REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 27, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson  Absent:  Honsey
At 6:00 p.m. the Board of Appeal & Equalization was opened to receive testimony and input from citizens for the purpose of reviewing and correcting the value or classification of real property and personal property for the 2015 assessment year, 2016 payable year.  Cynthia Blagsvedt, Assessor and Heidi Kneffer, Appraiser attended the meeting providing background on the purpose, scope and rules of this meeting:
· Can reduce or increase only the total estimated market value of a property

· Can change classification of property if it qualified

· Cannot consider prior year assessments

· Cannot order percentage changes across the board

· Appeals must be based on facts

· Median sales ratios used for equalizations

· 6 sales in a district constitutes a valid sample

· Adjusted radios under 90 percent and over 105 percent will result in state order

· Fillmore County 2015 Assessment Summary provided

· Township & City Levy Rates, Valuation Summary, Ag Land Values, New Construction and History and Sales Reports were provided

General discussion was held on definitions, rates and so forth.  Blagsvedt stated they had received a few calls at her office, but they were pertaining to the taxes payable in 2015 and were not related to assessed values.  No citizens were in attendance asking for a review.  At 6:30 p.m. the Board of Appeal  Equalization was closed.

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on an airport funding waiver agreement and a MN Dept. of Ag report on Emerald Ash Borer.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded Colbenson to approve the April 13, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.
The following notifications were received:
· Rover Run 5K; Saturday, May 9th Sponsored by Farmer’s  Co-op Elevator for runners, dog lovers and walkers.  Starting at the Depot/Root River Trailhead, walk runs along trail through Brooklyn, along Eiken Drive and back on the trail; proceeds to benefit Winona Area Humane Society

· Draft Review of 2014 Audit will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, May 1st (Bunke and Hallum stated they would try to attend).
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  04/27/15
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Marie Botcher and Robert Dahl of the Rushford Library Board and Susan Hart, Librarian presented the 2014 Annual Report for the Rushford Public Library.  The report included detail on services provided, operating revenues and expenses, programs, statistics and planning.  Highlights included:
· 20,686 print materials; 1,863 audios; 2,514 videos, 19 magazine subscriptions; 22 local digital magazine subscriptions; 10,636 regional electronic books; 1,883 regional downloadable audios

· 37,763 visitors to the library; 4,895 Internet sessions; 60 programs for all ages; 30660 library materials checked out; 2,565 e-materials checked out; 5,122 materials loaned to other libraries

· New services include Indi Flicks, a source for 10,000 free movies; Zinio, a source of many free magazine subscriptions; River Roads Libraries Digital Services Rushford & Plainview Public Libraries offering RBdigital recorded Books
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve with Thanks Resolution 2015-032 Acknowledging a donation of $500.00 from the Valley Crest Riders, Inc. for a contribution toward replacement of the Rushford Aquatic Center boiler system.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve with Thanks Resolution 2015-034 Acknowledging a donation of $800.00 from the Rushford Lions Club for the Rushford Public Library for children’s programming.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Police Chief Adam Eide attended the meeting and provided a memo recommending filling the open patrol officer position by appointing part-time officer David Huse to the full-time position.  The open positon was posted and signed, an interview was conducted by Chief Eide and the candidate meets the criteria for the position.  A further interview was conducted by Mayor Hallum, Council member Bunke and Administrator Sarvi.  Officer Huse attended the meeting as well.  Chief Eide noted Huse’s history as a reserve officer and part-time officer in Rushford as well as his training and background.  Councilmember Bunke noted the interview had gone very well and they feel he will do a good job in Rushford.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation and hire David Huse as full time police officer at Grade 6/Step 1, effective immediately and to welcome Huse to the City.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the recommendation of the Public Works Director, Jeff Copley, to advance Curt Courrier from Public Works Worker 1 to Worker 2 having obtained the licensures listed as a minimum requirement for the position.  Courrier has worked for one year in his current position and has now passed his Class D water, Class D wastewater, Certified Pool Operator and CDL certification.  He currently is Grade 3/Step 2 and would advance to Grade 4/Step 2.  The Labor/Management Committee met and reviewed this information and also recommends the advancement to be effective April 21, 2015.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation of the Public Works Director and the Labor/Management Committee and advance Courrier to Grade 4/Step 2 effective April 21, 2015.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held regarding the potential to receive FAA entitlement airport funding from another community, Springfield, MN, which does not have a need for it at this time.  An Agreement for Waiver, Transfer & Repayment of Federal Airport Entitlement Funds would transfer $83,334.00 in FAA funds to Rushford for our new aircraft fueling system in 2015.  Springfield would waive receipt of the funds and transfer to Rushford.  Rushford would then agree to return these funds to Springfield during the next available entitlement period.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the Agreement for Waiver & Transfer of Funds and to thank Springfield for this opportunity.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted that Arbor Day plantings were conducted on Friday April 24th; planting two trees in the northend campground and planting a memorial tree for Gordon Hatleli in Creekside Park.  
Also on this day, the MN Department of Agriculture reported they had detected a case of Emerald Ash Borer on Harry Street in Rushford.  Quarantine will be in place for Fillmore County to try to stop the spread of the disease and public meetings will be held to educate the public on the next steps to be taken.  The MN Dept. of Ag website as well as the City’s website contains education information on the Ash Borer infestation.  
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

April 27, 2015 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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