REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 27, 2017
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson, Honsey, O’Donnell
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey to approve the March 13, 2017, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Charla Miertschin, Chair of the Airport Commission and Paul Peterson, helicopter pilot,  attended the meeting discussing a helicopter activity planned in the City for April 8th.  The Root River Community church has requested an egg drop for an Easter event.  Peterson provided FAA regulations for this type of aircraft activity, to insure there is no injury to persons or damage to property.  Google maps were provided of the flight pattern Peterson would follow and the drop zone area near the church.  Peterson would check the weather and the area and make his decisions to insure a safe event.  Church personnel will insure space is clear and persons are away from the site for the event scheduled for approximately 11:00 a.m.  Peterson is licensed, insured and will have a crew member on board to assist.  Miertschin noted this would be a good community event and is the same day as the Experimental Aircraft Group’s Chili Feed at the Airport.  The Council felt this was an interesting and unusual activity, noting that Peterson had covered all the rules and regulations sufficiently.
The following notices and communications were provided for review:

· Notification from Acentek regarding changes to Basic Plus video package

· Reminder that April will be the final EDA meeting for Tom Driscoll; replacement needed to serve a six year term

· Reminder that two spots remain open on the airport Commission, one on the Electric Commission and one on the Trees/Trails/Park Board

· Copies of handouts from the Chamber meeting with Fillmore County Assessor Cindy Blagsvedt and Winona County recorder, Bob Bambenek regarding 2016 property sales data, assessment of property values, calculation of taxes and trends in area markets and sales.  Reminder:  board of Appeals & Equalization is set for 6:30 p.m. April 24th council meeting

· Invitation from Historic Bluff Country to attend their annual meeting at Stumpy’s on April 20th at 11:30 a.m. to discuss the future of HBC and receive input on how to improve the services they offer.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time. 

Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 03/27/17
· Notification from MN Dept. of Natural Resources regarding reductions in the Snowmobile Trails Assistance program and detailing possible methods of increasing revenues in order to fund the grant in aid program.

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Next item of business was to discuss the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) for the City to enter into an agreement, A Confession of Judgment, with GFORCE, INK to address the notes and line of credit due to the City.  The forbearance agreement between the EDA and GFORCE, INK terminated on 12/31/16 and they are ineligible for additional forbearance.  City Attorney Chiglo attended the meeting  explaining that the default process would involve notices, cure times, summons, hearings, sharing of information, alternative dispute meetings, trying the case before a judge and generally be quite expensive and time consuming.  The Confession of Judgment form is a tool to use to collect if GFORCE does not comply with loan terms, which would in effect be a jump start on the filing of forms to start the collection process.  GFORCE personnel have agreed to and have signed the judgment form and the agreement to begin making loan payments and pay off the line of credit no later than 7/1/17.  Council member Bunke asked if the EDA had been looking at the GFORCE financials and receiving information from them.  Council members Benson and Honsey both serve on the EDA and stated the information has been reviewed and they were encouraged that GFORCE was agreeable to sign the document and work with the City.  Chiglo noted again this document saves up to a year in time as well as considerable fees if further action does need to be taken and he recommended the City approve the attached letter to GFORCE and the terms of the Agreement.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to accept the recommendation of the City Attorney and the EDA and approve the letter to GFORCE and the Confession of Judgment Agreement form.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to adopt Resolution 2016-024 Approving Application to the State of MN Department of Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation Grant Program.  The application is to construct a connecting trail between the new school site, residential neighborhoods, aquatic center, the downtown and the existing trail.  The preliminary grant application was provided for review along with letters of support.  If the grant application is successful, the City and R/P School would share in remaining costs to complete the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
In other news and updates:

· Mayor Hallum wished to commend Rushford Area Society of the Arts (RASA) for the productions they have put on in the community and for the upcoming production of “Annie” over Rushford Days.  He noted that these events add value to the community.
· Updates were provided on legislative efforts on LGA funding, city street funding and other items of interest to be acted upon by the House and/or Senate

· The Public Library will be offering services to R/P School classes during the closing/packing up of the school library to prepare for their move to the new facility

· A preconstruction meeting will be held in April for the airport fuel system project and PWD Roger Knutson will be attending one day of the airport conference in Mankato in April

· Feeder 5 Electrical upgrade planning is in the works as per the CIP plan; a contract has been entered into for the wooden pole inspections and work continues on the removal/replacement of defective or dangerous poles

· Public Works has removed 52 Emerald Ash Borer diseased threes, MDOT has removed 9 and stump removal will be next.  It was noted MDOT has also done considerable trimming along Highway 30
· The Trees, Trails, Park Committee has sub-committee groups working on plans for enhancing the downtown green spaces and enhancing the city entrance/sign areas

· The Hillcrest & Burr Oak Street project will be completed with their second bituminous lift when the plant is open and weather permits

Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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