REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 8, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Resolution 2015-44 regarding a donation and Councilmember Colbenson wished to get an update on the community center building.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded Honsey to approve the May 26, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.
The following notifications were received:

· Reminder of “Jumps for Hope” – June 28th – Rushford Municipal Airport
· Joint meeting of Planning Commission and EDA to receive presentation and review the Draft Comprehensive Housing Needs Analysis as prepared by Maxfield Research, Inc. – Tuesday, June 16th at 6:30 p.m.

· Emerald Ash Borer information materials from 6/3/15 Dept. of Agriculture meeting

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  06/18/15
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Approving of Advertising for Bids for Airport Fuel System; bids to be opened June 19th at City Hall; results to be provided for Council action at 6/22/15 meeting

· Approval of preparing for a July 26th Ronald McDonald House motorcycle fund raising event, by closing Elm Street South of Industrial Drive to Highway 16 and West Mail Street between Mill & Elm Streets.  The Rushford Fire Dept. will be providing food and rest-stop space at the Fire Hall.  Adjacent business owners have been contacted for approval and all businesses will be made aware of the event.

· Eagle Scout Project of Jeremiah Munson providing approximately 4 benches and 8 signs for the hiking trails on Magelssen Bluff Park; the Scout is responsible for fund raising, providing/building the materials, coordinating other scout workers and coordinating with Public Works personnel.

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The Zoning Board of Appeals had met earlier this date to consider the request of R/P School District #239 for conditional use permits and variances for the construction of the proposed new early childhood K-12 school: 
A.  CUP on agricultural zoned property to the west of Eiken Drive for parking and future ball fields

B. CUP on R-2 zoned property to the east of Eiken Drive for construction of the public school

C. Variance for tree removal, grade alteration and construction of retaining walls within the Bluff Overlay District

D. Variance for a narrower access roadway to the area along the western boundary of the school site; Grimsrud private drive for shared use.
Ron Spoden and Dean Beeninga of ATS& R were present to provide an overview of the requests and answer questions regarding the two conditional use permits and two variances requested for the R/P School construction site.  Chuck Ehler and John Linder were present representing the R/P School.

Prior to the hearing, the Board had received drawings and information regarding the R/P School site and planning process.  Work continues with R/P engineers/architects and the City engineer, public works and zoning to iron out some of the details of the project (some related to the public hearing requests and some not).  Correspondence and additional information was provided to Board members as it became available prior to this hearing and may be included in the recap below.  The requests before the Board at this time are specific to the variance/CUP and do not include many other issues that will be dealt with during the normal site plan review process.  Chair O’Donnell reiterated that the Board would be dealing with the request at hand and this hearing would not be the time to debate and/or discuss other issues related to the R/P School building project.

The following issues were discussed:

A.  Request for a conditional use permit for parking and future ball fields on the property to the west of Pine Meadows Lane/Eiken Drive.  The property is currently zoned agriculture and this use is permitted with a CUP.  The parking space is required to meet the demands of the R/P School Early Childhood K-12 student’s, staff and for events.

B. Request for a conditional use permit for construction of a public school on the property to the east of Pine Meadows Lane/Eiken Drive.  The property is currently zoned R-2 Single Family residential and this use is permitted with a CUP.

C. Request areas to the east-central portion of the School site be granted a variance for potential tree removal, grade alterations and construction of retaining walls within the Bluff Overlay District and Bluff Impact Zone.  The request is necessary to allow access of fire and emergency vehicles along the northeast portion of the property while keeping the 66’ access easement on the south and east edge open.  This is also the space for the open play area.  There would be no grade change to the existing access easement and no construction on the easement area.  Proposed retaining walls would need to meet city engineer specifications.  The owner of the 66’ easement would still have access and egress to his property, for a short distance traveling across R/P School property as he does now.  The steepness of grade to that property remains the same.

The variance request for the north-west portion is requested for potential tree removal, grade alterations and construction of retaining walls for the function of providing access and coverage of the school’s refuse area and delivery vehicle site. It was noted this turn around/parking area had already been widened/improved following city engineer comments and recommendation.  Proposed retaining walls would serve as a buffer/privacy wall to this area of the school and would need to meet city engineer specifications.

A letter had also been received from the MN DNR Nongame Wildlife Specialist, Jamie Edwards following a field visit conducted on the site.  They reviewed various species of plants and those that were not native to the area and made recommendations for the removal of certain types of invasive species and encouraged planting of native grasses.  

For all issues regarding the grade alterations, tree removals (approximately 25) and retaining walls, both the R/P School engineer and the City engineer acknowledge the gradation numbers are not quite correct yet and that given general approval of the concept of retaining walls, the City engineer will determine the extent of work that is allowed or necessary.

