REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 9, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the June 25, 2018, regular council meeting minutes.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one present wishing to speak.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 07/09/18
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report

· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of Police Dept. Activity Report

· Approval of the Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of the EDA/RLF Status Report
· Approval of Golf Cart Type Permit for Relay for Life event July 13, 2018

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Elizabeth Wefel, Attorney & Lobbyist from the Coalition of Greater MN Cities (CGMC) met with the Council for the annual update on the results of the recent legislative session, other projects and areas of concern for Minnesota Cities. Wefel stated over 97 cities are now members of CGMC and it is through the efforts of all cities working together that legislative issues can be addressed, improved and put into effect.  This year was to be a bonding bill year, but disagreements between the representatives and the Governor and in the end there was no tax bill at the end of the legislative session.  The “omnibus, omnibus bill” lumped together too many unrelated issues and the Governor did not sign it.  Goals of CGMC included bringing LGA funding back to the 2002 level and protecting the LGA formulas; obtaining adequate funding for water/wastewater grants and business development grants; improving transportation funding and providing a permanent dedicated funding for city street improvements; addressing EDA issues and staying on top of annexation issues.  Supplemental grant funds were provided in the Public Finance Authority (PFA) funding to help insure rates can remain affordable when Cities have to undertake large water and sewer infrastructure projects.  Funds were borrowed against lottery funding for water/sewer projects which is not a sustainable funding source and will need to be addressed in the next legislative session.  One new requirement is that the MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) must look at the long term debt of a community when considering imposing expense compliance issues.  A question was raised as to if this long term debt included all debt of a community or just the wastewater debt.  Wefel later provided information that the statutory language details that any compliance schedule for new effluent limits must be developed to maximize the repayment of existing debt on wastewater infrastructure before requiring additional upgrades.  Another area of concern throughout the State is to address child care issues and how to finance training and creation of facilities to meet the shortage.  As this is an election year and there will be a new Governor, the majority leadership could change.  CGMC intends to conduct candidate forms and learn and share as much information as they can on each of the candidates running for State office.  Wefel also encouraged the attendance at the Legislative Action day in January.  
Administrator Chladek reported on a meeting he attended with SELCO representatives and the Fillmore County Board library committee to discuss County financing levels for library services throughout the County.  Statistics were provided indicating a disparity between percentage of circulation and percentage of funding provided to provide services.  County residents using City libraries represent 40.22% of the circulation while the County only provides 26.03% of the funding; which means City libraries are subsidizing the county residents using their facilities.  The purpose of the meeting was to encourage the County Board to devise a plan to make the funding more equitable and to increase their funding levels, specifically more than the historical annual increase of 2%.  It is not expected to close this financing gap in one year, rather have a consist increase planned to cover residents outside the cities who use the various library services.  Citizens were encouraged to contact their County Commissioner, Randy Dahl, regarding this funding disparity.  Further negotiations will be held with the County and area City Councils will be encouraged to contact their respective Commissioners to urge them to take action.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· RP School committee meeting on old school site planning to review any proposals received, rescheduled for July 10th at 5 p.m.
· City attorney proposals are being reviewed, with a recommendation to be brought to the Council for action prior to the end of July

· Councilmember Benson noted she had received word from an individual who had volunteered to help with landscape work/projects when the opportunity arises; this offer was much appreciated and it is hoped others may join the effort

· Relay for Life events are scheduled for Friday the 13th; public works is assisting the group with tables, fencing, garbage containers, etc. etc. and citizens were encouraged to join the events

· It was noted that the RASA production of Mary Poppins will be held from June 18th thru the 22nd of Rushford Days; many other events are being planned for the Rushford Days week and citizens were encouraged to attend and participate and assist the planning group if they can

· Mayor Hallum wished to thank the American Legion and VFW members and all who worked on the committee for the Repatriation of Veteran Joseph M. Johnson; the procession into town, the funeral, the cemetery ceremonies and fellowship in Creekside Park after.  All events were well organized, well attended and the community should be proud of the efforts put forth to honor this veteran’s return.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:29 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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