REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 8, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson, Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of taking action on an EDA appointment. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2013 meeting as presented. Upon roll call all voted aye.  
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time. 
The following communications were received:
· Notification from Ace Communications regarding channel line-up changes
· Rushford Lutheran Church Family Education wishes to use the green space behind City Hall for one weekend in October (yet to be determined) for a “Cardboard City” fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity – certificate of insurance will be provided.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 07/08/13.
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of June Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of June Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Kirsten Zoellner reported on the status of the Rushford Peterson Valley Farmer’s Market, scheduled to open for the first day on July 17th.  It was noted appropriate certificate of insurance is on file at City Hall, the area at Creekside Park has been inspected for any hazards, utilities have been located and rules and paperwork for vendors are established.  Zoellner requested City support of $100.18 for an advertising/marketing ad and banner.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson that the City is supportive of the Farmer’s Market efforts and to approve the purchase of the advertising/banner.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering attended the meeting to discuss the proposals received for the TH 16 Storm Sewer Reconstruction Project.  Two proposals were received with the low quote being from TJ’s Trucking & Excavating of Winona for $34,389.00.  The project includes removal of undersized storm sewer and inlets from Elm St. across Highway 16; to be done while the State has the highway dug up for resurfacing.  This also prepares the storm sewer for the additional flow from the proposed Motel project in that area.  Recently the Graham building experienced sanitary sewer problems in that area and Kwik Trip is also replacing their sanitary sewer in the same area.  It was noted during the Kwik Trip dig, contractors experienced some bad soil and the PCA was notified as a precautionary measure.  TJ’s Trucking (former Winona Excavating crew members) would use State contractors as subs on this project and the City would purchase the materials directly.  Council member Bunke asked how the City could insure the project is being done correctly with correct materials.  It was noted that industry standards have changed over the years; the City has policies in place and forms for information on projects like this that were not in place years ago; and the City utilizes engineering services more now than they have in the past.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to accept the quote of TJ’s Trucking & Excavating in the amount of $34,389.00 for the TH 16 Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Some discussion was held on the possible need to replace the sanitary sewer force main located on the north side of Highway 16 from the Legion lift station to Elm Street.  Further investigation will be done on this project prior to any decisions being made.

Discussion was held on retaining Blumentritt Land Survey to conduct a survey, at a cost of $5,600.00, of the proposed Rushford Inn motel site north of Highway 16 to properly identify other city property and easements; either existing or to be established.    It was noted topographical information is needed and research necessary for determining appropriate utility easements.  Discussion was held on the soil borings and findings; noting the excavation would include digging out dirt and filling back in on the site.  The Rushford Inn developers are working with Farmer’s Elevator to swap dirt from their project.  Discussion was also held regarding the need to maintain adequate clearance for the fire department vehicle and trailer to exit and enter the west facing garage.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve Blumentritt Land Survey conducting the survey of the proposed motel site at the cost of $5,600.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Council member Dahl wished to discuss various road, storm water and tree issues on Magelssen Bluff.  Dahl noted the grading of the roadway did not include enough of a crown in the middle and the gravel pushed to the sides should be recovered; there should also be more gravel near the bottom and the gate.  This would also help the water run off and snow melt issues on the road.  A recent cost estimate indicated base and blacktop to the top of the hill would cost at a minimum $115,000.00.  Council member Bunke asked to research what material is used at Oxbow Park as that road is dust free and shed water well.  Discussion was also held on the possibility of harvesting trees off the bluff.  It was noted the DNR had a plan for tree removals and the City did harvest on top and on the north side a few years ago.  Dahl felt there were more trees that could be taken this fall and winter.  Council member Bunke also noted that loggers may also be interested in the scrapwood trees in the area of the proposed new canoe launch east of the South End bridge on Hwy 43.  

Discussion was held on proposed policies and/or ordinances regarding the control of the deer population in the City.  Considerable discussion has been held at the Tri-City meetings regarding deer control.  Samples of Red Wing and Rochester ordinances had been reviewed which called for not feeding deer as well as having a controlled hunt within the City.  DNR Officers had outlined hunting rules and processes which would include hunting during regular doe season, limiting the hunters, limiting the days and limiting the space to hunt.  Potential problems were discussed regarding discharging weapons (bow hunting) near housing, walking trails; wounded animals wandering and dying.  Citizens have often complained of the deer eating gardens, flowers and other vegetation.  It was noted the City of Peterson allows hunting and that CRV was exploring an extended area/time of hunting.  The Council was divided on the issue of hunting within the City limits.  Discussion was held on creating an ordinance  to limit deer feeding and perhaps with increased hunting in the Village, there may be some improvement in the deer population; if not, the issue would be addressed again in a year.   Staff will provide ordinance language for review at the next council meeting.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept Don Paulson’s resignation from the Planning Commission and to approve his appointment to the EDA.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

An advertisement will be published for the open Planning Commission seat, as well as the existing open Airport Commission seat.

The next Tri-City meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.
It was noted the “Jumps for Hope” event at the Municipal Airport was very successful and the fundraising event exceeded expectations.  Coming up in September the Airport will be hosting their “SpectaculAir” event.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:00 a.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

July 8, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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