REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 23, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a potential appointment to the EDA board.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
First item of business was to hold the Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. for the City to receive testimony and input from citizens for the purpose of reviewing and correcting the value or classification of real property and personal property for the 2018 assessment year, 2019 payable year. It was noted that Mayor Hallum and Council member Benson, O’Donnell and Ryman have received the appropriate training for this hearing.  Property Appraiser Charlie Warner and County Assessor Cynthia Blagsvedt attended the meeting and provided background on the purpose, scope and rules of the meeting:

· Council may reduce or increase only the total estimated market value of a property

· Council may change classification of property if it qualified; appeals must be based on facts

· Cannot consider prior year assessments; Cannot order percentage changes across the board

· Median sales ratios used for equalizations; 6 sales in a district constitutes a valid sample

· Adjusted ratios under 90 percent and over 105 percent will result in state order

· Fillmore County 2018 Assessment Summary provided indicating all districts were increased by some degree as the cost tables were updated for “extra features” (decks, asphalt, garages, extra buildings, etc.)
· Township & City Levy Rates, Valuation Summary, Ag Land Values, New Construction and History and Sales Reports were provided

General discussion was held on definitions, rates and so forth.   It was noted that every five years a re-assessment is conducted with communities in the county being on a rotation basis.  Rushford will be revaluated this coming year.  The County reviews the city building permits every year to help with the assessment process and uses Marshall & Swift formula for replacements costs.   Many building permits fall under a normal maintenance category and will not affect a property value.  It was noted Rushford will see an overall increase of 3.49% assessed value.  No citizens attended the meeting with concerns or questions. 
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the April 9, 2018, regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.

The following notices and communication were reviewed:

· Acentek 68th Annual meeting of members,  4/21/18 Houston High School
· CGMC End of Session Lobby Day, Wednesday 5/9/18

· Root River Trail Towns Trail-wide Clean-Up rescheduled to May 5th
· MnWARN Flyer; Statewide response to emergencies and disasters

· Certificate of Commendation from MN Pollution Control Agency for consistent compliance, record keeping  and protecting water quality
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 04/23/18
· Approval Resolution 2018-035 Certifying Past Due Charges to the Fillmore County Auditor for Collection with Property Taxes.  The owner of Parcel 06.0214.000 has been given notice that they may request a hearing in front of the City Council on this matter.  The owner has not given notice of requesting this hearing and now the City shall certify the unpaid utility charges to the property taxes for collection by the County.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Heather Larson, Chair of the Rushford Library Board, Sonja Cook, Board Member and Librarian Susan Hart presented the 2017 Annual Report. The State of MN requires mandatory reporting of library statistics and finances by April 1st each year.  Highlights include being open 45 hours per week, being staffed by 1.88 FTE; with 32,231 visitors to the library; internet participation 6,121; 90 programs offered for all ages with 1,427 participants; in house collection of over 25,000 items, and 32,000 e-materials; 59 licensed databases available.    Interlibrary loans increased to other libraries to 6,241 and total check outs totaled 31,896.  It was noted that many grants and special programs are offered; the use of e-materials is increasing, the library is seen as a safe environment for kids and more and more people are making use of Wi-Fi capabilities.  Additional services at no charge include delivering materials to the homebound, resume assistance, provide/print tax forms, and proctor higher education exams.  Increased attendance at preschool/story time is seen as a positive for their educational growth.    It was noted this is the second year of the bike share program which will be starting soon and which has generated a lot of interest and activity.  Council members noted their appreciation for the increased use and programs made available through the library and thanked the presenters for the information provided.