D.  Request that portion of the property belonging to Dan Grimsrud along the western boundary be granted a variance for a narrower access roadway improvement of a 25’ back of curb to back of curb.   It was noted this request was already amended following review by the City Engineer, who recommended a change in curb style to insurance the roadway be 29.34’ back of curb to back of curb; catch basins will be tied to the new storm ponds on the west side of Pine Meadows Lane to improve the drainage situation in the area and the entire roadway will be blacktopped.  This improved roadway will be limited to authorized school vehicles only and for use by the private residence and/or guest.  There would also be no parking allowed on either side of the roadway. Grimsrud and R/P School have stated they intend to enter into a written agreement to discuss all maintenance and long-term maintenance issues.   It was noted that because of the need to stay away from the easterly side boundary to allow for the access easement, there was not enough room to move any further to the west or to widen the roadway any further.  It was also noted that this is not a dedicated city street; it is a privately owned roadway which currently serves one resident in the City and now would be allowed to serve a public facility as well.

It was noted again that review continues with the City Engineer, public works and zoning on issues regarding all utilities; storm, sanitary, water, electric, parking and so forth; all of which become part of the over-all site plan review when approved along with the above requests should they be granted.

Citizens present at the hearing wishing to speak included the following:

1.  Mr. & Mrs. Glen Palacek – owners of land to the north of the school site and who have the 66’ easement access on the east side of the site.  Mr. Palacek read a letter detailing his concerns regarding his easement being blocked, concerns about the layout on the site, access, entrances, cutting off access to other open areas that could be used for future housing. He stated he is for the new school, but does not want to give up his real estate rights and feels there are other options for a better plan.

2. Doug Botcher – owner of Meadows Inn B&B had questions about the access easement for his business, the roadway and improvements; most questions being answered above and with the R/P School staff acknowledging they would be including Botchers in their discussions with Grimsruds, the roadway owners.

3. Dan Grimsrud – acknowledged working with the R/P School on the road access agreement, being in agreement with the proposed improvements

After the public portion of the meeting was closed Board members reviewed the information presented to them in preparation for this meeting and as presented at this meeting and having no further questions, a motion was passed to recommend that the City Council grant the four requests as presented.  Finding of fact in considering this request included finding the variance was in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance; was consistent with the comprehensive plan; puts the property to use in a reasonable manner without denying access or imposing a burden to others; there are unique circumstances of the site for use as a public facility not caused by the property owner and that the variance will not alter the essential character of the locality as a public facility in a residential area is not uncommon.  The conditional use portions of the request are all permitted uses in those zoning districts following this review process.  

The City Council at this time heard from Ron Spodden, Dean Beeninga, Chuck Ehler and John Linder representing the R/P School and Glen Palacek adjoining property owner.  Council comments and questions included further discussion on drainage and storm water plans, easements, steepness of grade, access to the Palacek area, carrying a gun on school property, and access for future development.  Much of the discussion covered areas as detailed above and discussed by the Board during their hearing.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to accept the recommendation of the Board of Zoning Appeals and grant the two conditional use permits and the two variances as requested above and detailed in A,B,C,D.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Dahl, Honsey  Voting no:  Bunke, Colbenson.  Motion carried.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2015-043 Flood Damage Reduction Grant Assistance Program Application, authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to complete documentation should financial assistance become available within the next 30 days.  This action allows the City to receive year-end general fund money which may become available for further levee and flood mitigation efforts.  If funds were made available it would require a new grant agreement, a 1:1 local match and awarded fund would need to be spent by 6/30/16.  Clerk Zacher reported the DNR had reported today they could allocate $45,265.00 for continued repair and improvement on the levee system for flood mitigation efforts, with this grant to be matched equally by City funds.  Given the extent of work yet to be completed to satisfy the Corps of Engineers repair requirements, these funds are welcomed and necessary.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion  by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2015-044 Acknowledging with Thanks a donation of $825.00 from R/P Valley Chamber members towards the Rushford Airport Courtesy Car.  The following entities were thanked for their donation:  Johnson Rolling Acres, Farmer’s Co-op Elevator, Merchants Bank, Smith Farms, Chuck’s Feed & Grain, Steve Oian, Hoff Funeral Home, Brown’s Tire, Rod Darr, State Farm Ins., Horihan Insurance, Abundant Life, The Creamery, Jessie Street Java, Norsland Lefse, Pam’s Corner, Rushford IGA, Shawnee’s Bar & Grill, Stumpy’s Restaurant and Jim Hoiness.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council member Colbenson asked what was happening regarding the community center building.  Administrator Sarvi reported negotiations had been ongoing with an individual possibly interested in purchasing the building to use for a small manufacturing business.  The individual will be asked to get a purchase agreement in place or the City would explore other means to sell or auction the building.
The kickoff meeting on the MDOT Tree partnership program for the Highway 43 project will be held this Thursday morning.  Council member Colbenson will be part of the committee with DOT staff coordinating the selection and placement of trees.

A walk-through will be conducted on the Highway 43 project next week to identify final punch list items yet to be completed; such as manhole covers, concrete repairs, boulevard clean up, and so  forth.  It was noted there will be no sod installations, rather the areas will be hydro-seeded.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:40  p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

June 8, 2015 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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