REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2020
The Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting is not practical or feasible due to the health pandemic, COVID-19. This meeting is being conducted by an electronic group meeting on Zoom where all participating council and staff members are able to hear and see one another.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the June 8, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Scout Master Tom Butterfield and 7 members of Boy Scout Troop 53 jointed the meeting via Zoom as part of their work on their Community Merit Badge.  Scouts were welcomed and given a brief introduction of the meeting process.

The following notices were reviewed:

· AcenTek adding Quest to standard definition video  Channel 149 starting June 17th
· State Demographer’s Office 2019 Count:  725 households (up 4 from last year) and population 1,769 (down 1 from last year)

· Received reimbursement of costs for Presidential Primary Election $1,467.74
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 06/22/20
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates, reviewed the opportunity to refinance the 2012 GO Tax Abatement Bond.  A proposal was presented through the MN Rural Water Association MIDI-Loan; indicating a potential gross savings of $58,090.79.   Bubany secured a direct bank placement  which saves on interest and saves on agent fees.  Going through a bond rating process is expensive and takes time.  The proposal he presented includes the cost to call the bond and includes issuance fees.  Bubany noted that other firms had contacted him and provided various scenarios, all of which did not provide as much in savings as the MRWA placement.  After discussion of various aspects of the reissuance, there was a Motion by Volkman seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-025 Resolution Providing for the Issuance and Sale of a $594,000.  General Obligation Tax Abatement Refunding Note, Series 2020A, Pledging Tax Abasements and Levying a tax for the payment thereof.  Paperwork will be completed and returned to Bubany immediately in order to get the call letter submitted on time.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the sale of Lot 3, Blk 2, Himlie Business Park, 1109 Miller Circle, Parcel 06.083.000 to Horihan Properties, LLC.  Negotiations have resulted in an officer of $175,521.50 for the full land value and half of the remaining assessments.   Real estate agent, Rod Darr, discussed the proposed sale, noting that the purchaser intends to construct a 25,000 sq. ft. structure to include office, warehouse and workshop space, providing 3-5 jobs.  It was noted that commission fees, legal and title fees will be the City’s cost.  It was noted the EDA had reviewed the terms of the potential sale and were in favor of same.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman to approve the sale of Lot 3, Blk 2 Himlie Business Park to Horihan Properties, LLC with details as provided as above and  on the purchase agreement.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve Change Order #1 with Zenke, Inc. on the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement.  The Change Order will extend the final completion date to July 31, 2020.  Final completion includes punch list repairs and final closeout paperwork.  The change order also calls for liquidated damages if items are not completed in a timely manner.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

R-P School Foundation Bluff Land Triathlon  is scheduled to be held at Creekside Park, Magelssen Bluff and City trails on August 15th.  Sally Ryman noted that sponsors are in place, people are registering and by the end of July the Foundation will have their COVID plans in place.  Motion by Benson seconded by Volkman to support this event and provide insurance coverage for the city areas used in the event.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Updates and reports included the following:
· Mayor Benson will be speaking to the Cub Scouts on July 7th
· EDA has several member openings; it was suggested that business owners that are not residents could serve on the board.  The Enabling Resolution and By-Laws do not currently allow for this.

· Airport projects are still awaiting grant paperwork; also still waiting for final insurance determination from the hangar fire.
· Electric project supplies are slower to be manufactured and delivered due to COVID issues; work will commence closer to fall

· It has been decided not to hold the Root River Jams music event this August, there are just too many variables and issues to face.

· Some clarification on ATV/UTV operational rules was provided by DNR Officer Boyum; it was noted 30 permits have been issued to date.

· Public Works has the aquatic center operational with some final tweaking for chemicals and minor repairs; rules, guidelines, staffing, hours and fees are yet to be finalized.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:21 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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