REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2020
Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the February 24, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with Steve Highum wishing to discuss activity by the FFA alumni.  Highum stated they had been discussing signage with MDOT to be allowed to place a 12x12 sign with FFA emblem on the population sign post stating “Proud FFA Community”.  Highum stated they were told no permit was required by MDOT as long as there was one of the sign posts open for others to use and as long as the City had no objection. 
The following notices were reviewed:

· CGMC Legislative Action Day, March 11th, City Administrator Chladek will attend
· 2020 Census Timeline  flyer – citizens should start receiving forms in the mail soon
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 03/09/20
· Approval of PWD Overtime and Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Financial Statement

· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report
· Approval of EDA/RLF Loan status spreadsheet
· Update on EDA/RLF & Flood Loan Accounts for 2019:  
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk provided an update on the Highway 30 project scheduled for 2022.  Richard Augustine of MDOT also attended to add information and answer questions.  Several meetings had been held in the past three months to gather public input from the downtown business owners and the homeowners affected by the project.  Citizens were informed of state and federal requirements on the potential designs.  At this time Olinger was looking for concurrence from the Council on some of the proposed plans.  Highlights of the areas discussed included the following:
· Cooperative agreement in place with the State to share costs; completed September 2019
· Projected cost $4,980,786.  With state share 56% and city share 44%; City has already factored a $2.2 million budget into the capital improvement plan
· State covers two - 12’ asphalt lanes, curb/gutter and sidewalk; parking lanes 90%
· Oversizing of the street would be 100% extra cost to city

· City pays for remaining street area, 100% of sewer, 100% of water 

· Storm water is split 95% State, 5% City

· Private outwalk areas are included in assessment to benefited property

· Following City Assessment Policy for benefited property owners; utility improvements will be per each basis for sewer and for water and frontage basis for the surface improvements.  Only the City’s share of the project is assessable; assessments will be determined after bid letting 
· Further discussion on assessments after Feasibility Report is completed; assessments are coming out lower or on par with the 2019 project assessments

· Residential sidewalk areas normally 5’ wide; business area max is 14’ for State to cover

· State will contribute up to 2% for aesthetic improvements could include updated lighting, landscaping, etc.
· Decorative lighting design will be same as Hwy 43 lighting but will potentially only go from Hwy 43 west to the intersection of Stevens Ave/Jessie St.;  “regular” street light poles will continue in the residential area

· Street lighting spacing would be determined by lighting study and all lighting heads would be upgraded to energy efficient/LED lighting

· State has landscape grant for highways (City has had several of these for Hwy 43); discussion about rolling the landscaping work into the overall project

· Must meet ADA accessibility standards for sidewalk areas

· Downtown streets range from 54’ to 60’; north side sidewalk does not meet ADA standards of minimum of 10’; also issue with parking lot and overhang of front of cars
· MDOT studies show narrowing streets slows traffic and makes areas safer for pedestrians

· Downtown business folks wanted wider street for bike traffic but to make building fronts be ADA accessible and have appropriate sidewalk width, street would have to be 48’ wide (not 54’)

· 48’ would give two 12’ driving lanes and two 12’ parking lanes; MDOT would pay their share on the 48’ width, that is their max allowable
· Bumpouts have benefits and drawbacks; downtown businesses do not want them; in order to meet ADA corner requirements, may have to incorporate bumpout space

· Engineers looked at truck turning movements and could size the bump outs and line them up to make turning easier; does not affect parking on Elm St.

· Bumpouts are a design issue – not really an issue of cost

· Residential areas are currently 4-8’ wider than normal 

· Roadway could be two 12’ driving lanes and two 8’ parking lanes; MDOT plow drivers are comfortable with 40’ street width

· Discussion held on more sidewalks in the residential area; north side has problems being too steep, south side has problems being too low; north side has retaining walls and if more sidewalks go in, would need more retaining walls (extra cost of $100,000-$200,000.); if extend sidewalks on south side cost estimate is $30,000.; could be an issue with space between road, new sidewalk and people’s homes and driveways
· If extend sidewalk on south side and keep existing on north side - would have three crosswalk areas; Stevens Ave/Jessie St; Bluffview Road/Stevens Ave; Southview Court/Stevens Ave.
· Discussion on drainage issues on south side which might be corrected with all the new storm water lines, but could be impacted if sidewalks and driveways are changed
After considerable discussion on these issues, the Council reached a consensus for the City preferred geometric design elements as follows:  

· Downtown street width 48’ with 12’ driving lanes and 12’ parking lanes

· Sidewalk width to be 10’ on the north side and 12’ on the south side

· Elm St. bumpouts are Not Preferred

· Residential area street width to be 40’ with 12’ driving lanes and 8’ parking lanes

· Sidewalk extension is preferred on the south side of the street
Olinger will take this information and continue with the feasibility report with further public hearings to be scheduled around June.
Olinger provided an update on the Flood Study undertaken for certain properties that were newly mapped by FEMA as being in the flood plain.  Property owners had contracted with Bolton & Menk to conduct elevation and hydraulic studies to prepare either Letter of Map Amendments (LOMA) or Letter of Map Revisions (LOMR).  The studies to date have shown there are, unfortunately, some properties that cannot be removed from the flood plain and further studies would not be warranted.  The remaining property owners will need to decide if they will join together to pay the engineering fees to complete the LOMR paperwork with FEMA.  Olinger noted FEMA will take 45 days to review the request and there is no reason to believe they will not accept the findings of the engineer’s hydraulic studies.  Property owners who signed up for the engineering study have agreed to reimburse the City the costs incurred.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve Task Order 2017-3 Professional Services Contract with Mead & Hunt, Inc. for services for design and construction administration services for the airport pavement improvement project at the Rushford Municipal Airport.  The runway, apron and taxiways are showing signs of minor to severe cracking and rutting and are severely weathered.  Some areas will need to be totally reconstructed and some areas will include crack routing, sealing and seal coating.  This project was identified on the Capital Improvement Program and funding will be provided at 90% Federal, 5% State and 5% City.  It is anticipated the project would be let for construction this spring.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to adopt Resolution 2020-013 Acknowledging with thanks a $500.00 donation from the Rushford-Peterson Booster Club for the summer children’s reading program at the Rushford Public Library.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2020-014 Acknowledging with thanks a $3,000.00 collaboration grant from the Southern MN Initiation Foundation (SMIF)/Rushford Community Foundation (RCF) Flood Relief Funding towards the replacement of the City Hall generator.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Volkman seconded by Linder to adopt Resolution 2020-015 Acknowledging with thanks a $250.00 donation from the Valley Crest Riders, Inc. for the summer children’s reading program at the Rushford Pubic Library.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Linder seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2020-016 Acknowledging with thanks a donation from the Rushford Lions Club of shelving and work surface counter tops for the Rushford Public Library; Lions Club members provided all the labor and covered the $300.00 cost of materials for the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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