REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 25, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a Resolution for the Federal Recreation Trails Grant and a letter from Administration for Children & Families.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the June 11, 2018, regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with Heidi Bly Jones, candidate for Fillmore County Auditor/Treasurer visiting.  Jones introduced herself to the Council noting her career in public service and years with the Fillmore County Auditor’s Office, as well as experience on the Ostrander City Council.  Jones also wished to encourage everyone to vote in the upcoming August 14th primary election.  She also encouraged others to visit her website for more information.
The following notices and communication were reviewed:

· Coalition Greater MN Cities (CGMC) Summer conference in Mankato, July 25-27th
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 06/25/18
· Approval as recommended by EDA of Resolution 2018-042 Micro Grant to Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce for $500.00 for television advertising/promotionals, with an estimated total cost of $4,200.00.  Ryman reported the RPVCC plan to target certain demographics with the advertising

· Approval of spreadsheet detailing the status of Micro Grant funding to date

· Notification received from MN Dept. of Natural Resources indicating our application for the local trail connection matching funds grant program was not granted; noting there was funding for three projects and the City ranked as number four

· Adoption of Resolution 2018-043 Granting a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License to Rushford Festivities, Inc. for the annual community celebration to be held on July 20-22, 2018 at the Fest Grounds on Industrial Drive West of the Historic Depot

· Approval of the granting temporary permission to Rushford Festivities, Inc. for its coordinators to operate golf-type vehicles on City streets during the 2018 celebration to be held July 20-22, 2018

· It was noted the Rushford Festivities committee had chosen this year’s parade Grand Marshal to be the Dorothy O’Donnell family

· A letter was reviewed from the Acting Director of the Office of Community Services, Administration for Children & Families noting federal funding was being terminated to the 
Community Service Block Grants Program (CSBG).  The Mayor had earlier submitted a letter of support for this program, administered by Semcac in Rushford

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the Bluff Land Triathlon event set for Saturday, October 13, 2018 starting and ending at Creekside Park.  The event includes hiking up the bluff trail, biking out past Peterson and back and a run on the trail towards Houston.  Last year around 100 persons participated and this year they expect equal or more.  The event will include chip timing and include a “junior” event for kids aged 10 and under.  The City has assisted with coordinating efforts for several years for this annual event for the use of parks, trails, public works effort and emergency services.  
A meeting was held with the MN DOT Landscape Architect to discuss planning for plantings along highways, potential plans for improving the downtown hardscape areas and potential plans for the City entrance signage.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve Resolution 2018-044 MN DOT Agreement Project #SP2307-969C Rushford Landscape Partnership – Phase 3 for the acquisition of landscape materials to be placed adjacent to Trunk Highway 43 South and Trunk Highway 16 West and authorizing the Mayor and Clerk/treasurer to apply for the funding on behalf of the City.  Plans for this round of funding include fall tree and perennial plantings north of the south end bridge and around to Highway 16.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2018-045 Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $1,000.00 from DuPont Pioneer Giving Program for the Rushford Fire Department towards the purchase of air lifting bags.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve Resolution 2018-046 Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $500.00 from the RP Booster Club to the Rushford Public Library for the children’s summer reading program.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2018-047 Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $200.00 from Jessica Miller for the purchase and planting of an oak tree on Magelssen Bluff Park as a memorial for M. Richard Hall.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A letter was reviewed from MN DNR regarding the Valley Crest Riders application for Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) grant funding for the purchase of tractor equipment for trail maintenance.  The DNR is recommending to the FHWA to award this grant.  Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2018-048 acknowledging the City will accept the grant on behalf of the Valley Crest Rider’s Snowmobile Club and agrees to act as the sponsoring unit of government, acting as a pass-through agent.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· MN Rural Water Association Water and Wastewater Operating Training will be held July 11th and 12th at the American Legion; Chamber is providing promotional material for attendees to choose their lunch destination

· Council member Benson reported on a positive story from a citizen with a sewer line issue; thanking the City for the city hall staff assistance and the prompt response of public works personnel to correct the situation
· An update was provided on the scheduling for WWII veteran Joseph M. Johnson’s repatriation event scheduled for July 7th.  
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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