REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 25, 2010

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton

Absent:  None
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda with the addition of an appointment to the Tree Board, renewal of sewer cleaning contract, letter from Rushford Hypersonic and discussion on the Administrator search process.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2010 council meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with the following person addressing the council:
· Terry Lesser discussed the possibility of developing a regulation-sized ice skating hockey rink, indicating some assistance might be required of the city for space, water or maintenance.  He had received positive interest from the R-P School and would look at obtaining donations or revenue through advertising to help support the effort.  He asked for permission to look into it further and see how much interest or support there was for the project.  The Council approved his efforts to explore options further and asked to be kept informed of his findings.

The following communications were received:
· Congratulations to public works employees on their recent water license certification:  Dave Howe Class C, Roger Knutson Class D

· Reminder of General Election, Tuesday November 2nd, 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at City Hall

· Notification of SEMLM annual membership meeting Monday 1/31/11 in Rochester

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of approval of payment of verified claims for the period ending 10/22/10 as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

At this time the Council conducted their annual review of the Snow Removal Policy, noting there were no amendments or additions recommended by Public Works at this time.  It was acknowledged that the Policy is reviewed and in place for the upcoming winter season.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the Mayor’s Proclamation indicating the week of October 25 – October 29, 2010 as Minnesota Manufacturer’s Week to honor:  JMW Enterprises Inc.; Riverbend Electronics, Ltd; Riverside Electronics Ltd; RiverStar Inc.; Rushford Hypersonic LLC; Connaughty Sales, Inc; Connaughty Industries Inc Mfg; and Rushford NanoElectro Chemical Company and applauding the part these manufacturers play in the economy and quality of life in our area.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

At the Special EDA meeting of 10/25/10, a recommendation was made to amend the contract for professional services agreement with Southeastern MN Development Corporation for an additional half day per week at an additional cost of $650.00 per month, effective 10/1/10 through the end of the fiscal year.  Council member Bunke noted that staff Joyce Iverson is doing a good job for the EDA and they recommended the additional time be approved.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Roberton to approve the contract amendment as detailed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Joyce Iverson reported on further activities of the EDA Special Meeting of 10/25/10, specifically recommending setting a public hearing for November 22, 2010, to consider an amendment to Rushford’s Business Subsidy Criteria to increase the maximum business subsidy allowed and on the same date hold a second public hearing to consider a loan request by GForce Ink Printing.  Current policy notes a loan over $75,000.00 is considered a business subsidy and a public hearing is required for requests over $150,000.00. This loan request would also be predicated upon the passage of the business subsidy criteria amendment. It was noted the EDA/Council subcommittee is meeting this week and the full EDA meeting Nov 1, 2010, to review and make recommendations on both of these issues.  Council approval to hold the hearings will, at this time, allow adequate time to publish notices; if the EDA recommendation after their 11/01/10 meeting is different, the public hearings can be cancelled.  

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to accept the EDA recommendation and authorize holding a public hearing on November 22, 2010, to consider amendments to the Business Subsidy Criteria and Revolving Loan Fund Guidelines.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to accept the EDA recommendation and authorize holding a public hearing on November 22, 2010, to consider  a request by GForce Ink for an additional $150,000.00 Business Subsidy Loan.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A letter to Roger Metz, EDA Chair, was reviewed from Rushford Hypersonsic President/CEO Dan Fox, stating Rushford Hypersonic has chosen to no longer pursue any assistance from the City of Rushford in the building of a new facility.  
Notification was received of an upcoming seminar, November 4th in Winona, sponsored by the 7 Rivers Region, “Forming a Competitive Region in the New Global Economy”, keynote speaker Richard C. Longworth.  Council and EDA members were encouraged to attend.
A volunteer application was reviewed from Deb Klungtvedt for service on the Tree Board.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the appointment of Klungtvedt to the Tree Board and thank her for her interest.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the renewal of the five year sewer maintenance contract with Municipal Pipe Tool Company.  Each year different sections of town receive scheduled maintenance/cleaning with prices outlined in the contract.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the contract renewal as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted one position appointments remain to be filled on the Tree Board and one on the Electric Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Tree Board 11/04/10; Library Board 11/01/10; Rushford EDA 11/01/10; Airport Commission 11/15/10; Planning Commission 10/26/10; RME 11/17/10.  
Updates were provided on the 2009 Improvement Project, noting landscaping and blacktop work is progressing.  It was also noted residents in the Brooklyn area are exploring options for improvements/enhancements to the small park on Rushford Avenue.  The levee corrective measures project is moving forward with engineers coordinating the property descriptions, easements, soil borings and so forth.  Barr Engineering is also coordinating with Yaggy Colby Associates on the bike trail expansion project on the dike system to share information and avoid duplication of effort.

Information was shared from the search process followed in 2005 for the hiring of a City Administrator.  Discussion was held on the process as detailed in the City personnel policy for a scoring system, elimination process and interview process to fill the position.  Discussion was held regarding the search team being comprised of the five council members, five citizens and city department heads.  Another alternative is to coordinate with a firm specializing in hiring administrative level positions. The position job description was approved as revised in 2005 and the position announcement will be posted with the League of MN Cities and area newspapers. Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the Administrator Search process as outlined and as followed in the past, with each council providing one citizen volunteer to serve.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held regarding the need to follow up with FEMA on pending reimbursement applications, pending projects and pending requests for clarification.  It was noted a large payment had recently been received on a water project.  Councilmember Roberton stated he had discussed with SEMDC hiring someone from their firm to assist in the efforts.  Clerk Zacher noted a lot of the paperwork needed to be filed is just pulling invoices, photocopying and connecting same to a FEMA work project.  As many of the larger issues are already in the FEMA system, making contact to get a final determination from them will be necessary. It was also noted that FEMA personnel has changed and makes it difficult to track between St. Paul and Chicago.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl that Roberton will check with SEMDC as to their cost to provide assistance and Zacher will make some phone calls/email contacts to try to get some clarification and/or answers on the pending projects.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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