REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson

Absent:  Council member Honsey

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to approve the minutes of the April 22, 2013, meeting as presented. Upon roll call Hallum, Bunke, Colbenson and Dahl voted aye.  Bunke abstained due to his absence at that meeting.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Invitation to attend the 3rd Annual Celebrate Age Walk for Good Shepherd Lutheran Services,, to be held Saturday, 5/18/13 at Creekside Park in Rushford
· Reminder of the 23rd Annual Spring Clean-Up scheduled for May 17 & 18th
· Notification from Mediacom Communications regarding channel changes

· Notification from Semcac that May is Community Action Month

· Notification of Annual Nanotechnology Day, June 8, 2013, Youth Camp, Bicycle Trek, Nano Presentations and Activities all day long

· Notification of MDOT Open House on the Highway 16 project, to be held Tuesday, 5/14/13 at Montini Hall, St. Joseph’s Church   4-6 p.m.

· Notification of a special council meeting to be held Wednesday, May 29, 2013 at the City of Rushford Village Hall at 6:30 p..  Purpose of the meeting is to hold a Joint Fiscal Impact Session with R-P School, City of Rushford Village and City of Peterson.  Financial Consultant, Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates will present.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 05/13/13
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of April Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of April Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
· Approval of EMS Week Proclamation:  One Mission One Team – thanking the Emergency Medical Services volunteers and the local businesses who allow their employees to leave work and respond when an emergency arises.
· Approval of an amendment to the existing DNR Grant to fund the local share of the flood hazard mitigation project in the City of Rushford, to increase the total obligation of the State by an additional $600,000.00.  The total amount of State grant shall not exceed $2,250,210.00 (city’s share has been met at $630,360.00).  This additional funding will allow the City to continue with the work identified by the Corps of Engineers and for which the City has applied for the two-year SWIF time extension.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to open the public hearing, as was previously advertised, to consider revoking an unused park ordinance and amending the existing tree ordinance. Upon roll call all voted aye. The amended ordinance shall be entitled “A Trees, Trails and Park Ordinance” and be amended to include a larger scope of duties.  Existing duties pertaining to the well-being and maintenance of the City’s urban forest resources and other specific tree related duties would remain in place for the new Trees, Trails and Park Board.  Additional duties would include serving in an advisory capacity to the City Council on long range planning of the existing parks, trails and recreational areas within the City and advising the Council on natural resources, wildlife management and natural preservation issues.   Clerk Zacher noted that Attorney Chiglo had reviewed the proposed amendment language and made recommendations which were incorporated into the final language of the document.  No one was present wishing to provide comment.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Various issues were presented for review from the EDA’s 5/8/13 meeting:  
· Joyce Iverson presented the annual report, a summary of the last fiscal year’s activity, approved by the EDA.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to accept the annual report as presented.  Upon roll call all vote aye.

· Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the request for a third year of forbearance for Butch Johnson’s Category 1A flood recovery loan, until June 1, 2014.   Johnson will pay off the first two years of interest in 2013 and will continue to accrue interest to be applied to his note.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
· Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation of the EDA to extend the GForce Ink “matching” funding of $30,000.00 with no match and no additional funds with the understanding that repayment on the “matching” note amount of $51,000.00 and the original loan plus capitalized interest would start on time in August and November, respectively.  The draw of the newly approved loan would be paid in increments as invoiced and would allow for the launching of the rSchools Today on-line program in 4,200 schools.  Discussion was held on the patented applications that will tie into the school market for later use and also how this application will serve to manage vendors for the various school systems.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
· The following list represents the documentation of the five year forgiveness of flood recovery loans; since an early repayment of the Promissory Note has been made, all remaining Category 1 loans will also be forgiven; reporting obligations waived and collateral released (or allowed to expire).  If there is no prepayment and regular Category 1 payments are being made as scheduled, the collateral remains in place and reporting obligations continue until the loan is paid off.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the following Resolutions.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
2013-050
Danielson Flooring


$    8,646.00  and remaining Cat 1 $   1,729.20

2013-051
Graham, Jordy Ins.


