REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a letter received regarding the DNR canoe launch grant application.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve the May 28, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present at this time wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· State of MN Annual Health Department Inspection of Rushford Aquatic Center – passed with flying colors – no order for any corrections.
· DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Program/Canoe Launch application denied.  The grant program had $3.6 million available in funding with over $6.7 million in grant requests received.  The City’s request was not selected this year.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 6/10/19

· Approval of PWD Overtime and Banked Hours Report
· Approval of the Financial Statement

· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. May Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of updated EDA/RLF balances

· Approval of Resolution 2019-048 Temporary On-Sale Liquor License Rushford Days Festivities, subject to appropriate insurance and fees

· Approval of temporary permission to Rushford Festivities, Inc. to operate golf carts on city streets during the 2019 celebration events, subject to appropriate insurance and form completion

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Burt Svendsen, Library Chair provided a recommendation and updates/reports on Library programs and activities:
· Svendsen noted that Beth Nelson’s three month probationary period as Librarian was satisfactorily completed and the recommendation of the Board was that she had been very busy, doing a great job and they recommended she advance to Step 5 as per terms of the original hiring in March.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to accept the Library Board recommendation and advance Nelson to Step 5.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

· Svendsen noted that Nelson had attended several Fillmore County/Selco Librarian meetings, attended Selco workshops/webinars offered, was doing some serious weeding of unused items, had conducted book sales, making use of space in the basement, updating the basement rooms for programs and seldom used materials and continuing with the delivery of large print books to GSLH, running summer reading programs, updating of computer systems and conducting the summer bike rentals.
· New/updated activities include replacing the library front door and installation of blinds for the four front windows; conducting a book fair, providing books for the Loken Inn library, guest speaker programs to include a NASA engineer speaking on Apollo 11 on June 22nd (to be held at Loken’s Inn), and starting a Snap Chat program for Emerson the tortoise.
At the last regular Council meeting the Rushford Airport Commission had provided their updated/revised Minimum Standards for a Fixed Based Operator (FBO) to Provide Aeronautical Services to the Public.  In conjunction with this document, advertisements will be posted on the website, in an aviation magazine and local newspaper to solicit proposals for a fixed base operator.  FBO proposals are to be submitted from June 1st until July 31st.   Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the Airport Commission to adopt the revised Minimum Standards for FBO.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was to take action on recommendations as provided by the Rushford Electric Commission following their recent meeting:
· Brian Krambeer, President/CEO met with the Commission to discuss the April 11th “Winter Storm Wesley” outage.  He provided a recap of the situation that day regarding the storm and outages throughout the entire area.  He noted that the transmission line was technically still under the ownership of ITC that day/night, but that Dairyland and MiEnergy insisted they would get the repairs done as quickly as possible.  In the past, ITC did not always respond in a timely manner to outages to the City.  Krambeer stated this would no longer be a problem as Dairyland has official purchased the electrical transmission line from ITC.  ITC owned the line and Dairyland wheeled power over it for many years – taking nine years to get the trade negotiated.  He also noted the following:
· Dairyland has already begun the process of vegetation management to clear the transmission lines

· Dairyland is working on pole inspections and “hardening of the lines”, working to have the line rebuilt with stronger poles, shorter spans and better lines/equipment

· System reliability will be much better and response time will be greatly improved as Dairyland and MiEnergy will be closer and more response than ITC was.

· Krambeer noted the City has done a good job in vegetation management and rebuilding and upgrading lines, been pro-active on issues such as substation inspections, pole inspections, transformer upgrades and so forth.  He noted several problems with aspects of trying to back-feed power to Rushford, changing voltage to the City, battery backups and standby generation.  He noted that individual businesses would need to consider their potential loses vs. the investment in a standby generator to fill their needs.  Research will be done on basic information regarding a standby generator, exploring newer technology, determining rates, possibility of peak shaving and what the cost would be for this major capital investment.  The Council thanked Krambeer for attending the Electric Commission meeting.
· Minutes of the March 20th and May 9th Electric Commission meetings were provided for review which detail the discussions and decisions forwarded to the Council.
· Review of rate schedule supplied by MiEnergy for May 2019-April 2020.  A chart was provided for comparison of past year’s seasonal peak demands, monthly transmission charges, and winter and summer energy charges.  Overall Dairyland Power will be increasing the average wholesale electric rate 1.5% on transmission charges.  It was noted the summer seasonal peak demand for the City has decreased and there is a slight increase in the overall energy charges.  Peak shaving is important and citizens will be reminded periodically to help do their part.  The City will continue to keep the Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) in place to recover any increases in rates each month, rather than conduct an expensive rate study.
· Winona Street/Elm Street Conversion Overhead to Underground project – area contractors declined to bid due to their busy schedules.  The Electric Commission recommends adding another project to this one to be completed next year.  Perhaps a larger project to be bid out earlier in the year will attract more contractors.  Star Energy will prepare information for the Electric Commission to review on other projects identified and/or in the works.  

· A memo was reviewed regarding Distributed Generation/Interconnection Policies.  In 2014/2015 the City adopted guidelines provided by the State.  The MN Municipal Utilities Association (MMUA) has been concentrating on putting together polices and standards that would be state-wide, easier to understand that would address Coop/Municipal arrangements.  The State deadline for adopting new policies is June 17, 2019; or we would be covered by default and have to follow the more detailed and complicated State processes.  MMUA recommends we adopt the simplified versions which have been approved by the State.  Resolution 2019-049 details the policy, rules and a contract to be compliant with the State along with an application process for qualifying facilities.  The City would receive guidance and assistance on the process from Tom Nigon, of Star Energy and MiEnergy personnel.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to adopt Resolution 2019-049 as presented along with the policies and rules attached.  All detailed information will be posted on the City’s webpage.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· City Hall/Library will be having maintenance and repair conducted around the entire eaves area.  The front door of the library is being replaced soon and the city hall replacement generator will also be installed when the pad is complete and the entire re-wiring is complete.

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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