REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of acceptance of MN Dept. of Health Fluoridation Grant and clarifying of resolution 2019-048 for Rushford Days.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve the June 10, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present at this time wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· Semcac Welcomes New Executive Director, Doug Grout
· Notification received from State Demographer’s Office, April 2018 Population Estimate is 1,772 and Household Estimate is 721
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 6/24/19

· Confirmation of support for Bluff Land Triathlon Event, Saturday 8/17/19; providing liability insurance for DNR permitting process and granting temporary permission for the use of 4-wheeler type vehicles to place signage and check on participants throughout the City’s park and trail system
· Final Approval of Wellhead Protection Plan Part II.  One more notification to go out to LGU’s and one more implementation meeting to be held with staff
· School Speed Zone Study completed and submitted to MDOT for their departmental review

· MN DNR Local Trail connection Grant application not selected for funding.  ($1.9 million was available, $7.7 million was applied for)

· Approve acceptance of grant from MN Dept. of Health for a $2,500.00 grant for fluoridation equipment replacement

· Clarification of Resolution 2019-048 Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for Rushford Days to indicate wine tasting scheduled for July 11th  and beer tent for July 19-21st 

· Newsletter #3 for 2019 Street Improvement Project – first two blocks are done with gravel to be placed on Walnut St. this week
Upon roll call all voted aye.

As per public notification, public comment will be taken to consider an amendment to the adoption of the draft Floodplain Management Ordinance, as conditionally approved by the MN DNR, and to consider the repeal of the 1993 Floodplain Management Ordinance.  The purpose for the new ordinance is to insure the most recent federal and state standards are met due to the recent updates of the flood insurance rate maps (FIRMS) within the City.   The City needs to remain eligible for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  The deadline for documenting and certifying the ordinance is August 15, 2019.  Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to open the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk attended the meeting with a presentation/overview of the ordinance, changes to the mapping with the following items highlighted:
· The original FIRM maps are from 1980; and the Ordinance last updated in 1993
· Updated mapping is a result of the levee recertification and the 2015 interior flood drainage study

· General intent of ordinance is mostly unchanged, just more details and clarification.
· Current floodplain district replaced with three new districts:  

· Floodway district – actual waterway of flood

· Flood Fringe District – areas inside the levee that may have interior drainage issues; may be impacted for building purposes, must build above elevation listed
· General Floodplain District – modeling not done in detail or they can’t tell what the area should be designated as
· Financial institutions will be contacting property owners to tell them they need insurance or they need an amended type of insurance because of a different designation; insurance agents will also be working with individuals
· If property owners are told to get insurance, they should do so and work on getting their designation changed; may apply for refund

· If a property is nonconforming,  a letter of map amendment may get the designation changed

· No one from the public was present with questions or concerns on the ordinance

After further discussion and review there was a Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to adopt Chapter 16 of the City of Rushford Zoning Ordinance, Floodplain Ordinance, and to repeal in its' entirely the 1993 Floodplain Management Ordinance.  The ordinance will be recorded at Fillmore County for all parcels in the City of Rushford.  Also approved is a condensed version of the ordinance for publication purpose.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on potential methods of notification to property owners who may be affected by the new FIRM maps.  The DNR had provided sample letters to notify property owners and FEMA/NFIP had provided sample letters for insurance agents to use to notify their clients.  Financial lenders will be notifying homeowners who will then have 45 days to obtain flood insurance.  Discussion was held on conducting an analysis of newly mapped areas, finding the lowest adjacent grade of existing houses, or potentially conducting batches of areas that may benefit from a letter of map adjustment (LOMA).  Bolton & Menk is working on providing an inventory of how many properties will be affected and need some assistance.  More information will be brought back to the Council for review.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the adoption of Resolution 2019-050 entering into a Grant Agreement with MDOT, Dept. of Aeronautics for the Hangar Apron Reconstruction project A2311-31.  The Council had approved plans and specifications for this project in March, quotations were solicited and the total project cost is expected to be no more than $103,000.00.  The State grant share of this project would be $77,250.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve adoption of Amendment #A01 to MN Grant Agreement #1026659 for the Airport Fuel system Project.  The amendment details an additional $15,000.00 in costs for the project with the State and City agreeing to split the cost of this additional engineering expense.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held regarding the request of Winona Health/Rushford Clinic to designate two parking spaces next to the handicapped parking space in the Norsquare Parking Lot.  The signage would apply only during office hours and general public could thereafter use those parking spaces.  The sign would be purchased and installed by Winona Health.  Public Works and the Police Chief have reviewed the request.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the designation of the parking spaces for patient parking.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:10 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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