REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 08, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve the June 24, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present at this time wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· Newsletter #4 for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project; it was noted work was progressing well, but the crew needed to start dewatering again due to weather conditions

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 7/08/19

· Approval of PWD Overtime and Banked Hours Report
· Approval of the Financial Statement – including quarterly fund summary report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. May Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of updated EDA/RLF balances

· Review of Spring Clean Up 2019 Detail; revenues, expenses and history of event.  It was noted net cost after in house expenses was $9.56.  The past 16 years of activities has cost a total $867.03 to properly dispose of and recycle items.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Fire Chief, Chad Rasmussen attended the meeting to discuss his recommendation and report regarding the purchase of a 2019 Ranger for the Rushford Fire Department.  Having received a very favorable quote from M&M Lawn & Leisure, the memo detailed the benefits of the 2019 model as well as the benefits of keeping the older Ranger for other uses.  Photos were provided of both the old and new Ranger, details provided regarding additional equipment to be mounted and potential uses for both rigs.  It was noted the new unit would have the water skid unit mounted on it and the older unit would stay open.  The estimated cost for the 2019 Polaris Quad Cab 1000, with substantial discounts applied, would be $15,413.00 plus approximately $2,200.00 for a windshield, roof, heavy duty shocks and rope winch.  There is adequate funding in both the Fire General Fund and the Fire Mill Rate Fund to purchase this rig as well as a significant amount of donations received as memorials where donors would like to see the funds be used for equipment needs.  Discussion was held on room to store an additional rig, and the possibility of extending the bed of the older unit for ease of hauling equipment and patients, the uses for this type of rig and the need to have more than one available when emergency situations arise.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to accept the proposal for the purchase of a 2019 Polaris Ranger for the Rushford Fire Dept. and to include a light bar, stickers and investigate an extending the bed.  M&M Lawn & Leisure was also thanked for their support of the department.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Chief Rasmussen also provided an updated spreadsheet detailing the years and potential costs for replacing other fire department tankers, pumpers and rescue rigs.  These units have a 20-30 year rotation and perhaps longer if miles are kept low and they are properly maintained.  The Department routinely sets aside funds to cover these expensive replacements when the need arises.
Sgt. Nate Klinski attended the meeting to discuss the Rushford Police Department recommendation and report regarding the hiring of part-time officers for the Police Dept.  It is an on-going effort to maintain part-time officers on staff to cover during vacations, sick leave, court time or special events.  The Department has been in the process of reviewing applications and conducting background checks and is recommending the hiring of Darin Daveau as a part-time officer, working on a part-time, as needed basis.  Daveau is fully licensed and able to start work as needed.  The Department is also requesting the hiring of Cale Stensgard pending completion of in-house training and other POST mandated requirements.  Stensgard has previously worked in a reserve capacity, recently completed his four-year degree and his skills training.  Stensgard will continue to serve in a reserve capacity until all other requirements are met to allow him to be POST licensed.  Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the Police Department and hire David Daveau on a part-time basis and to continue the processing of Cale Stensgard to move him from a reserve status to a part-time officer status when appropriate.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the following Resolutions:

2016-051 Resolution Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $200.00 for trees for Creekside Park from friends and classmates in honor of Delores Thompson and Howard & Jan Benson

2016-052 Resolution Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $500.00 for trees in the North end Park from Harold & Carolene Jacobson & Family

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on updating a portion of the City’s Communications Policy to address recent legislative changes regarding cell phone use while driving.  Suggested language from the League of MN Cities was incorporated into the policy as attached.  When completed, the revised policy would be made available to all persons affected by the policy.  Discussion was held regarding the need for additional language in this policy to address security for computers and possibly social media language.  Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the amended language for the Communications Policy regarding cell phone use.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Further review will be conducted for possible other amendments to the policy.
The next item of business was to review the Draft Cable Television Franchise Ordinance. Several versions of this ordinance have been reviewed between Acentek’s CFO Darren Moser, city staff, city attorney Mike Flaherty and city attorney for franchise review Mike Bradley of Bradley Law, LLC.  In January 2019 the City agreed to extend the franchise agreement through the end of June 2019 while terms of the agreement were negotiated.  The few remaining areas were highlighted, with city attorney comments, which are yet to be ironed out.  CFO Moser attended the meeting noting this is a cable agreement, not a broadband agreement; Acentek recently has built up their broadband network; Acentek currently has agreements with approximately 110 township and cities; Acentek currently has approximately 52% of the market share in the City of Rushford; the negotiations  with Acentek were delayed/extended when different personnel started reviewing the agreement.  Administrator Chladek noted this would be a ten year agreement and when completed would be provided to Mediacom for their action as well.  Areas to be ironed yet include which services are included in gross revenue for the franchise percentage fee to be applied against; the removal of “extra” language that is already covered by FCC standards; language regarding selling or transferring the franchise; language regarding what is considered a violation of the contract; and retaining statutory language that is intended to level the playing field with other potential franchisees.  The Council briefly discussed some of these issues with the consensus being that Chladek, Moser and the City Attorney get these last few items ironed out and provide a final version to the Council for their next meeting.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· Notices have been posted and published regarding the garbage rate increase, as per contract language, effective July, 2019.  The monthly fee, including tax, will increase $.31 and the red bag fee, including tax, will increase $.06.
· The City will be having an election this fall for the Mayor and two Council positions.  Notices and paperwork will soon be posted and made available for interested parties.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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