REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 11, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented with a few additional announcements.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the May 29, 2018, regular council meeting minutes with the clarification of the circus being held on the empty lot next to the JMW business.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.

The following notices and communication were reviewed:

· MPCA notice of extended public comment period for proposed hog feedlot in Fillmore County

· MPCA public notice of intent to reissue Wastewater Permit and TMDL Wasteload Allocation for the Rushford Wastewater Treatment Facility

· State Demographer’s Office has estimated Rushford’s 2017 Population at 1,772 with 720 households (2016 was 1,767 with 717 households)

· Notification from Southern MN Initiation Foundation (SMIF) indicating the opportunity for donations to be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $500.00 by Tim Penny, President & CEO

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 06/11/18
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of Police Dept. Activity Report

· Approval of the Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of the EDA/RLF Status Report
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2018-041 Appointing Election Judges for the Primary Election of August 14th and the General Election of November 6th and designating the polling place as Rushford City Hall, 101 North Mill Street.  Clerk Zacher updated the Council on new ballot tabulating equipment provided by the County through State funding, a pilot project for the use of E-polling books for voter registration records and the opportunity for judges to receive some of their training through on-line efforts.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Information was provided regarding Fillmore County Tax Forfeited Property in the City.  The City must approve the parcels for public auction or auction to adjacent owners or request a conveyance to the City for public use.  The two parcels in Rushford do not appear to fit any City needs and would be best suited to be sold to adjacent owners.  It was noted the County will be advertising the sale of these parcels if the City is not interested in them.  Motion by Linder seconded by Ryman to advise the County the City is not interested in these two parcels and they should be sold by auction or by auction to adjacent owners.  The City will also notify adjacent property owners of their opportunity to acquire these parcels at public auction.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held regarding the memo reviewed by Council at the previous meeting regarding the position description for the temporary, seasonal part-time employee position.  Public Works Director, Roger Knutson had interviewed candidate Lorenz Richard (Ricky) Buchanan for the position and made a tentative offer of summer employment and put the candidate to work on 6/4/18.  Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation and official hire Buchanan for the summer position.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Clerk Zacher provided information received from the Murphy-Johnson American Legion Post 94 regarding the return of Joseph M. Johnson’s remains for internment at the Rushford Lutheran Cemetery.  Johnson was serving in the US Navy on the “Oklahoma” during the attack on Pearl Harbor.  The military has been using modern technology to help identify the remains of soldiers and will be providing a military escort to bring Johnson back to his hometown.  The Legion Post will be coordinating with the military for the July 7th event to be held at the Rushford Lutheran Church.  Following internment there will be a fellowship gathering at the Creekside Park, Veteran’s Memorial Park for family and friends.  The Mayor and Council noted this was an important event for the community and encouraged all to attend the services and events to honor Johnson’s service.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· RP School committee meeting on old school site planning to review any proposals received, set for 5 p.m. June 19th
· Meeting will be held with MDOT Landscape Architect, Tree Board, Chamber committee members on June 13th at 2:30 p.m. to discuss downtown streetscape/plantings and the north end entrance sign planning
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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