$    8,100.00  still paying on  Cat 1

2013-052
Himlie Construction


$  69,812.00  and remaining Cat 1 $ 13,961.80

2013-053
Bestemor Inn/J.Kinneberg

$  88,678.00  still paying on  Cat 1

2013-054
Sterling Drug/SEMDC Bldg

$  20,074.00  and remaining Cat 1 $   3,887.92

2013-055
Witt’s Pharmacy/120 W. Jessie 

$  12,518.73  and remaining Cat 1 $   2,301.82

2013-056
Witt’s Drug/Office
           

$  18,507.81  nothing remaining

· The following list represents the documentation of the five year forgiveness of the first installment of the forgivable amount of $100,000.00, with the remaining balances to be forgiven in equal installments over the next five years at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the following Resolutions.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
2013-057
Rushford Hardware

$100,000.00    Balance to forgive $ 106,363.00

2013-058
Sterling Drug/Pharmacy
$100,000.00
Balance to forgive $ 304,576.00

2013-059
Sterling Drug/LTC Pharm
$100,000.00
Balance to forgive $   42,257.25
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2013-060 Acknowledging a $400.00 donation from the Rushford-Peterson Community Chest via SMIF for the Rushford Public Library.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Board of Zoning Appeals & Adjustments held a public hearing earlier this date to consider the request of Josh & Karen Zibrowski to build an upper level, wrap-around deck with less than the required side yard.  A 5’ side yard variance is requested for the property located at 603 N. Second Street.  Minutes were provided indicating the Board recommended granting the variance as requested.  The Board’s finding of facts concluded the variance would put the property to use in a reasonable manner, would not alter the character of the neighborhood and that no other properties would be negatively impacted.   Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to accept the recommendation of the Board and grant the variance as described above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Minutes of the 4/16/13 Planning Commission meeting were reviewed indicating the recommendation to enter into an agreement with Yaggy Colby Associates for professional planning services to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning Commission has identified areas  in need of simplifying and consolidating as well as areas with statistical data and charts to be updated with more current information.  It is proposed to divide the scope and cost of this project over two years (2013, 2014) to better budget for the cost.  YCA has proposed a not-to-exceed cost of $10,000.00 with the possibility of some of the narrative updating being done in house which would lower the cost.  Discussion was held on reducing the document for ease of reading and understanding, holding public hearings and gathering public input and locking in the price now. YCA has worked on the original and all of the updates of the City’s comprehensive and is familiar with the City.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to enter into an agreement with Yaggy Colby Associates for planning services to update the Comprehensive Plan as described above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to adopt Resolution 2013-061 Certifying Past Due Charges to the Fillmore County Auditor for Collection with Property taxes.  The owner of Parcel 06.0762 has been given notice that they may request a hearing in front of the City Council on this matter.  No hearing was requested by the property owner and the unpaid utility charges will now become a lien against the property. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the hiring of aquatic center personnel for manager, lifeguard and water safety instructor positions:  Stephanie Wick, Kevin O’Donnell, Brad Ebner, Emily Clobes, Katie Wolter, Audra Lea, Emily Culhane, Alisa Warnes, Leah Leisen, Cale Stensgard, Charlie Krambeer, Alex Vix, John Clobes, Blake Lawston.  Other newly certified guards may be hired as the summer progresses.  Rates of pay for positions were set at a previous council meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-062 calling for a Feasibility Study on the Capital Improvement Project for T.H. 43/Mill Street.  Such action is in preparation for the estimate cost projects for the project and the amounts for proposed special assessments.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-063 calling for a Public Hearing on the Draft Facility Plan for the Capital Improvement Project/Sanitary Sewer for T.H. 43/Mill Street project.  Such public hearing scheduled for the next regular council meeting is a requirement for potential Public Facility Authority (PFA) project funding.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was again held on the amendments to the proposed Trees, Trails & Parks Ordinance as reviewed earlier during the public hearing.  The City needs to retain the Tree Ordinance language but since the R/P School Community Education Program has taken over the seasonal recreation programs, the City does not need to plan for those types of programs.  The City does wish to provide for long range planning of the existing parks, trails and recreational areas within the City.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to adopt the ordinance amendments as described, with the new title to be Trees, Trails & Parks Ordinance.  The amended and re-titled ordinance shall become effective after its publication.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the appointment of Janelle Ansell to serve on the Economic Development Authority with a term ending 5/1/18.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  It was noted one position still remains open on the EDA and the EDA has changed their regular meeting date to the second Wednesday of each month.

Updates were provided on the following on-going activities:

· Brooklyn Park playground installation dates were set for June 1 & 2

· Family Dollar Store continues to work with zoning and city engineers for building placement, parking, easements and drainage

· Soil borings for the motel project have been taken and the City now awaits the final report as to the soil conditions and recommendations for building

· Mayor Hallum noted he would be participating in the tandem sky-diving at the “Jumps for Hope” event scheduled in June at the Rushford Airport.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson that the meeting adjourn at approximately 7:40 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
May 13, 2013 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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