REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 26, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Resolution 2018-027.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the February 12, 2018, regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.

The following notices and communication were reviewed:

· Notification from MN Pollution Control Agency that the City of Rushford is a recipient of the 2017 Wastewater Treatment Facility Operational Award.  Permittees are rated for compliance, certification, effluent limits, monthly and annual reporting and lack of enforcement actions.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 02/26/18
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report for January
· Approval of Resolution 2018-018 Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Shawnee’s Bar & Grill to accompany their application and fee to the State of MN

· Approval of Resolution 2018-027 Resolution approving State of MN Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Rushford on Behalf of its City Attorney and Police Department; including a Joint Powers Agreement and a Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement
Upon roll call all voted aye

A recommendation was received from the Board of Zoning Appeals regarding a public hearing held earlier this date to consider the request of Gerald Drazkowski for a Conditional Use Permit to operate  a home-based business at 713 Johnson Court.  The business is Drazkowski Heating & Cooling, LLC, to maintain the site for office space for a sole proprietorship until such time as he expands into a more permanent commercial property; no customer traffic and no goods or services sold from the residence.  Minutes were provided from the Board indicating they had discussed the neighborhood and the nature of the business which did not appear to have a detrimental effect on the neighborhood nor would it impede the normal activity.  The Board recommended approving the Conditional Use Permit for the home-based business with a review after two years if there are any questions or areas of concern.   Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the Board of Zoning Appeals and grant the Conditional Use Permit for Drazkowski Heating & Cooling, LLC with a two-year review.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Clerk Zacher provided a short update on the number of CUP’s for home-based businesses granted by the City and those who have moved away and those who are still in business.
Roger Knutson, Public Works Director, and Dave Lombard, Senior Maintenance, attended the meeting to review their memo recommending the purchase of a used tractor for mowing, spraying and other needs.  The memo detailed the proposed equipment purpose and price along with detail on existing equipment, uses and history. Having two tractors available allows for mowing twice as much area at one time and/or allows for one to mow and one to be used for spraying; saving time in changing equipment and allowing for scheduling around bad weather, special events, holidays and projects.   It was noted Public Works has a history of finding good, used pieces of equipment that have performed well and saved considerable time, effort  and funding.  PWD has found a Ford #7610 Tractor, 82 hp with 3,750 hours, with cab, heater and a/c, and have inspected and driven it.  The price of $14,600.00 would be paid mainly from the Capital Projects mower budget and partially from the Airport Fund, which will be paid back through O&M funding for manpower and equipment reimbursement.  Considerable time was spent discussing the proposed purchase, the additional mowing planned for the business park and airport and the desire to be efficient and effective with both manpower and machine use.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to accept the recommendation from Public Works and purchase the Ford 7610 Tractor at the price of $14,600.00 as detailed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Brian Krenz, Director SE MN Historic Bluff Country, attended the meeting to discuss services provided and the request for a partnership agreement.  Krenz noted that since his last visit to this Council the HBC Board had reviewed their obstacles and goals and how best to adapt and implement those goals.  He noted the various methods to be used to bring people to this area; Facebook promotions, radio advertisements, and web page promotions as a means to promote the scenic byway, promote community events, target audiences for events as well as the scenic beauty of the area.  Krenz noted they have received Explore MN grant funding to help promote outside the State, and get people off of the Interstates and into our area.  It was noted improvements have been made to their web site but that work still needs to be done and aspects refined.  Council member Benson asked about HBC promoting quite heavily some Cities who are not members, having difficulty determining what the HBC focus is, and wondering if lower introductory rates would entice more businesses to become members.  Council member Ryman noted they should be showing/promoting the entire Scenic Byway and promoting that “byway” aspect.  Krenz noted their promotions would include targeting events women would enjoy; stressing the beauty and nature of the area as a “get-away”; targeting “boys with toys” and putting whatever information a member community would like on their web page.  It was noted HBC’s annual meeting is coming up 3/15/18 at Stumpy’s Restaurant and they would welcome more input.  Krenz noted at this time HBC is looking for a commitment from the City to continue membership with HBC, which at this time is an annual fee of $1,500.00.  Council member O’Donnell noted the City had been part of HBC from the beginning and he sees considerable improvement lately and is not quite ready to give up on them.  Council member Benson noted again the exposure that HBC gives to members vs non-members should be addressed and that members needed to be treated with respect.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to continue membership with SE MN Historic Bluff Country and continue to work on ways to improve, receiving periodic reports on that progress.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  O’Donnell, Ryman, Hallum, Linder.  Voting no:  Benson.  Motion carried.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2018-026 a Resolution requesting a variance from standard for State Aid Operation for Project No. S.A.P. 023-600-008.  This variance paperwork has been prepared by Bolton-Menk Engineering in order for the City to meet the terms of the canoe launch road funding to meet MDOT design standards.  The standard which cannot be met relates to the vertical curve in the new road as it crosses the levee system, which will meet a 10 mph design vs the 30 mph design standard from MDOT.  The reason for deviation is to minimize the amount of fill needed to build the new road and stay within Corps of Engineer standards for the levee, flood storage area.   Bolton-Menk will also coordinated needed approvals from the Fillmore County engineer’s office for this project.  It was noted that Corps of Engineer’s approval is still required for this project before work can begin.  Public Works has cleared the site of trees and stumps, but must now wait for the other entities to finalize their approval process.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· 40 ash trees have been taken down to date; with Norby Tree Service providing the low quote to remove the four large trees on Money Creek St.
· Sentence to Serve (STS) personnel are currently working on removing trees identified by the recent FAA inspection at the airport

· It was noted the public access channel for Acentek users has been working, although some glitches in the system are still being worked out.  Council member Linder commented he was asked by Mediacom subscribers why they were not able to view any of the public access channel information.  Those residents will have to check with Mediacom to see if they intend to connect to or provide any linkage to the access channel.

· It was noted the Library Board has changed their regular meetings to be the 2nd Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. (every other month; Jan, Mar, May, July, Sept, Nov.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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