REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2020
The Oath of Office was administered by Clerk Zacher prior to the meeting.  Members elected November 2019 are as follows:  Mayor Terri Benson, Council member Jim O’Donnell, Council member Leigh Volkman

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the December 23, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· League of MN Cities Elected Leader’s Institute – Jan 24-25 Plymouth, MN  Council member Volkman will be attending
· League of MN Cities 2020 Legislative Conference March 18-19th
· Rochester Chamber Legislative event January 15th – Administrator Chladek to attend

· Hwy 30 Focus Group meeting with businesses persons January 15th 1:00-3:00 p.m. City Hall

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 01/13/20
· Approval of PWD Overtime and Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Financial Statement – Fund Summary Budget to Actual Year End
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report
· Approval of EDA/RLF Loan status spreadsheet

· Review of Micro Grant status spreadsheet

· Recap of building/zoning permits issued 2013-2019 and history since ‘89

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Fire Chief Chad Rasmussen appeared before the Council with recommendations for the 2020 Rushford Fire Department Officers, Relief Association Board members: Fire Dept.  Chief Chad Rasmussen, 1st Asst. Chief James Dailey, 2nd Asst. Chief Paul Corcoran, Training Officers Nick Smith & Tim Diepenbrock, Maintenance Officers Brent Johnson and Craig Hanson, Secretary/Finance Michael Evenson.  Relief Association President Nick Smith, vice president Nathan Peterson, Treasurer Paul Corcoran, Secretary Tim Diepenbrock, Trustee Nick Corcoran and Wayne Exe, Ex-Officio members Chief Rasmussen, Mayor Benson, Clerk/Treas. Zacher.  Rasmussen discussed on-going training needs of the department as well as planned events and meetings throughout the year.  He also noted there were no big truck purchases planned for the next few years; possibly the grass rig would be the next upgrade.  Funding plans are in place to insure adequate funds are in place when a truck purchase is necessary.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the appointments, meetings and trainings as listed.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Public Works Director, Roger Knutson, discussed with the Council the replacement of the ’96 Ford Tandem.  A memo provided earlier to the Council detailed the condition of the truck, the purpose/use for the truck and the plan to use the old truck while searching for an appropriate replacement.  Having made several successful purchases in the past of clean/used vehicles, the department was requesting authority to make an offer if a vehicle was found that works for their needs and fits within the budget.  Often private sellers do not want to wait for public works to get approval and will sell the vehicle. Discussion was held on the reluctance to give pre-approval for such a high dollar purchase. Further discussion was held on receiving greater detail on the  specifications of the type of replacement truck they are looking for.  No pre-approval authority was given, but methods will be explored to stream line the purchase process and in the meantime public works will continue to search for a replacement vehicle.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-001 Approving the Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the National Wild Turkey Foundation fund raising event to be held on Febraruy2 9, 2020 at the American Legion Club.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve  Resolution 2020-002 Sewer Rate Increase, Setting a Public Hearing for January 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. to consider implementing a 2% rate increase per REU per month over the next two years to cover the cost of increased operation and maintenance and to provide financial stability in the sewer utility fund.  The City of Rushford Village will also be sent a letter regarding the proposed rate increase for a 2% increase in their monthly fees.  It was  noted the City’s financial consultant had recommended this modest increase during the long term financial planning session held last year.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-003 Resolution Establishing Procedures Relating to Compliance with Reimbursement Bond Regulations under the Internal Revenue Code.  This resolution articulates the City intends to reimburse itself for the payment of expenditures for the 2022 Street & Utility Reconstruction Project/Highway 30, Stevens Avenue  W. Jessie St.  out bond proceeds for the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A recommendation was received from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to enter into a contract with System for Integrated Growth (SIG) with the Edward Lowe Foundation.  The contract allows the EDA to sponsor businesses to work with the foundation specialists with owners/staff of companies with 10-99 employees to provide best practices and data to better manage and grow a company.  The program will cost $4,125.00 plus setup fee.  Rushford Manufacturing, Mike Messenger and Ken Connaughty, have expressed an interest in these services and EDA members felt they would be a good match to see if the program would be beneficial for other entities as well.  It was noted there is no minimum hours committed by the City and the participants must be willing and will get out of it what they put into it.  The EDA will monitor the results.  Motion by O’Donnell, seconded by Volkman to enter into a contract with the Edward Lowe Foundation for the SIG Program.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Linder seconded by Ryman to establish the time and dates for the 2020 calendar of regular meetings of the Rushford City Council.  The normal meeting dates are the second and fourth Mondays of each month with a 6:30 p.m. starting time at the Rushford City Hall.  Some variations are warranted to accommodate the timing of certain Monday holidays.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to appoint Jim O’Donnell as the Acting Mayor.  This designation allows for the designee to preside at meetings in the absence of the Mayor and shall during the absence or disability of the Mayor, be acting Mayor with full power as Mayor.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Following discussion on the various commissions and boards, persons serving and duties involved there was a  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the following appointments:
Economic Development (EDA) – Benson & Ryman; Planning Commission – O’Donnell; Airport Commission – Linder; Library Board – O’Donnell; Electric Commission – Volkman; Trees/Trails/Parks – Linder;  Community Ed – Benson; Labor/Mgmt – Benson  & O’Donnell; Safety Committee – Benson.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman to approve the appointment of volunteer citizens to the respective boards and commission:  Planning Commission -  Jack O’Donnell and Maynard LaFleur, two open positions; Electric Commission – Peter LaFleur, one open position; Trees/Trails/Parks – Sara Siebenaler, Roger Colbenson.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Volkman seconded by Ryman to approve the following annual appointments:

Health Officer/Ambulance Dept. – Chris Watres, MD, Winona Health

Animal Control – Robert Brand      Newspaper – Tri-County Record  
Primary Bank Depository – Merchants Bank; Secondary – Rushford State Bank

Forrester & EOP – Administrator Chladek   Fire Marshall – Fire Chief Rasmussen

General Legal Services – Michael Flaherty of Flaherty & Hood

Prosecuting Attorney – Dwight Luhmann, Luhmann Law LLC

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 3 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 2 for Planning
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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