REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MAY 9, 2016
As previously noticed, the City Council held a 5:30 p.m. work session with the volunteer search team members to continue discussion on procedures and plans for conducting the oral interview portion of the search process.

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the April 25, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with the following persons speaking: 
· Paul Mart, Hillcrest Drive, asked about the proposed 2016 Improvement Project and the cost, stating he will lose his house if the project is done; he has called Senator Miller about any help available
· John Petersen, Hillcrest Drive, how much debt is city taking on, why not pay off other debt first; if we need it then we should do it, if we don’t need it don’t do it; they just want the pot holes fixed properly

· Mayor Hallum stated the goal is to make sure the repairs are done properly and will last for year

· Kenny Highum, Burr Oak Street, asked if the projects are being bid separately or together; also noted no one had talked to him about easements.

· It was noted for the best quantity prices, the projects are being bid together, and at this time there are no easements requested from Highum

· Mart asked if there was any FEMA money for this work and that the County had told him in another project, the City gave money to some people for their assessments

· It was noted FEMA does not provide individual residents any funding for this type of project and all FEMA projects are closed out with the city.  The City did not give money to abate assessments, in 2009 there was a one-time DEED Community Development grant available for income eligible homeowners for assessment abatement
· The Mayor thanked the citizens for their comments
The following notifications were received:

· Notification of Mediacom upgrades to all-digital channel lineup
· Reminder of Expo Culinaria May 21st 5-8 p.m. Downtown Rushford – free event
· Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA) invitation to 2016 annual meeting May 13, 2016 at the Branding Iron

· Reminder of Spring Clean-Up 8 a.m. to Noon at City Garage, Saturday, May 21st

Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 5/9/16
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Brian Malm, Bolton & Menk Engineering, attended the meeting to discuss the plans and specifications for the 2016 Street & Utility Improvement Project on Hillcrest Drive and S. Burr Oak St.  Discussion was held on various components of the project with highlights of the discussion including:
· Plans are completed; timeline was reviewed; last estimate approximately $1.4 million; with revisions hope to come in under that; area bids are coming in favorably lower than estimated

· Will have to review financial situation after bids are received; also review what percentage can be used to figure assessments to be charged as this is an assessment supported improvement bond

· Pond construction work for S. Burr Oak St. includes a 24” culvert below ground to handle 5/10 year storm for the south end of the street; concrete is recommended rather than galvanized
· Drainage will stay outside of the COE area; negotiating with Jason Colbenson for easement area to run the pipe

· Surface drainage alone to the west would negatively impact property owners more; paving a swale or ditch to the south was not allowed by COE; would be too expensive and not as effective

· Direction from Council to negotiate with Ken Highum for an easement to lay pipe under north line of his property (which will stay grass) rather than Colbenson’s driveway which will be hard surfaced

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2016-042 Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids for the 2016 Street & Utility Reconstruction Project (Hillcrest Drive & South Burr Oak Street).  Bids shall be opened June 9, 2016 at 10:00 at City Hall with final results to be tabulated and reviewed by Bolton & Menk prior to the June 13th council meeting date.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Council received a report regarding the Board of Zoning Appels hearing held early this evening to consider the request of Jason & Samantha Colbenson to build a house with less than the required rear yard.  A 16’ back yard variance is requested at the property located at 207 S. Burr Oak Street.  The back yard of this proposed structure will abut the back yards of adjoining properties.  The Council was familiar with the various issues in this area given the recent review of the proposed improvements to be conducted on S. Burr Oak Street.  After review of the Board’s findings, there was a Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to accept the recommendation of the Board of Zoning Appeals and grant the Colbenson variance as requested.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the attached EMS Week Proclamation, recognizing the value and accomplishments of emergency medical services providers:  EMS Dedicated for Life.  The City also thanks the area businesses who support their employees and their efforts to respond to the medical needs of the community.  A certificate of Appreciation will be provided to each area employer.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the attached Resolution of Commendation acknowledging Semcac’s 50 years of service dedicated to improving the quality of life in Southeastern Minnesota.  Semcac now operates over 25 programs in over seven counties in southeaster Minnesota, providing not only resources, but serving as a source of employment and community commitment.  It was noted that when Semcac’s open house plans have been finalized, the Mayor will present the Resolution at that gathering.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to adopt Resolution 2016-034 Local Government Resolution of Flood Hazard Mitigation Grant Assistance.  DNR Flood Damage Reduction Grant Assistance Program funding of approximately $200,000.00 has been identified to assist the City with mitigation efforts identified by the 2015 Barr Engineering Interior Drainage Alternatives study.  Efforts to build berms and excavate ponding areas are designed to lower the interior flood level and remove structures from the mapping of the flood plain.  This additional funding is considered a continuation of the 2011 commitment by the DNR and the City for hazard mitigation work in the City. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2016-040 supporting the newly formed Fillmore County Broadband Alliance to gather entities together with the objective of securing financing and technical support for investments in the broadband infrastructure to benefit the entire county.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2016-041 acknowledging with Thanks a donation of $2,464.82 from the Rushford Community Foundation/SMIF for materials and supplies to refurbish and replace equipment in the Creekside Park restrooms and to purchase four recycling containers for various park areas.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on an empty lot at 110 W. Winona Street owned by the City, and an inquiry received regarding the City possibly selling the lot as it adjoins 108 W. Winona Street which is for sale.  The lot was originally donated to the City during planning for a bike trail and parking lot in the area.  Those plans have since changed and the City may not have any further use for the lot and may wish to consider the sale of the land to be placed back on the tax rolls.  The Council indicated an interest in exploring this further and instructed the gathering of further details of similar parcel values and to determine the intent and interest of the person interested in purchasing both the lots listed above.  More information will be provided to the Council at a later date.  
Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately _____ p.m.
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