REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the March 25, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Burt Svendsen, Library Board Chair,  noted a famous member of the Rushford Public Library, “Emerson the Tortoise”, is featured in an article in the Fillmore County Journal.  

The following notices were reviewed:
· League of MN Cities Annual Conference in Duluth – Mayor Hallum to attend
· Thank you letter received from Moonyeen Holle 

· MN Dept. of Health, City’s Wellhead Protection Plan Part II has been submitted to state agencies for their review and comment
· MN Dept. of Health provided notice that Riley Anderson successfully passed his Class C Water License

· 2019 Street Project Neighborhood Informational Meeting 4/17/19; set for 5:00-7:00 pm

· Speed zone study delayed one week due to impending snow storm; will be monitoring traffic and pedestrian traffic flow by traffic counter and via camera

· Certificate of Commendation received from the MN Pollution Control Agency in recognition of exceptional compliance at the Rushford Wastewater Treatment Plant with the NPDES/SDS wastewater permit during the 2018 review year
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 4/08/19
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Financial Statement – including quarterly fund summary report budget to actual
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. March Activity Account

· Approval of the Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of updated EDA/RLF balances 
· Approval of Resolution 2019-034Micro Grant for Root River Floral, LLC for $500.00 towards the replacement/repair of their storefront awning/total project $5,500.00
· Approval of EDA Micro Grant list which includes above item

· Arbor Day Proclamation, April 26th planting event (Norm Ebner memorial tree and other trees to be planted at the Aquatic Center)

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Mike Bubany, financial consultant of David Drown Associates, provided a recommendation for the appropriate means of financing the 2019 Municipal Improvement Project.  The letter describes the overview of the project, costs and his recommendation to finance the project through the issuance of competitively sold General Obligation Improvement & Utility bonds.  It was noted the Lamplighter Lane project will be paid out of the Capital Improvement Fund and not part of this bond issue.  As the special assessments for this project will not reach the required 20% of the overall project cost, utility costs will be separated from the street costs and revenues from the utility system will be pledged to repay that portion of the bond along with a tax levy.  This project is part of the ongoing capital improvement planning process, with the bond having a ten year term.  Capitalized interest has been added into the borrowing, underwriters discount factored in, special assessments will be spread over ten years at a rate of 3.5% interest and water and sewer revenues will be transferred in to help cover the debt payment.  Prior to bid opening of May 28th, a Standards & Poor’s rating will be conducted to get the best interest possible.  The last rating was done in 2009 and could potentially be  improved since that time.  We are currently rated A/Stable.  The Rating will include preparing information for the firm and a management call.  The standard official statement paperwork is also required to prepare for the bond bid letting.  After the bid opening, the Council will award the sale of the bond issue with funds closing to us around 6/11/19.    It was noted with some bond issues going off line, adding this new debt  will still keep the per capita debt under the City’s self-imposed $6,000.00 threshold.  After a question/answer period there was a Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve Resolution 2019-031 Providing for the Competitive Negotiated Sale of $1,825,000.00 General Obligation Improvement and Utility Revenue Bonds Series 2019A.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A letter was reviewed from Derek Olinger, Bolton & Menk, detailing the five bids received for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project bids and recommending awarding the project to the low bidder, Zenke, Inc.   Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve  Resolution 2019-033 Awarding the construction contract for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project (E. Grove S. Walnut St., N. Burr Oak St.) and Lamplighters Lane Street Improvement to Zenke, Inc. the low bidder at $1,435,201.07.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Bert Svendsen, Library Board chair and Librarian Beth Nelson presented the 2018 Annual Report for the Rushford Public Library.  Highlights of the report included a slight decrease in visitors, possibly due to the new school and students not coming to the library after school; increase in internet and Wi-Fi sessions, participation in programs remains steady; loaned material use increased as well as checkouts and e-material use checkout also increased..  The in-house collection available 26,634, e-material collection available is 36,713, available licensed databases is 56.  The library provides additional services delivering materials to the homebound, conducting resume assistance, and proctoring higher education exams.  Nelson noted that she anticipates an increase in students attending the library with the coming of summer and she will be providing more and different programs to encourage their attendance.  She also noted staff has been weeding out the collection (something that is done periodically) to remove items that have not been checked out for a considerable  length of time and/or have out of date copyright dates.  Better World Books purchases some of the weeded books, and some will be offered to patrons and visitors for a donation.  Chair Svendsen noted that Nelson has been on the job approximately one month and “is still smiling”, so that’s a good sign!  The Council thanked Svendsen and Nelson for their report and continuation of a job well done.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve Resolution 2019-032 Acknowledging with thanks a donation from the Rushford-Peterson Booster Club of $500.00 for the Rushford Public Library for the children’s summer reading program.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A memo was received from Public Works Director, Roger Knutson, recommending the re-hiring of Lorenz Richard Buchanan (Ricky) as a part-time seasonal employee.  Buchanan worked out very well last year and is familiar with the routine, equipment and duties and this provides a good opportunity for a young person to gain valuable work experience and provide quality work for the City.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to accept the recommendation and hire Buchanan for approximately 25 hrs. per week over the summer months at $11.59 per hour.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· Council member Ryman and Linder reported on the ATV meeting they attended over the weekend.  Bluff Country ATV group has a big vision for their “Rim Trail” along the bluffs and woods, but will be facing several issues to include land owner permission.  The meeting was attended by three  members of the ATV state-wide association who provided a lot of statistics and input on potential tourism dollars to be realized,  discussing their experiences in northern Minnesota. The group discussed grant-in-aid trail funding and the need for some legislative efforts to make the trail system a reality.
· It was noted the ten conflict monuments were installed at the Veteran’s Memorial Park this past Monday.  The American Legion continues with fund raising efforts.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:10 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
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