REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 23, 2018
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman and Linder
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the agenda as presented noting that Resolution 2018-049 may be removed for action.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the July 9, 2018, regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.  
The following notices and communications were reviewed:
· League of MN Cities memo on State Revenue Outlook
· Thank you from MN Rural Water Association for hosting training sessions in Rushford on July 11, 2018; 59 people attended the Safe Drinking Water Act training

· Thank you cards were received by Mayor Hallum, Administrator Chladek and Clerk Zacher from Elizabeth Wefel following her recent meeting with the Council

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 07/23/18
· Recap of Spring Clean-Up 2018 Statistics, Costs and Net positive balance for this year.  Recap of past year’s activities provided for comparison purposes.

· Request for gambling resolution 2018-049 was withdrawn

· Approval of Resolution 2018-050 Exemption from Lawful Gambling for Hardwood Country Sportsmen’s Club for a September 15th fund raising activity at Nordic Lanes

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Fillmore County Commissioner Randy Dahl was unable to attend tonight’s meeting to discuss the circulation and funding for SELCO/City libraries vs. County appropriations.  Handout materials were reviewed but the matter will be put on the agenda again for the August 13th meeting.

Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk provided a presentation regarding the Capital Improvement Planning, 2019 Street & Utility Proposed Improvement Project.  Information covered the CIP Plan, the improvement projects completed to date, condition of existing infrastructure throughout the City, a reconstruction priority list indicating the worst case areas, preliminary cost estimates for the priority project, proposed financing plans to include assessments, proposed timeline for the planning, providing information at several neighborhood meetings, conducting the necessary hearings, bid letting process, construction of the project and over-site during the course of construction.  The areas in this project include Grove Street, Walnut Street, N. Burr Oak Street, and Circle Drive.  Olinger answered questions regarding the age of the infrastructure which involves cast iron water lines and clay sanitary lines; both of which need replacement to meeting current standards. It was noted these area has had trouble with sewer and water infrastructure in the past, it would be good to move some 
of the sewer out of the levee area and the streets are in a very deteriorated condition. It was noted to properly prepare, camera work would be done on the sewer lines and all the laterals so homeowners would know the condition of their service lines.  The Council reviewed the project area and discussed the preliminary engineering, survey work and topographic work needed prior to bid letting.  In another smaller project, it was noted that Lamplighters Lane would have improvements of pavement replacement only as this is the major issue with that street and there are other options for future sewer/water repairs to the two homes when it becomes necessary.   Discussion was also held on the financial planning for this project, noting that the bonding for this project will meet the City’s self-imposed guideline for debt levels and noting that the next big project is not scheduled until 2022 where there will be another joint project to take advantage of some funding with MDOT.  After considerable discussion there was a Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2018-049 Feasibility Study for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement and Lamplighters Lane project and to authorize the Work Order with Bolton & Menk to prepare the preliminary engineering report along with topographic and boundary survey work.  It was noted the first neighborhood meeting will be scheduled for August 7th to invite property owners to hear about the scope of the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Pending legislation S/3157 regarding small cell wireless was provided for review.  This legislation would over-ride the 2017 MN Legislation regarding small cell wireless and circumvent local right-of-way authority.  Consideration was given to sending a letter to Senator Amy Klobuchar and copied to Senator Tina Smith and Representative Tim Walz, in opposition to this proposed legislation.  Discussion was held on the premise that this legislation is an unnecessary, one-size-fits-all preemption of ordinances and procedures already in place.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the Council signing the attached letter to be send to the elected federal officials in opposition to S/3157.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A staff report was reviewed regarding the appointment of a new City Attorney to take effect August 1, 2018, upon the expiration of the term of the current Civil City Attorney.  Attorney Chiglo had chosen not to renew his appointment to serve.  Two proposals were reviewed with the recommendation to authorize a contract with Flaherty & Hood, Winona, MN who specializes in municipal legal issues and who also serves as counsel and lobbying firm for the CGMC.  The hourly price for services was within range of current prices $135.00-$145.00 depending on type of service rendered.  Staff noted the proposed contract language had a few areas yet to be detailed/clarified.  Motion by Ryman seconded by Benson to accept the recommendation and appoint Flaherty & Hood as city attorney, effective August 1, 2018, and to send the revised contract to them for review and execution.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:
· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 2 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· RP School Facilities Committee meeting is rescheduled for August 21st
· August 2nd the Merriweather Circus will be in town, sponsored by Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce and Rushford Lions Club; at the JMW empty lot; Mayor Hallum will be escorting the advance clown around to day care centers, and the public library

· Congratulations were provided to the RASA production of “Mary Poppins” which was very popular.  It was also noted out of town visitors were impressed with the school pride exhibited by students who offered to show them around their new school facility

· Discussion was held regarding closing a portion of the August 13th regular meeting to consider offers or counteroffers for the purchase of real property within the City; the RP School properties located at 102 N. Mill Street.  Authorization for a closed meeting for this purpose falls under MN Statute 13D.05 subd 3(c).  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to close a portion of the 8/13/18 meeting, at the end of the evening, for the above purpose.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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