REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 11, 2016
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell Absent:  Bunke
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a notification of Tri-County Electric Annual Meeting Notice for July 19, 2016.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the June 27, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey to approve the July 5, 2016, special meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.
The following notifications were received:

· Memo from League of MN Cities denoting Legislators of Distinction for 2016.  The League’s Board of Directors recognized 31 legislators for their actions and leadership on various legislative issues of importance to cities across the state.  LMC requests the City share recognition that Representative Greg Davids was recognized for authoring or co-authoring several bills reflecting League priorities and for being accessible to League staff.

· Notification of DNR, Jamie Edwards, meeting to address concerns and answer questions about rattlesnakes in the Rushford area; July 20th, CRV meeting room 6:30 p.m.
· Semcac 50th Anniversary Open House, July 12, 2016, with a proclamation presentation by Mayor Hallum at 2:15 p.m.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 7/11/16
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. Activity Report

· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Alissa Blaha, Development Coordinator,  Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) provided an update on the Foundation’s work and funding needs. SMIF is celebrating their 30th anniversary and has proven to be good stewards of their partner contributions, leveraging $10.00 for every $1.00 contribution.  SMIF promotes regional and economic opportunities and has invested over $96.7 million in the region since 1986.  Gap lending, grants, loans, and technical assistance are just a few of the SMIF programs offered over a 20 county area.  Area use of funds has included Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce Branding Initiative; Rushford Community Foundation, early childhood programs, literacy and reading programs and so forth.  A relatively new initiative is farmland retention development.  The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Blaha for presenting the information and for the investment SMIF has made in the community over the years.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2016-048 Acknowledging a Donation from the Rushford Lutheran Church’s congregation benevolence $500.00 for the Rushford Fire Department and $500.00 for the Rushford Ambulance Service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on a proposal to conduct a professional appraisal for the former municipal liquor building.  In order to consider all options for use of the building, including the option to sell, a fair market value appraisal would be needed.  The building has not been marketed for sale before, only for leasing options which did not materialize.  A proposal was received from John Campe for a not-to- exceed price of $3,500.00 could help the Council decide if they wish to market the building for sale, and if so, for how much and for how long.  Other options for the building include remodeling for use as city office space and council chambers.  Some council members felt the proposed cost for the appraisal seemed high, but without an appraisal it would be difficult to set an asking price.  Council was also reminded that if the building is sold and not used for public purpose a certain amount of funds would need to be reimbursed to the State in accordance with the agreement of receiving state bond funds.    Council members all agreed they would prefer having the property on the tax rolls with the possibility of new jobs being created, but a fair market value is needed.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to approve the contract with John Campe to conduct a commercial appraisal on the former municipal liquor building, but to discuss pricing with him and attempt to lower the fee.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.
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