REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 09, 2012
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of review of Interim Use hearing for City of Rushford Village, and a report on the sewer maintenance plan from CRV. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the minutes of March 26, 2012 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Motion carried.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Notification of the 3rd Annual Nanotek Trek, including Youth Nano Camp and Conference, June 9, 2012 at R/P High School.
· Notice of Board of Appeal & Equalization for the City to be held at 6:00 p.m. Monday, April 23, 2012 to review the value and classification of properties.

· Invitation to attend the Tri-County Electric Cooperative’s 76th Annual Meeting, Wednesday, April 25th at 7:00 p.m. at 31110 Cooperative Way.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 04/09/12
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report.

· Approval of March Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of March Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.

· Approval of Resolution 2012-015 Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the Murphy Johnson Legion Post 94 for a fund raising activity on 5/19/12.
Council member Bunke asked about the contract for legal services with Attorney Springer.  It was noted that both the prosecution contract with Springer and the general legal contract with Chiglo are two year contracts coming up end of July.  Administrator Sarvi also noted that Attorney Chiglo and Chief Stensgard are both satisfied with Attorney Springer’s services and given his location in Preston are also the most efficient.  Bunke also asked about the FEMA funding.  Administrator Sarvi noted that several of the recently signed off work sheets should be processed for payment in the next few weeks.  
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals & Adjustments hearing held earlier this date were provided for review.  The Board reviewed the request of Mitch & Sandy Gilbertson to construct a 28 x 28 garage with less than the required back yard.  A 10’ back yard variance was requested, although the minimum driveway setback of 20’ would be met.  No other interested persons attended the hearing; the board discussed the garage situation in the neighborhood and the various setbacks from Maie Street.  The Board reviewed the finding of facts and determined they had no problem with the request and to recommend the Council grant the 10’ backyard variance as requested.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation of the Board and grant the Gilbertson’s the 10’ backyard variance as requested.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2012-014 acknowledging with thanks the donation from the R-P Booster Club of $500.00 to the Rushford Public Library, summer reading programs.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A recommendation was received from Chief Stensgard to hire Wade Anderson as a full-time licensed police officer to work on a part-time basis for the Rushford Police Dept.  Anderson has completed all training and would be part of the group of trained officers available to work as needed on a part-time basis.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to accept the recommendation to add Wade Anderson to the roster of officers eligible to work on a part-time basis. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to adopt Resolution 2012-016 Reestablishing Precincts and Polling Places following the recent State of Minnesota redistricting.  The City is now represented by District 28B (Rep. Greg Davids) and Senate District 28 (Sen. Jeremy Miller).  The current polling place of 101 N. Mill Street will be listed until such time as City Hall and Election functions are moved to another location.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Joyce Iverson, representing the Economic Development Authority (EDA) and Greg Norstad of Rushford Hardware discussed with the council the continuation of the existing forbearance.  The EDA had reviewed all financials provided, noted that Rushford Hardware has been maintaining employees and has been working on improving their cash flows.  The EDA recommended to continue the forbearance for one more year until 5/2/13 on their Category 1 Business Flood Recovery Loan and to continue forbearance for one more year until 5/1/13 on their Category 1A Business Flood Recovery Loan; interest to continue to accrue.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to accept the recommendation of the EDA and grant the forbearances as listed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Statistical and financial reports of the 2011 Aquatic Center operations were reviewed.  The reports indicated types of revenues, percentage of users, operating and capital improvement expenses resulting in the net cost of operations.  Additional expenses and reduced revenues for 2011 indicated a larger net cost of operations than the previous year.  The proposed schedule and fees to be charged for 2012 were reviewed along with the history of rate changes.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to research the prices charged for gate, season and lessons fees in area communities and bring those figures back to the next council meeting to aid in the Council’s decision on 2012 rates to charge.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on staffing for the Aquatic Center and the pay scales for the manager, lifeguards and water safety instructors.  A staff report was reviewed along with a chart of the various pay scales.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to accept the proposed pay scale; to hire Robby Ebner to return as Aquatic Center Manager and to advertise to accept applications for lifeguards and WSI’s.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve Resolution 2012-017 approving the application of Stumpy’s Restaurant Inc for an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2012-018 approving the application of Pam’s Corner Convenience for an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License.  Upon roll call voted aye.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2012-019 approving the application of Nordic Lanes & Lounge for an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted these applications must be approved and sites inspected by the State of MN Alcohol Enforcement Division.

A staff report was reviewed discussing the Planning Commission’s review of a request for an ordinance to allow the keeping of chickens in the City limits.  Several area cities have created similar ordinances.  Regulations would be put in place to limit the number, obtain neighborhood approval, regulate nuisance issues and provide for a permitting process.  It was decided to set a public hearing for the review of the draft ordinance for the first meeting in May.  
A staff report was reviewed detailing the request of the Rushford Lutheran Church for a 75’x150’ section of land in Creekside Park to create a community garden to provide fresh vegetables for the needy and the local food shelf.  RLC would maintain the garden area, fence the area, prepare the soil without use of pesticides or herbicides and re-seed the area if they discontinue the project.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to grant the request for a community garden plot in Creekside Park.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A notice was received from the City of Rushford Village regarding a public hearing to be held on the Interim Use for Ag Worker Housing on the former Dennis Peterson farm site.  The notice requested the City to indicate any objections to the Featherstone Ag Housing request.  This area is adjacent to the Rushford Airport property.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to return the form indicating the City has no objection to the Interim Use Ag Worker Housing request.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The following reports and updates were provided:

· The next Tri-City Meeting is schedule for May 23, 2012 at the City of Rushford Village Hall.
· Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities of areas of interest or concern to the City.

· Council member Bunke noted the EDA would be looking at having businesses bear some of the cost of their special requests on their business flood recovery loans.

· Levee recertification project minutes of conference calls and daily work sheets were provided for review indicating progress on the project.  It was noted the DNR is planning to provide extra funding through the State bond and is fairly confident their will be sufficient funds to cover the project. 

· Administrator Sarvi noted he had been here for one year and his next review would be coming due in October.

· The bike trail project requires some revamping of the plans again and the bid opening on the project may be delayed.

· The building subcommittee will be meeting with CRW architects again this week to review remodeling plans for the liquor store building.
· City of Rushford Village has provided their Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Policy and Procedures as required by the Sewer Use Agreement.
· Administrator Sarvi, PWD Copley, and Airport Commission Chair Miertschin will be attending the Airport Conference in Rochester this week, splitting various days and sessions of the conference.

A request for an internship was received from Jeff Erkel, a University of WI student.  Administrator Sarvi noted he does not anticipate any specific project, rather helping to provide an overview or flavor of the various governmental functions.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the internship request.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

April 9, 2012 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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