REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on the sale of the Elm Street (formerly HBC) building and letter from the Fillmore Soil & Water Conservation District.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded Honsey to approve the December 22, 2014 meeting minutes as presented with the correction of one typo error on a name.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no citizens present at this time.
Notification was received from the following: 

· SEMLM annual meeting scheduled for January 29th in Rochester; Councilmember Bunke stated he may be interested in attending.

· Fillmore Soil & Water Conservation District invitation to submit information and/or concerns regarding the Root River Watershed.  The MN board of Water & Soil Resources has chosen the Root River Watershed as a pilot area for the One Watershed, One Plan program.  This area includes six counties covering over 1.3 million acres.  A public information meeting will be held mid-March.

· Thank you letter received from Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) for the annual $1,000.00 contribution in support of area economic development efforts.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  01/12/15
· Questions were answered regarding the term of the Himlie land payment (7th of 25) and the billing for the Scada package update

· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Recap of building/zoning permits issued 2010-2014 along with an historical recap of permits from 1989-2014 by category and value
· Review of 2014/15 Fee Schedule noting some utility fees are already on a schedule for updating and aquatic center fees are typically reviewed on a seasonal basis

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Fire Chief Paul Corcoran, along with Chad Rasmussen and James Dailey attended the meeting regarding the annual department recommendations for officers, relief board members, meetings and events and training and seminar events:   Chief Paul Corcoran, 1st Asst. Chief Chad Rasmussen, 2nd Asst. Chief James Dailey, Training/Safety Officers:  Dennis Overland and Rich Smith, Maintenance Officers: Brent Johnson and Craig Hanson, Secretary/Finance:  Jeffrey O’Donnell.  Relief Officers  President Dave Lombard, Vice President Travis Skalet, Treasurer Jeffrey O’Donnell, Secretary Tim Diepenbrock, Trustee Mark Honsey and Nick Smith, Ex-Officio members Chief Corcoran, Mayor Hallum and City Clerk Zacher.  Meetings and events:  Organization meeting in January, Retired Firemen & Dinner meeting June, Rushford Days Activities July, Open House Fund Raiser Fall, Mill Rate Meeting with Townships August, Chief & Support Staff Convention October, Annual Dinner November.  On-going training includes Tri-County Firefighters Assoc., SE MN Firefighter’s Assoc., Riverland Community College training, various in-house training, emergency operations training.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the above appointments, meetings, events and training and to thank the department for all their efforts.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Chief Corcoran discussed the budgetary planning needed to enable the department to replace the turnout gear in 2017.  By that time the gear (jackets, pants, boots) will be 10 years old and by safety standards will need to be replaced.  Approximate cost will be $75,000.00 with the cost to be split between the general fire fund and the fire mill rate fund.  Helmets are being replaced this year.  
Paul Corcoran also presented information for the Rushford Ambulance Service on behalf of Director Lynn Humble.  It was noted there are 11 EMT’s and 4 EMR/Drivers on staff.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the appointment of the following Ambulance Officers:  Medical Director Dr. John Peterson, Director Lynn Humble, Assistant Director Dennis Overland, Training Officers Paul Corcoran, Maintenance Officer Curt Courrier, Finance Officer Dennis Overland and to express the Council’s appreciation for their service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

In other ambulance department updates, Corcoran noted the new ambulance rig will be coming sometime late summer and they are exploring ways to trade in/sell off the old ambulance.  He noted that new rules will designate only two designations for ambulance personnel; EMT’s (Emergency Medical Technicians) and EMR’s (Emergency Medical Responders).  All firemen will receive the extra training to become certified with training conducted by local instructors, but testing conducted by outside sources.  The Rushford Ambulance Service is always looking for persons interested in taking the EMT training.  Council member Bunke asked about ambulance rates and fee collection.  Clerk Zacher noted fee collection is very high with more people now being insured and Medicare rate of reimbursement being good for rural areas.  Rushford’s rates are one of the lowest in the area with the last increase being six years ago. The Ambulance Director and Clerk intended to bring information  back to the council at a later date with a recommendation for a rate increase to be more in line with area services and to receive maximum benefits from Medicare.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to establish the time and dates for the 2015 calendar of regular meetings of the Rushford City Council as attached.  The normal pattern has been to meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each month with a 6:30 p.m. start time at the Rushford City hall.  Some variations may be warranted to accommodate the timing of certain official holidays.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to appoint Council member Vern Bunke as the “Acting Mayor” for calendar year 2015.  This designee shall preside at the meetings of the Council in the absence of the Mayor and shall, during the absence of the Mayor from the City or during his disability, be Acting Mayor with full power as Mayor.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Hallum had made no changes for Council appointments to the various commissions/boards.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to renew the following Council appointments for 2015:  

