rather than to the south.

Trees planted on the east, west and northwest sides provide the best shade during morning and afternoon hours in summer, while minimizing unwanted winter shade.

For quickest shade, plant fast-growing trees close to the house, as well as slower-growing, longer-lived trees a short distance away.  The fast-growing trees can be removed after the more durable species have matured.

Plant trees or shrubs to shade air conditioning compressor units – it can increase cooling efficiency as much as 10%.

These tree tips brought to you by the Rushford Tree Board and the National Arbor Day Foundation.
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