REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, FEBURARY 24, 2020
Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented with the addition two gambling resolutions and Acentek’s franchise/PEG notice.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the February 10, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, Monday 4/27/20 6:00 p.m.
· Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting handout

· Acentek notice of channel changes effective 3/1/20

· Highway 30 Downtown Focus Group Discussion Wed. Feb 26th 1-3 p.m.

· Acentek Monthly Summary of Video Revenues subject to franchise fee and PEG fee; January being the first month totaling $1,235.88; funds will be documented separately for future PEG equipment needs

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 02/24/20
· Approval of Resolution 2020-009 Supporting Infrastructure Accountability ; to be sent to legislators to encourage flexible  policies and greater resources in order to meet growing needs for city improvements; this would legalize  a possible tool to use in the future

Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Annual Water Report indicating gallons pumped, sold, accounted for and unaccounted for was provided for review.  The report is prepared in conjunction with the annual DNR Water Permit Report.  Clerk Zacher reviewed the sources and uses of water over a 27 year history and described the methods for recording and controlling the “other uses” of water within the City.  The DNR sets a goal that systems should have less than 10% unaccounted water losses:  Rushford is 9.5%; the DNR’s goal for residential gallons per capita demand should be less than 75:  Rushford is 39.707; the DNR’s goal for reduction in total per capital demand should be greater than 1.0%:  Rushford is 3.84; the DNR goal for total peaking factor should be less than 2.6:  Rushford is 1.916.  With the City correcting old and leaking water mains/services over the past years, with the automated meter reading capability of catching high water uses/leaks in a timely manner and with the timely repair of leaks when they do occur, Rushford will continue to have a good handle on the water usage and control of the system.
The Economic Development Authority (EDA) recommended adopting the revisions to the Micro Grant Program.  The revised policy includes organizations or individual as eligible for grant funding for downtown events, with some stipulations.  The intent is to encourage downtown events to benefit area businesses.  Motion by Linder seconded by Volkman to accept the recommendation of the EDA and approve the revised Micro Grant Program guidelines.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was also noted that the Rushford Community Foundation has committed $3,000.00 to help fund the August 2020 downtown music event.  They have also committed $1,000.00 to match the City’s share of micro grant funding to sponsor music events.

Discussion was held regarding the purchase of the private hangar building at the Rushford Airport owned by Daryl Thompson.  Resolution 2020-010 indicates the City’s intent to purchase the building at the appraised value of $55,000.00, subject to approval of State grant funding; likely to be 50/50.  The hangar building can be used for storage, as a rental unit or as a potential future FBO space.  Council member Linder felt a better price should be negotiated while Council member Volkman and O’Donnell both stated they thought the price was a fair/reasonable price for the building.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve Resolution 2020-010 stating the intent of the City to purchase the Thompson hangar building.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
Other airport updates included:  meeting held with LMCIT representative to review status of airport fire claim with insurance determining cost for building replacement; application was submitted to State, MN Dept. of Aeronautics to take advantage of emergency grant funding to cover costs to become operational after the fire; Mead & Hunt is working on plans/specification for runway crack sealing, seal coating as was detailed in the CIP plan as the FAA is moving up the timeline; work also continues on the electrical vault plans and specifications.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-011 Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for Hardwood Country Sportsmen’s Club to hold a fundraising activity at Nordic Lanes on April 4, 2020; and Resolution 2020-012 Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for Hardwood Country Sportsmen’s Club to hold a fundraising activity at Nordic Lanes on April 25, 2020.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
General discussion was held on the recent Conditional Use Permit process for the Well House Ministry Application.  Following guidance from the City Attorney, the Board of Zoning Appeals & Adjustments completed their review and memorialized their findings in resolution format.  
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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