Planning Commission and Labor/Management:  Bunke       Electric Commission and EDA:  Honsey            Airport Commission and Library Board:  Dahl                    EDA and Labor/Management:  Hallum

Community Ed and Trees/Parks:  Colbenson

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the appointment of Sherryl Brunner and Maynard LaFleur to each serve another three year term on the Planning Commission and to approve the appointment of Steve Thorson and Jeff Bunke to each serve another two year term on the Rushford Electric Commission and to approve the appointment of Heather Larson to serve another four year term on the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Thanks were extended to these citizens willing to continue to serve on these committees.  It was noted open positions remain on the Electric and Airport Commissions.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the annual appoint of the following person(s) or agencies to the positions as listed:  

Health Officer:  John Peterson, MD

 Animal Control:  Robert Brand 

Newspaper:  Tri-County Record                     Fire Marshall:  Fire Chief

Primary Bank Depository:  Merchants Bank;  Secondary, Rushford State Bank

Forrester & Emergency Operations Director:  Administrator Sarvi 

Attorney & Prosecuting Attorney:  contracts are in place thru December 2015 for Attorney Chiglo and Attorney Luhman.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council member Colbenson discussed his flower basket project and expenses.  He stated his costs run around $6,200.00 and he is requesting $3,800.00 from the City.  Colbenson stated he sells other flower baskets to put funds back into the account, but volunteers a lot of his time and effort.  Last year no funds were expended by the City as fewer baskets were able to be put up due to the street construction project.  Council members felt with the new street and new light poles, it was important to have the flower baskets back up this year, although it was not known for sure how many poles have the necessary brackets.  Colbenson also noted that last year flowers were not always watered over the weekend and were sometimes watered in the evening hours, both of which were not good for the plants and he would like that changed.  Clerk Zacher reported that the Rushford Lion’s Club requested some changes if they were to continue to provide the labor for the watering detail.  The Lion’s Club does not have the membership numbers they had in the past and their members are also at an age making it more difficult to perform this task.  For nearly 20 years they have been compensated $2,000.00 each year with those funds being channeled back into other worthwhile community projects and they feel that amount should increase.  They also have safety concerns with operating out of the back of a pickup and would like to see a different kind of vehicle that could enable one person to do the watering.  The City has always provided a truck/fuel, water tank/water, generator and equipment for the watering of the baskets.  Clerk Zacher also suggested the City not just pay for the materials and supplies to create the flower baskets, as those expenses are not necessarily only for the end product received by the City.  If additional baskets are made and sold, the City has no control over that or over those funds.  Colbenson noted he has a separate account at the bank for the flower fund;  but it was noted he, as an individual, is the only one in charge of the funds and the operations and he is not affiliated with any other group.  Zacher felt it would be more appropriate and transparent if the City were to contract to have a certain number of baskets provided at a certain dollar amount; noting that there may be other businesses or entities who might also wish to have the opportunity to provide this service to the City.  No further action was taken on this matter at this time.  A count will be made of how many baskets may be needed and the Lion’s Club member’s concerns must be addressed as well.
Updated charts and recommendations were provided for the proposed water schedule and rate change scheduled for a public hearing January 26th.  The purpose of this revision was to explore options for the tiered water rate structure that would not have such a dramatic effect on high water users.  The DNR Conservation Rate Schedule must have tiers that include higher rates for higher usage, but there is flexibility in how the tiers are configured.  The recommended option adjusts the rates so that the high end user may see an increase of around 10% vs. 23%.  It was noted that many commercial users will see a decrease because the base rate charge by meter size is being eliminated and the base rate will be the same for all customers at the current rate of $33.03 per month.  For those that use a lot of water, that savings might be offset by higher fees per gallon.  
Administrator Sarvi reported an offer had been made by Rush Creek Floral to purchase the building at 303 S. Elm Street for $40,000.00 and asking for time to conduct an inspection and review the title.  Colbenson thought the price was fair,  Dahl stated it would be good to get the property back on the tax rolls and Honsey stated it would be good to see a business back in the building.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to accept the purchase offer as presented.  It was noted further discussion may be needed if the purchaser requests any price reduction after inspection of the premises.  The City will have realty agent fees to pay and the normal closing costs for legal services and fees.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

January 12, 2015 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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