REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2014
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Colbenson, Bunke, Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of an appointment to the EDA, and issuance of a tobacco license.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2014 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present who wished to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Notification from Mediacom regarding channel changes
· Notification from Fillmore County Zoning regarding Zoning Amendment regarding language on water bottling

· Notification from SEMLM regarding their spring meeting Wednesday 4/30/14

· Trail Towns meeting updates

· MN Rural Water and LMCIT bulletin regarding frozen water and sewer lines

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 03/24/14

· Approval of Resolution 2014-031 Temporary Liquor License to the Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce for the Expo Culinaria wine and beer tasting event
· Approval of the application for tobacco license for the Family Dollar, Inc. #10573 for the period of April – December 2014

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Police Chief Adam Eide attended the meeting discussing his attendance at a Crime Prevention Seminar sponsored by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.  The four days of training included a variety of plans, ideas and programs that can be implemented in a community.  Some programs were designed for large cities, but portions can also fit for smaller cities.  Areas include physical safety issues for residential and businesses occupants; theft of merchandise, bad checks, scams of the elderly and so forth.  Training sessions and presentations can inform citizens how they can better be the eyes and ears of the department.  Chief Eide also reported the 2014 Chevy Caprice will be delivered after the police conference in April as it is being used as a demo model at the conference.  This has afforded the department the opportunity to receive extra equipment such as a video camera at no cost.  The 2007 Tahoe has been stripped out and will be ready to sell soon.
Marie Botcher attended the meeting representing the Rushford Peterson Valley Farmer’s Market group which is making plans for their second year of operation.  The group will now be members of the MN Farmer’s Market Association which will provide assistance and information.   The Farmer’s Market Rules and Regulations were provided which detailed the vendor application process and other events and activities planned.  The market is scheduled to run each Wednesday from 4-7 p.m. at Creekside Park from May 7th to October 1st.   The Market hopes to help mitigate the impact of the Highway 43 project with ongoing events for customers of the downtown businesses and the market.  It was noted the Market has an active and informational Face Book Page and a link for information will be placed on the City’s website.  The Council expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the Farmer’s Market and supported their continued activities.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2014-030 Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering the Advertisement of Bids for the 2014 Municipal Improvement Project/Mill Street Reconstruction Project, contingent upon approval of same by the Minnesota Highway Department.  Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering and Public Works Director Jeff Copley were present to provide more information. The final review of plans is at the State level and after bids are opened,  MDOT will still have to approve awarding the bids.  The bid package has been fine tuned to remove some areas of work such as electrical and tree work, which the City will take care of in separate projects.  A pre-bid meeting will be held with potential contractors to review specifics of the project and answer questions.  An agreement with the State will also have to be signed after details have been reviewed.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
DeFrang and Copley next discussed the Corps of Engineer’s Levee Inspection report as reviewed at the December 9, 2013 meeting.  The Corps has updated the maintenance issues and areas which need to be addressed, requesting a timeline for expected completion.  A meeting is being scheduled with the Corps to review the categories of work and the timeline for both the City and the Corps to complete their respective tasks.  Otomo Engineering will need to develop a task organization sheet and in some cases plans and specifications for areas of work that must be contracted out.  The City will need to work with Corps on the “unacceptable” items and show that we are making progress – knowing that some of this maintenance work is ongoing and will never be completed.  One major area of concern is the survey work needed to establish right-of-way for properties to conduct levee maintenance work as not all proper paperwork was filed in the late 60’s when the levee was constructed.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to authorize Otomo Engineering to continue working with the Corps of Engineers and develop a task list and help determine those areas that need to be contracted out; and to enter into an agreement with Blumentritt Land Surveying to provide survey services to establish right-of-way at a cost of $19,650.00.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Homeland Security/FEMA has indicated the levee recertification is complete, but has indicated concerns on certain areas of interior flooding.  Rainfall model standards have changed and now the Corps of Engineers indicates that certain elevation issues may be need to be resolved or additional pumps provided or mitigation conducted on some properties.  Barr Engineering will review the situation to see what the issues might be and how they may be resolved.  

Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the appointment of Sonja Cook to serve on the Board of Zoning Appeals for a four year term.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to approve the appointment of Peter Enns to serve on the Rushford Economic Development Authority (EDA) to fill the existing vacant term.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted an opening exists on the Electric Commission and several seats on the Trees/Parks/Trails Board.

Council member Colbenson reported he had attended the R/P Community Ed meeting where they expressed concern on the impact of the Highway 43 project.  

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
March 24, 2014 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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