REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 9, 2014
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Colbenson, Bunke, Honsey Absent:  Dahl
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a donation from Acentek and the County Yellow-Ribbon program.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2014 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call voted aye.  
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Todd James, Commander, American Legion Post 94 addressed the Council along with VFW Commander Maynard LaFleur and member Steve Scattum regarding the Veteran’s Park located to the west of the city hall/library building.  A proposal had been made to the City to install a gazebo in this park area.  The park has been used for several years for Memorial Day ceremonies.  James noted that the Veteran’s groups do a lot for the community;  giving time, talent and money and that they would like it on record that the Veteran’s Clubs would like a say in what happens in the park.  Mayor Hallum thanked them for coming and noted that the Council had not approved any changes to the park and that they would not do so without making contact with the Veteran’s groups.
The following communications were received:
· Debt Equalization Aid information from R/P School Supt. Chuck Ehler
· University of MN EDA Center Newsletter for May 2014

· Root River Citizen Conversations/Watershed Meeting/CRV Hall 6/18/14

· Jumps for Hope 2nd Annual SE MN Event/Rushford Municipal Airport 6/21/14

· Notification from MDOT that the State is in concurrence of the low bid for SP 2307-21 (Hwy 43 project) and authorizing the City to award the project.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 06/09/14
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of May Police Department revenue and expense report
· Approval of May Police Dept. activity report

· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report
· Hwy 43 Project Marketing Financial Review Report

· EDA/RLF Loans Financial Review Report

· Approval of Resolution 2014-053 Appointing Election Judges for Primary Election of August 12, 2014 and General Election of November 4, 2014

· Approval of Resolution 2014-057 approving a $500.00 Matching Funds EDA Micro Grant to Rushford Lions Club for refurbishing and replacing approximately ten downtown trash receptacles and building approximately four new containers; with Lions decal and “Take Root” branding decal at an approximate total cost of $4,500.00.

· Micro Grant Financial Review Report

· Approval of Resolution 2014-058 acknowledging a donation from Acentek/Ace Telephone Assoc. $250.00 and Ace Communications Group Casual Day Fund $250.00 for a contribution to the Rushford Fire Department Equipment needs.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Board of Zoning Appeals had met earlier this date to consider the request of Josh & Trina Happel for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a home-based business from their garage at their residence at 205 E. Harry Street.  The business is a hydrographic/water printing business.  The process involves transferring a pattern or a custom design onto a hard surface object using water displacement.  The Board’s findings included:  this operation will not be detrimental or hazardous to the public health or safety; the operation will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the area or diminish or impair property values; the operation will not impeded normal or orderly development of surrounding property; that adequate utilities and roads are provided for and that measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion.  The type of work to be done is customized work and will be customers dropping off an item and then picking it up when completed.  Finding all conditions to be met, the Board recommended the Council grant a Conational Use Permit to operate a home-based hydrographics business to Josh & Trina Happel as requested.  The Happels were present at the Council meeting and discussed their business with the Council.  Councilmember Bunke felt there should be a review process for the permit; for this and for future conditional use permits.  Discussion was held on past practices and the number of CUP home-based businesses currently in place.   Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to grant the CUP for the Happel home-based business as requested and to conduct an internal review in two years’ time to review the permit.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Chief Adam Eide had provided a memo to the Council recommending the renewal of a legal services agreement with Springer & Gumbel P.A . for criminal litigation services for two more years at the same terms and prices as the current contract.  Springer & Gumbel have offices in Preston which saves considerably on driving time and various court appearances. Administrator Sarvi recommended renewing to follow the calendar year.  It was noted Attorney Chiglo’s contract would also be coming up in July.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to enter into a contract to the end of December 2014 and look at renewing for a calendar/fiscal year at that time. Upon roll call  the following voted aye:  Hallum, Bunke, Honsey   Voting no:  Colbenson  Motion carried.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to accept the recommendation of the Economic Development Authority (EDA)  on the following flood recovery loans representing the documentation  that the five year term has been met, the first 75% forgivable installment ($100,000.00) has been applied and the second installment consisting of a 20% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven with the remaining balance to be forgiven in equal installments until said balance is at Zero at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed. 


Resolution:  2014-055   Rushford Dental/Marcoux     $ 50,443.95    balance remaining  $201,775.81

        2014-056   Norsland Lefse                       $ 22,292.20    balance remaining  $  89,168.80

The following represents the documentation that the five year term has been met, and the first 75% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven.  If an early loan repayment has been made, the remaining balance of that amount is now also forgiven.  The collateral assignment applied to property affected may be removed and further reporting obligations are waived.  
Resolution 2014-054  SEMCAC   $100,000.00  balance remaining $148,402.00   
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Information was reviewed from Fillmore County announcing the Board of Commissioners has approved the goal of Fillmore County to become a Yellow Ribbon County; asking for City’s participation and representation.  A steering committee is meeting to discuss how the county can serve and assist our veterans.  The City wishes to support this effort, but cannot attend the upcoming steering committee meeting.  It was noted Ted Roberton is the new Legion Commander and perhaps he could attend and provide information back to the City.

Discussion was held on the compost site and the recent closing of the site due to unlawful dumping.  Despite numerous notices and warnings provided to the public in various manners, inappropriate material is still being dumped at the site.  The licensure for the site could be in jeopardy if this continues.  The site will be closed temporarily and citizens may obtain a key to bring their compostable materials to the site.   Discussion was held on hiring someone to watch the site, installing cameras or use of other means to bring people into compliance.  
Discussion was held on the Highway 43 project, road closures, signage and other details of the upcoming project.  A meeting will be held with business and homeowners on Thursday, June 19th at 1:00 p.m. and again at 6:00 p.m.  at the HBC building to review the project plans, timelines, navigating during construction, parking, signage and detours.  A pre-construction meeting is being held with the contractor, subs and engineers this week and work continues on the contract, bonding and financing paperwork.

Discussion was held on the report presented documenting the first month of public works mowing hours.  Discussion was held on the rate of pay for workers, benefits, expected cost for mowing, and past year’s discussions and decisions.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

June 9, 2014 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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