Public Works Direction, Roger Knutson and Senior Maintenance Dave Lombard attended the meeting to discuss their recommendation regarding the truck/trade-in replacement program with Sugar Loaf Ford.  Last year the ’15 Dodge and ’07 GMC were traded in for a 2017 F150 super crew and a 2017 F150 regular cab.  Under the municipal incentive program, Sugar Loaf is now ready to take back the F150 super crew for a 2018 F150 same model/zero cost. They are requesting we trade the F150 regular cab for a 2018 F150 Super cab as they have a better resale market for this type of truck.  There would be a one-time additional upgrade cost of $2,646.00 and then next year’s trade would be an equal trade at zero cost.  Delivery would occur in about 12 weeks.  Discussion was held on the two older trucks:  ’92 Chevy (flower truck) and the ’07 GMC (white plow truck).  It is recommended to keep both these vehicles and continue using them until they die as their continued use far outweighs the minimal cash trade-in offered.  It is also recommended to purchase a 2019 Ford 350, 1 ton, Super cab 4x4 at the State bid price with no trade-in.  This heavier duty truck is needed for larger trailer pulls and also for a future plow truck when the GMC dies.  Entering into the trade program for this truck will result in a brand new truck again in one year’s time at no cost.  Discussion was held on the budget for trucks, noting funds are available for these purchases and with the trade-in program, future truck budget funds will be set aside to replace the large, more expensive vehicles such as the Tandem, F450 and F750.  Following further discussion there was a Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to accept the recommendation of the Public Works Department and trade in the two trucks and purchase one new truck as detailed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
During the course of an annual loss control consultation with the League of MN Cities representative, recommendations were made that the City update and/or adopt some basic maintenance policies to reflect the current and “best practices”  to help demonstrate it was not negligent in maintenance activities.  New policies and updated policies have been provided to Council as staff has time to update/create them.  At this time two policies were provided:  Annual Playground Inspection Form   and Pot Hole Repair Policy.  It was noted playground inspections are generally conducted around April/May and that the street repair policy is a general overview with considerable discretion left to public works to address areas by condition and available of materials and manpower.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the two policies as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was to consider accepting the recommendation from the Rushford Planning Commission meeting of 4/19/18 to approve the final plat for the Bluff Country LLC, Himlie Manor PUD.  The City has previously established this area as a TIF District for the construction of six duplex housing units and has approved the rezoning for a Planned Unit Development (PUD).  The Himlie Manor Association By-Laws and the Development Agreement between the City and Bluff Country LLC is also recommended for approval.  The attached Planning Commission minutes detail the engineering review and recommendations as well as the documentation review with recommendations incorporated from the city engineer and the city attorney.  Bluff Country LLC  plat layout, utility layout, and construction plans; all of which have been reviewed and revised to meet City standards were provided for review.  Also included with these documents is the recap page from the City’s recent Housing Study indicating this type of housing meets a need for both first-time homeowners as well as retiring or down-sizing homeowners; being affordable as well as low maintenance.  Discussion was held on the language of the Development Agreement spelling out the improvements to be made by Bluff Country, subject to inspection by the City engineers and the notifications/bylaws they must provide to prospective purchasers regarding their rights and duties as members of the Himlie Manor Homeowners Association.  It was noted that Bolton & Menk will have an inspector on site for the infrastructure installation  to insure proper materials and methods are employed during construction.  After discussion and review of the documents presented, there was a Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve the final plat for the Bluff Country LLC, Himlie Manor PUD.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the Development Agreement between the City and Bluff Country LLC for Himlie Manor PUD.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Plans and pricing were reviewed for the 28th Annual Spring Clean-Up Event scheduled for Saturday, May 19, 2018, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at the public works garage/wastewater plant area.  Statistics from past years and revenue/expenses from past years were reviewed.  Pickup loads and appliance prices will remain the same; but electronics, computers, t.v.’s etc. will be increased to help cover additional costs for recycling those materials.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the price list as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the appointment of Jerad Brown to serve on the Economic Development Authority (EDA) for a term ending May 1, 2023.  Two positions remain open on the EDA after this appointment.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Recent State legislation action is address increasing the competitive bidding thresholds; noting that construction costs have increased and the bidding threshold hasn’t changed in a decade
· Administrator Chladek noted an RP School Facility Meeting is scheduled for May 9th; Chladek Mayor Hallum and Council member O’Donnell will be attending

· Audit review is scheduled for the second meeting in May, Tuesday the 29th
· Arbor Day planting activities with RP fourth grade class has been rescheduled to May 11th due to winter weather and trees not being available
· Campground facilities will be open for the trout opener weekend
· A port-a-pottie was provided at Creekside Park temporarily until weather allows for those restroom facilities to be opened for use
· Magelssen Bluff road will be open when the ice/snow is melted and work will continue on improving the outlook

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
April 23, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
PAGE  
2

