REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2020
The Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting is not practical or feasible due to the health pandemic, COVID-19. This meeting is being conducted by an electronic group meeting on Zoom where all participating council and staff members are able to hear and see one another.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher, Engineer Derek Olinger

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the April 13, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented with the correction of one typographical error.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Citizen Michael Evenson requested to listen in on the Zoom meeting wishing to hear any discussion on the Draft All-Terrain and Utility Task Vehicle Ordinance.
The following notices were reviewed:

· MN Dept. of Transportation – notice of resurfacing, culvert, guardrail and slope 
work project for Hwy 43 – 22 miles between Mabel and Rushford.  Project timeline is flexible and could begin as early as 2022 or later into 2023.  

· Notice of cancellation of Local Board of Review for April 27, 2020; posted on face book, web page, downtown and with Fillmore County

· 2019 Improvement Project Newsletter for residents

· Updates related to COVID-19 (no attachments)

· CARES Provider Relief Fund Grant– received $5,567.30 from Health/Human Services for Ambulance health care related expenses – payment based on a formula using prior year Medicare reimbursements 

· CARES funding grant – will be receiving $20,000.00 for airport for operational expenses

· Property taxes due May 15th – County will abate penalty up to July 15th; significant hardship reductions or abatements have to go through procedures provided in MN Statute 375.192; County will reimburse City in June and August for revenue received

· Park playgrounds and restrooms are still closed to the public.  Port-a-potty will stay in Creekside Park at least through May. No dumpster will be placed in park as we do not want to encourage congregating/gathering of people

· No tent camping in campground, restroom facility closed

Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the consent agenda consisting of Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 04/27/20.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk provided a letter and verbal report summarizing the scope of work previously completed and to be completed for the Canoe Launch Project.  A grant was acquired several years ago ($99,200.00) for the construction of a road to the new canoe launch access west of the south Hwy 43 bridge.  A wetland delineation study was completed as well as a geotechnical/soils analysis, but review by the Army Corps of Engineers has been delayed and several new requests have been made as part of the COE Section 408 review.  They are now requesting a cultural resource review, a hydraulic flood analysis, a geotechnical seepage analysis and a final plan and specification for bidding purposes. Since this project was first started several years ago $35,000.00 in engineering has been spent with an additional $35,000.00 estimate needed to see the project through to completion.  Discussion was held on the original intent of the project to direct more river users to the downtown business area.  It was noted some of delay by the COE was due to a federal shut down and a retirement of head staff and a backlog of their work to cause delay for our review.  Public Works had previously spent considerable time on tree removals and site preparation.  Council members discussed how and if people will use the site, how essential is the project to complete now, how to walk away from the work done to date, both physical and engineering, and how to pass up the grant opportunity.  Olinger was requesting the approval of a Work Order to complete the engineering needed for the COE review, bid letting and construction.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the Bolton & Menk work order to get the canoe launch project completed.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Benson, Ryman, O’Donnell.  Voting no:  Linder, Volkman.  Motion carried.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve Resolution 2020-017 Entering into the MNDOT Agreement Project #SP2307-969D, Rushford Landscape Partnership – Phase 4.  This grant provides an $8,000.00 payment by the State for landscape materials to be placed along Highway 43.  This phase will include plantings bordering the parking lot at Park/Mill St., planting in hardscape areas in front of businesses and other fill-in areas along Hwy 43.  Some of these areas for planting may need to be reduced depending on quotes received for the trees and materials.  Various options will be explored with the businesses in the area of improvement.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman to approve the adoption of Resolution 2020-18 Acknowledging the donation from Jack & Lucy Vaughn of $200.00 for the planting of a tree in Creekside Park, near the bike path.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve the adoption of Resolution 2020-019 Acknowledging the donation from Rushford-Peterson Community Chest for a donation of $606.00 to the Rushford Public Library for 2019 and 2020.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Volkman seconded by Linder to approve the adoption of Resolution 2020-020 Authorizing the Modification of the Flood Recovery Loan Payment Policy.  This resolution details the COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency and the business that may have been negatively impacted.  Many programs, both State and Federal are being offered to help businesses and each business will have to decide which loan or grant would be of benefit to them as well as negotiating with their vendors, lenders or creditors.  In an effort to free up cash for area businesses, this resolution offers the freezing of flood recovery loan payments for three (3) months with a review to be conducted mid-July for a potential freeze of an additional three months.  Businesses that prefer to continue to make their regularly scheduled payment will be allowed to do so.  Upon roll call all voted aye
Next item was to review the Draft All-Terrain and Utility Task Vehicle Ordinance.  At the last meeting council requested clarification on the “definition” of the vehicles this ordinance would pertain to.  The City Attorney had noted that because this is a City Ordinance for vehicles to operate on City streets, it is totally within the city’s discretion to limit the types of vehicles that can be driven, where they can be driven, who can drive them, at what hours and so forth.  Discussion was held on other areas of the ordinance relating to safety features on various styles of vehicles and how to insure safety; specifically requiring the use of helmets.   Discussion was held on the permitting process and advertising or making notifications on the web site and through clubs and various sites.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to set the public hearing for the review of the All-Terrain and Utility Task Vehicle Ordinance at the next council meeting, May 11, 2020.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
(It was later determined there was not enough time to get notices published in the newspaper for a meeting on the 11th.  The public hearing will be scheduled for the May 26th council meeting instead).
General discussion was held on the aquatic center and possibility of opening this summer.  Some area cities have decided not to open for the summer, while others are waiting to review options.  Controlling the number of patrons and their behaviors are a concern in keeping both patrons and staff safe.  We will await further guidance from the Dept. of Health and/or the CDC.
The public library has begun offering curb-side pickup of products to patrons following the guidance of Dept. of Health, Dept. of Education and SELCO library systems.

Motion by Linder seconded by Volkman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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