REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020
The Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting is not practical or feasible due to the health pandemic, COVID-19. This meeting is being conducted by an electronic group meeting on Zoom where all participating council and staff members are able to hear and see one another.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher, Auditor Jason Boynton of Smith, Schafer & Assoc.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a resolution regarding the limited use permit for the parklet.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the May 11, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
There were no citizens interested in speaking other than for the public hearing; which will be listed and detailed later.
The following notice was reviewed:
· Home Renovation Loan Program – Semcac is sending out postcards and City and Semcac  are posting notices and flyers for public view – to date four prospective loans are being reviewed
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 05/26/20
· Approval of Resolution 2020-023 Resolution to enter into a Limited Use Permit with the State of MN, Dept. of Transportation to install, operate, use and maintain a Parklet and one stall for a bike rack along and adjacent to Trunk Highway 30.   This is a renewal of terms of the LUP granted last year.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

As per public notification, a public hearing is to be held to consider the Adoption of an Ordinance Regulation All-Terrain and Utility Task Vehicles on public and private property in the City of Rushford.  Notification of the hearing and copies of the draft ordinance was provided to persons requesting information and were made available on the City’s website.  A list of comments received prior to this date and a recommendation from the City Attorney were provided for Council review.  Jim Kitchens, Mike & Heidi Halvorson and Michael Evenson joined the meeting to provide input during the public hearing portion.  The following items were discussed:
· J. Kitchens:  good idea, long overdue, good business opportunity for people to come here and spend $, likes time frame for use of vehicle, asked about students driving to school and parking on school property
· M&H Halvorson:  ATV/UTV’s already licensed through State,  would be time consuming and unnecessary to license them in the City, how will people get permits after hours or on weekends, asked about need for helmets stating helmets often block vision and noise and is often safer without, discussed what other towns charge for fees
· M. Evenson:  thanked City for  doing this, discussed traveling on state highways and it should be allowed if you are going to do business, asked about the section of a person under 18 operating a vehicle while carrying a passenger
At this time the Mayor closed the public hearing and thanked those attending for their comments.

Further discussion was held to state that the City Attorney had provided input that if the City has an ordinance in place regulating use, they must also have a permitting process in place.  The City Attorney also offered language if the Council wished to prohibit use of ATV/UTV’s during inclement weather due to safety concerns.  It was the consensus of Council not to include that language.  It was also noted that because this is an ordinance regulating use on City streets, the language may be more strict that what some other towns may have or what State Statute is.  Some clean-up of language and clarifications of sections were reviewed, specifically removing the section regarding snow removal as now all ATV/UTV’s will need a permit.    The section regarding drivers under the age of 18 will be clarified to define age of passengers and/or family member status.  
Council members also made statements regarding their prior decisions to require a driver’s license, insurance and helmets as those were safety issues they wished to address.  The Mayor also noted that although no one attended the hearing in opposition to the ordinance, the concerns received from people about noise, safety, age of drivers and so forth had been heard and had been part of the decision making process for the language of the ordinance.  It was noted the intent was to set a standard for the community, to stress safety and to monitor the use.  It was also noted that the City has no control or jurisdiction regarding the State Statutes regarding operating on a State Highway.  The permitting process will be part of the monitoring and the education of the public as to the terms of the ordinance.  It is not the intent to make groups making a temporary visit to the City to all be permitted, but to inform them that if they individually intend to use their vehicles in the City on a routine basis, they would need to obtain a permit.  Motion by Linder seconded by Volkman to adopt the Ordinance Regulating All-Terrain and Utility Task Vehicles with the amended language as described above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to set the permit fee as $5.00 per year and the term of the permit to be three years.  The ordinance and permit form will be made available on the City’s web site, on Face Book, at area businesses throughout the community, and through the Police Dept.  to communicate the specifics of the ordinance and the process for permitting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Next item of business was to review the street maintenance quotations received for seal coating projects throughout the City.  Two quotes were received, from Pearson Bros. Inc. and Fahrner Asphalt with the low bidder being Pearson Bros., Inc. in the amount of $60,558.50.  Bid forms, scope of work and recap of bids received were provided for the Council.  This work is a continuation of planned and budgeted street maintenance work.  In 2019 crack sealing was performed on these streets and seal coating is the next stage to preserve and protect the quality of roadways.  Some areas will receive a double seal coating.  The City has a history with Pearson Bros. performing work over several years and work will be coordinated with Public Works.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to accept the low quote of Pearson Bros. Inc. as listed above and to proceed with the work.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates provided a savings report to refund the City’s 2012 Levee Abatement Bond for a potential savings of $45,000.00.  He recommends a direct bank placement with MN Rural Water Association’s MIDI Loan Program, with lower issuance costs and quicker turn-around time.  Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to authorize staff to submit an application to MRWA which would allow Bubany to seek proposals and bring information back to the Council at the June 22nd meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the renewal of the contract for garbage and recycling services with Harter’s Quick Clean-Up.  A memo was reviewed that detailed the ordinance, contract and billing practices for the residential refuse services.  Current prices were reviewed with a proposal from Harter’s to renew services, offering more options and levels of service to residents.  After discussion of the options and prices, there was a Motion by Volkman, seconded by Ryman to accept the proposal as follows:
· Extend the contract for three years

· Monthly fee of $8.42 remains the same for year one with year’s two and three having a possible COLA increase of no more than 4%

· Residential recycling would switch to every other week pickup

· Harter’s will supply each resident a 95 gallon recycling cart at no cost

· Price of red bags will go to $1.95 each and remain at that price for all three years

· Special reduced rate of $6.00/month is offered to residents to contract for a 65 gallon tote for garbage service instead of using bags.  This special rate lasts for the first year, and then is subject to a possible COLA increase of no more than 4%.  Harter’s will bill the residential customers for the carted service.

It was noted totes may be more cost effective than purchasing bags for those who use several bags per month.  Residents who create less garbage have the option of staying with the bag system.  The proposed pickup schedule and fee schedule is a relatively minor increase (and for some could be a decrease in overall costs).  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Updates on State of MN/CDC guidelines for activities during COVID 19
Phase #2 Effective June 1st:

· Restaurants and bars open for outdoor seating with certain guidelines and safety precautions, distance rules; Cities urged to relax rules for outdoor activities

· Salons and barber shops with certain occupancy rules and safety precautions

· Certain sports allowed, campgrounds with social distancing measures

· Gathering rules remain 10 people or less

· Swimming pools will not be allowed to open until later phase (3 or 4) and then with gathering rules, distancing rules and specific guidelines

· CARES Act Funds for local governments – differences between House and Senate per capita amounts

Discussion was held on the bars/restaurants who wish to extend their seating capacity outside of the businesses and wish to use public sidewalk or right-of-way or parking lots to do that.  It was noted that if alcohol is to be served in any of these areas, a certificate of insurance would need to be provided to the City to indicate extended dram shop insurance coverage.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to allow latitude to the businesses who wish to extend their serving areas outside of their own property and onto public property or right of way.  Businesses will be given information requesting the extending insurance coverage, asking to draw out the area where service will occur and providing social distancing and safe gathering rules as provided by the Governor’s recent Stay Safe Minnesota plan.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
General Updates:

· The public library has been busy offering curb-side pickup of products to patrons following the guidance of Dept. of Health, Dept. of Education and SELCO library systems.  The Board recently met and approved the plans to phase in appointments of individuals wishing to use the library computers.
· Airport projects bids will be opened on June 3, 2020 for the asphalt project and the electrical vault project.

Motion by Linder seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:34 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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