REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2018
First item of business was for the Oath of Office to be administered to newly elected Council members Sally Ryman and Andrew Linder (each for a four year term) and re-elected Mayor Chris Hallum (for a two year term).
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell  to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of review of Resolution 2017-013 Micro Grant application.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the December 26, 2017, regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call Benson, O’Donnell and Hallum voted aye; Linder and Ryman abstained as they were not in office at the time.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following.  Prior to the vote, a brief purpose and summary of each report was provided by Clerk Zacher for the benefit of the new members:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 01/08/18
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Review of EDA Micro Grant spreadsheet

· Review of EDA/RLF Loan Fund Status Report

· Recap of Veteran’s Memorial Park 2016/2017 Activity

· Recap of building/zoning permits issued 2013-2017 & History since 1989

· Approval of Resolution 2018-013 Micro Grant application  from Visions Salon for matching funds of $198.00 for external and internal signage for the shop

Upon roll call all voted aye.

A memo was provided by Public Works Director Roger Knutson, recommending the advancement of Curt Courrier from Public Works Worker 2 to Public Works Worker 3 having obtained the licensures listed as a minimum requirement for the position.  Courrier has been employed on a full-time basis since March 2014 and has now passed his Class C Water, Class C Wastewater, CPO, Pesticide Operator’s License and maintains a CDL certification.  He currently is Grade 4/Step 4 and would advance to Grade 5/Step 3.  It was noted the licensures are required for him to be on call and conduct routine rounds/duties on weekends.  He is licensed, but operating under the guidance and supervision of more experienced employees who have obtained higher licenses.  As a refresher, council members were provided with the grade/step chart  from the job description evaluation process and all the Public Works descriptions from part-time thru worker 1,2,3, senior and public works director. Each position provides advancement with increased experience and licensing. Discussion was held on the job descriptions and requirements and methods of advancement.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to accept the recommendation to advance Courrier to Grade 5/ Step 3 effective December 12, 2017.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell, seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2018-001 Approving the Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the National Wild Turkey Foundation fund raising event to be held on February 24, 2018, at Stumpy’s Restaurant.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2018-002 Acknowledging with Thanks a donation of $500.00 from Moonyeen Holle for the Rushford Police Department for equipment purchases.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to take action and complete appropriate documentation regarding several flood loans and approve the following Resolutions 2018-003 thru 2018-010.  The following list represents the document that the five year term has been met, the 75% forgivable installment ($100,000.00) has been applied and the next installment #5 of 5 of the 20% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven leaving the forgivable balance at Zero.  Because the loan conditions have been met, the collateral assignments applied to the property affected by this loan may be removed.  It was noted the EDA will receive this same list at their 1/10/18 meeting:
Res                        
Loan Recipient              
 Date            Forgivable     

Balance

2018-003
5 of 5
Rushford Foods
    
1/11/18
$  86,329.48

$0.00


2018-004
5 of 5
Taggart-Valley Vet
    
1/14/18
$  35,601.80

$0.00

2018-005
5 of 5
Roy’s Small Engine
    
1/23/18
$    2,407.20

$0.00

2018-006
5 of 5
Ace Communications   
1/30/18
$  33,677.60

$0.00

2018-007
5 of 5
Hammell Equipment
    
1/11/18
$205,000.00

$0.00

2018-008
5 of 5
Stumpy’s Restaurant    
1/23/18
$  45,111.83

$0.00

2018-009
5 of 5
D & D Car Wash
    
1/11/18
$  12,500.80

$0.00

2018-010
5 of 5
Dennie & Shirley Darr 
1/11/18
$    8,288.60

$0.00








  
$428,917.31

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to adopt Resolution 2018-011 Acknowledging with Thanks a conation of $200.00 from Bill & Cheryl Seele, Ryan & Meagan Moellers & Family for the planting of a tree in Creekside Park in memory of Douglas P. Thompson; and to adopt Resolution 2018-012 Acknowledging with Thanks a donation of $200.00 from Carrie Seele & Robert Dale for the planting of a tree in Creekside Park in memory of Douglas P. Thompson.  It was noted Mr. Thompson, formerly of Rushford, was active in summer league baseball programs as a player and coach.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to adopt the dates for the 2018 calendar of regular meetings of the Rushford City Council.  The normal pattern is to meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each month with a 6:30 p.m. start time at the Rushford City Hall.  Variations were noted to accommodate the timing of certain official holidays.  The Council also made a decision to meet December 17th and not on December 24th.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to appoint Council member O’Donnell as the Acting Mayor, to preside at the meetings in the absence of the Mayor and during the absence or disability of the Mayor be Acting Mayor with full power as Mayor.  Motion by Hallum seconded by O’Donnell to appoint Council member Benson as the Acting Mayor.  Following some discussion it was determined there would be a tie vote on this matter and the deciding vote would belong to Council member Linder.  Linder at this time noted either nominee would serve well; choosing to flip a coin to make his decision.  At this time it was determined that Council member Benson would receive the majority of votes and be declared the Acting Mayor for 2018.  Motion carried.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the following appoint of City Councilors to the following boards and commissions as liaisons and/or voting members:

Planning Commission:  Jim O’Donnell
Airport Commission:  Chris Hallum
Library Board:  Jim O’Donnell

Rushford Municipal Electric:  Sally Ryman

Community Ed:  Terri Benson

Labor/Management:  Chris Hallum, Terri Benson

Trees/Trails/Parks:  Andrew Linder

Safety Committee:  Chris Hallum

Economic Development Authority:  Terri Benson, Sally Ryman

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the appointment of volunteer citizens to the boards and commissions listed below.  Existing incumbents whose terms are currently expired have been solicited as to their interest and have agreed to continue to serve:

Planning Commission:  Maynard LaFleur for a term ending January 2020

Planning Commission:  New applicant Tom Driscoll  for a term ending January 2019


Municipal Electric:  Pete LaFleur for a term ending January 2020

Zoning Board:  Sonja Cook for a term ending January 2021

Trees/Trails/park:  New applicant Vern Bunke for a term ending January 2020

It was noted one position remains on the Airport Commission and one on the Electric Commission.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the following annual appointments:

Health Officer/Ambulance Dept:  Chris Watras, MD, Winona Health

Animal Control:  Robert Brand  Primary Bank Depository:  Merchants Bank; Secondary, Rushford State Bank  Forrester & Emergency Operations Director:  Administrator Chladek

Newspaper:  Tri-County Record   Fire Marshall:  Fire Chief

Prosecuting Attorney Legal Services:  William Luhmann at same terms and prices as last year
Upon roll call all voted aye.
General Legal Services:  It was noted Attorney Chiglo stated he did not wish to renew services at the same terms and prices as last year, but did not have a proposal for Council to consider at this time.  This matter will be held over for a future council meeting.

Reports and Miscellaneous:
· SEMLM meeting January 31st in Stewartville – legislative issues will be discussed

· Project Fine – annual meeting in February

· State legislative efforts – need to promote the funding of Redevelopment Grants

· January 26th & 27th  New Council members Ryman and Linder will attend a league of MN Cities Conference for newly elected officials.  Other council members noted this was a good introduction and would provide them a lot of basic information to follow as a council person.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
January 8, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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