REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Resolution 2019-054 in the Consent Agenda.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the July 8, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present at this time wishing to speak.
The following notices were reviewed:

· Newsletter #5 for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project
· SEMLM Summer Meeting Notice – July 30th in Red Wing

· Accepting Affidavits of Candidacy for 11/5/19 City Election

· Reminder from Dept. of Homeland Security/FEMA regarding flood plain management measures and NFIP regulations deadline of 8/15/19.  All required comments, affidavits, notices and filings were submitted on July 11, 2019.  Clerk Zacher noted that just today, a letter of Final State Approval was received from the DNR which had been submitted to the FEMA Region 5 representative.

· Bicycle Safety Class, Saturday 7/27/19 Rushford Police Dept.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 7/22/19
· Quarterly Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce (RPVCC) contract report and billing for services $2,773.00

· Review of Communications Policy – last meeting updated cell phone policy language; additional computer security language is now added.  Copies will be made available for all employees to sign off on.

· Approval of Resolution 2019-054 Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for Hardwood Country Sportsmen’s Club for a fundraising event at Nordic Lanes, 403 S. Mill St., on September 14, 2019.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2019-053 Appointing Election Judges for the General Election of November 5, 2019:  Luther Myhro, Carol Lukkason, Heather Larson, Louane Davidson, Juliann Frick, Jennifer Hengel, Burton Svendsen, Kathy Zacher.  Upon roll call all voted aye,

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to accept the resignation letter from Officer Kaylee Inglett as she accepts employment with the City of LaCrescent Police Dept. with her last day of employment to be July 22nd.    Acknowledging the vacant position of police officer,  a posting of the open police officer position will be made for five (5) days as per bargaining agreement language.  Depending on the interest shown by qualified employees of the City, a recommendation will be brought to the Council at the next meeting.  The Council expressed their thanks to Inglett for a job well done and wished her the best of luck in her new ventures.  Council member Benson noted it was a compliment to the department that our officers are experienced and hirable by other departments. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the proposed Ordinance Granting a Franchise to Ace Telephone Association DB AcenTek to Operate and/or Maintain a Cable Television System in the City of Rushford, and setting for conditions for that franchise.  A public hearing will be required to consider adopting this ordinance and repealing the 1996 and 2003 Franchise/Cable Communications Ordinance.  Discussion was held on the reasons and benefits of updating this franchise ordinance and for the first time providing for the collection of franchise fees and public educational, and governmental (PEG) access fees. Discussion was also held regarding determining what the end result might be to an average customer for the % fees to be charged.  Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to set the public hearing for August 12, 2019 at the Rushford City Hall at 6:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 3 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· Council member O’Donnell reported the Library’s Scholastic Book Sale was successful for a first time event and ideas are in place for future events

· Administrator Chladek reported the Airport Commission will be reviewing FBO proposals that are to be submitted by the end of July and their August 5th meeting

· Root River Jams music event is scheduled for Saturday, August 10, 2019 in the Norsquare Parking Lot; with a music event to be held earlier in the afternoon in the street adjacent to Shawnee’s Bar & Grill.

· Mayor Chris Hallum announced at this time that he would not be running for Mayor in the upcoming election; having served ten years as the Mayor.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:07 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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