REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 10, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson, Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Hallum seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of receiving a request from Rushford Hypersonic. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the minutes of the March 28, 2013 meeting as presented with the correction of one typo. Upon roll call all voted aye.  
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the minutes of the Special March 29, 2013 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  At this time Davin Thompson spoke to the council regarding the house he is currently constructing and issues with his utility service hookups.  The underground vs. overhead electric issue has been resolved; his question remained on the water hookup fee.  It was determined that particular lot never had city water service and therefore has never paid into the system for a hookup or monthly fees and the hookup fee was payable now.  He also questioned being charged non-resident rates for pool fees.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to charge Thompsons the resident rate for pool fees.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The following communications were received:
· Summary provided by Donna Rasmussen, Fillmore SWCD, from the Root River Citizen Conversations held in seven locations throughout the watershed area.
· DNR Trail crossing information and web site for more detail
· University of MN EDA newsletter for May

· Scheduled power outage to transfer over ITC lines is set for Tuesday, June 25th starting at 11:00 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 06/10/13
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of May Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of May Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
· Approval of the annual Lodging Tax Report indicating revenues collected and expenses incurred for the 2012 year.  Council member Bunke indicated the percentage of tax charged is something that could be considered in the future for possibly increase.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
A staff report was reviewed discussing additional marketing/advertisements for the fundraising event scheduled for June 23rd at the Rushford Municipal Airport, “Jumps for Hope”.  The goal was to have a minimum of 100 jumpers.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to authorize up to $650.00 for advertising in Rochester, Winona and LaCrosse.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A staff report was reviewed discussing the possible courses of action regarding the former liquor store building use and a need to identify a funding source.  Administrator Sarvi recommended waiting for the 2012 final audit report, noting there is no pressing need to move city hall to the liquor store site, especially if it meant taking funds from other budgeted 2013 projects.  This project could be budgeted for in 2014 or could be put back further on the priority list.

A staff report was reviewed discussing the 2014 budget process.  It was noted there will be additional LGA funding allocated to the City in 2014.  A committee will be appointed at the next council meeting to begin the budget process and council members should begin to determine specific goals they would like addressed.
A staff report was reviewed discussing upcoming negotiations for the former community center building and the vacant lot behind the fire station and need to have appraisals to determine value for these parcels.  Appraisals would be needed to determine fair market value and to determine if business subsidy standards might apply during the negotiations and sale. Administrator Sarvi recommended obtaining appraisals, with quotes received for less than $1,000.00 and a time frame of 4-6 weeks.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to authorize appraisals of the two parcels.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council member Bunke reviewed the paperwork process for Administrator Sarvi’s performance review, noting he had compiled the scores, results and comments.  Mayor Hallum and Council member Bunke had reviewed the findings with Sarvi and the evaluations are part of his personnel file.  It was noted other council members could review the compilations if they wished to.
A request was reviewed from Jay Skranka, President of Rushford Hypersonic.  Rushford Hypersonic appoint Skranka as the new President with Dan Fox serving as the Chief Technical Officer overseeing all laboratory and production operations and Jack Weimerskirch being appoint Chairman of the Board of Directors.  It was noted the expansion of Connaughty Industries-MBC Properties requires Hypersonic to relocate their operations and they requested to store their office equipment temporarily in the community center building.  Discussion was held on Hypersonic’s ultimate plan for construction of a new building.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to allow Rushford Hypersonic to store their office equipment at the community center for a 90 day period and to have the city attorney draw up an agreement for use of the space for storage.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Minutes were provided for review of the April meetings of the, EDA, Airport Commission, Planning Commission and Electric Commission.  May minutes of the Library Board were provided for review.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting adjourn at approximately 7:50 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
June 10, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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