REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the March 11, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  No one was present wish to be heard at this time.
The following notices were reviewed:
· Fillmore County Zoning notice on Solar Energy systems; it was noted the City has a solar energy ordinance in place and the two will be compared

· Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) “Love where you Live” Campaign; April 25th Networking event scheduled in Spring Valley
· Sexual Assault Awareness Month/Teal Ribbons displaced in April to foster continued awareness of sexual assault and resources available to victims

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 3/25/19
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Two Notices of Hearing were provided for review, copies sent to the property owners, affidavit of mailing and purpose of the hearings:


1.  Consideration of receiving information regarding the assessments as calculated for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project:  E. Grove St., Walnut St. N. Burr Oak St. and to receive testimony from any interested public parties.


2.  Consideration of receiving information regarding the assessments as calculated for the 2019 Street Improvement Project:  Lamplighters Lane and to receive testimony from any interested public parties.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to open the public hearing on the Grove St., Walnut St. and N. Burr Oak St. project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk was present to provide a brief presentation of the scope of work and determination of parcel assessments for each of the above areas.  Olinger provided a recap of the timeline of planning for the project, and summary of the improvements to be made to street, water, wastewater, storm water, sidewalks, driveways and services. The undersized and deteriorating water and sewer lines will be replaced along with individual services for each property.  Storm sewer will have more inlets, provide more capacity and alleviate some flooding situations.  The water and sewer assessments will be a flat fee for service for each benefited property and the street assessment will be $60.36 per lineal foot.  These proposed assessments were actually reduced by about 11% after the bids were received.  Discussion was held on the past neighborhood meetings and one more scheduled for mid-April after the walk through with the contractor.  Discussion will be held with the contractor to see if he will be able to install individual service lines if a homeowner were to request that service.  Homeowners are responsible for their own service lines from the house to the connection and camera work will be done during construction to determine the condition of those lateral lines.  A resident project representative (RPR) from Bolton & Menk will be the source for residents to bring forward any issues or concerns once construction has started.  Homeowners will be updated by newsletter, website notices and/or emails regarding the various stages of the project.  The project is expected to start in May with substantial completion by September, with one final asphalt lift scheduled for 2020.  Discussion was held on assessment payment options for the homeowners, ranging from full payment with no interest, partial payment with remaining amount placed on the assessment rolls or having the entire amount placed on the assessment rolls.  The terms will be ten years at 3.5% interest.  Residents at the meeting had several questions which were addressed during the hearing.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to open the public hearing on the Lamplighters Lane project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  There were no residents present from this area.  Olinger provided detail on the street work and trench drain which will be installed.  Given the difficult terrain of this project, once it is started, it must be finished quickly to stay ahead of weather and be the least inconvenient for the two families.  The assessment for this project was determined by an area method, but will remain at the same percentage as the Grove St. project assessment.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2019-029 Adopting Assessments for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project, E. Grove St., Walnut St. and N. Burr Oak St. as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve Resolution 219-030 Adopting Assessments for the 2019 Street Improvement Project Lamplighters Lane as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve Resolution 2019-028 Approving the Application to the State of MN Dept. of Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation Grant Program to construct a paved trail to connect an existing trail to the R-P School site, athletic complex, aquatic center area and the Root River State Trail.  Letters of support from R-P School and various civic entities are included in the application packet.  If the grant is successful, the City and R-P School will share the matching cash requirement.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve Resolution 2019-032 Approving the Application to the State of MN, Dept. of Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation Grant Program to construct a new public canoe launch on the north bank of the Root River, east of Hwy 43.  The City currently has secured a grant the construction of the access road, awaiting approval by the Corps of Engineers.  This is a 50/50 grant for the construction of a rustic launch area and parking lot, acknowledging that silting is the biggest issue during high water events.  Public Works employees have done a lot of site preparation work and will be able to continue to provide manpower and equipment for this project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The next item of business was to consider approving actions as recommended aby the Airport Commission:

1.  Increase fuel management flow fee to $.15/gal beginning April 1st with review in January 2020.  The business plan submitted for the fueling system when the City was awarded grant funding from the FAA and State called for increasing flow fees.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the recommendation to increase the flow fee to $.15/gal.  Upon roll call all voted aye.


2.  Hangar Area Pavement Improvements, Task Order #2017-1 for Mead & Hunt for the design and construction of the improvement to be funded by a 75/25 State Grant.  The project involves correction of a bituminous area which has shifted due to freeze/thaw issues and creating problems for east-side hangar users. This project has been planned for some time, awaiting adequate funding opportunities at the State level.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the Task Order and preparation of plans for the repair project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted the R-P School Board is intending to obtain a second request for proposals (RFP) for the R-P High School building site.  RFP’s are due to the School by June 3rd and on June 17th the Board will vote on proposals received.  It was stated the Board had received feedback for them to explore more options and had received inquiries by other individuals interested in purchasing the building and properties.   There was some confusion that the R-P School required another proposal from the City.  Superintendent Ehler had stated the City’s original “Plan B” provided to the School Board several months ago is still in place.  
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· Special EDA meeting is scheduled to discuss the Litscher loan(s) request

· Electric Commission is moving forward on plans/specifications for the Winona/Elm Street rebuild (part of the 5 year capital plan) and upgrading lighting along Pine Meadows Lane – details will be provided for council approval when plans/costs are finalized
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
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