REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 24 2017
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Resolution 2017-047 Exemption from Lawful Gambling.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the July 10, 2017, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.  
The following notices and communications were reviewed:

· Pitch the Commissioner:  7/31/17 Preston 3:30 p.m. pitch ideas to MN Commissioner of Health about what the State can do to strengthen Fillmore County’s health initiatives

· “Bike Share of Rushford” operating out of the Rushford Public Library

· Notification of Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) 2017 Annual Luncheon Tuesday, 10/17/17 in Owatonna, MN

· Received notification from MN DNR that they could only fund give applications (out of 27 received) for the Local Trail Connection Grant; encouraging submitting again next year

· Review of Quarterly report of RP Valley Chamber of Commerce activities, including public access channel management, centralized communication efforts, targeted marketing and promotions and community beautification and way-finding signage
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 07/24/17
· Approval of Resolution 2017-042 Approving a $500.00 Matching Funds Micro Grant to David & Lynn Hinz, Rushford LLC for commercial building enhancements; total project cost of $3,000.00
· Approval of Resolution 2017-043 Approving a $450.00 Matching Funds Micro Grant to Tri-County Record/Bluff Country News for interior and exterior signage improvements; total project cost of $900.00

· Review Attached spreadsheet of Micro Grant Activity

· Approval of Resolution 2017-047 Approving an Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the Hardwood Sportsmen’s Club for a fund raising event on September 16, 2017 at Nordic Lanes

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Alissa Blaha, Development Coordinator, from Southern Minnesota Initiation Foundation (SMIF) provided an update on the Foundation’s work and discussed funding for 2018.  SMIF recently provided community collaboration grants to four communities, including Rushford.  SMIF also wishes to emphasis how partner contributions are allocated and the impact made in the region.  The SMIF history includes 30 years investing in the 20 county area of south central and southeastern Minnesota. SMIF is focusing on three main areas:  early childhood (ECFE), entrepreneurship (building vibrant communities) and community collaboration grants (helping insure vitality of communities).  For every donation of $1.00 from Fillmore County $31.00 is invested back into communities.  SMIF also serves as the host for the local Rushford Community Foundation.  A new strategic plan for SMIF includes being the lender for gap financing and providing assistance through different loan pools.  SMIF’s major funding is derived from the McKnight Foundation, donations and lending program revenues.  The Council thanked Mrs. Blaha for her visit and for the continued collaborations with SMIF.
Heather Larson, Chair of the Rushford Library Board, presented the 2016 Annual Report.  Highlights include being open 45 hours per week, being staffed by 1.75 FTE; with 34,108 visitors to the library; internet participation increased to 6,557; 39 programs offered with 842 participants; in house collection of almost 25,000 items, and 36,000 e-materials.  Interlibrary loans increased to other libraries to 5,393 and total check outs totaled 31,732.  It was noted that many grants and special programs are offered; the use of e-materials is increasing, the library is seen as a safe environment for kids and more and more people are making use of Wi-Fi capabilities.  Council members noted their appreciation for the increased use and programs made available through the library.  It was suggested that next year’s report indicate a year-to-year comparison.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve with Thanks Resolution 2017-044 Acknowledging a Donation of surplus funds from the 2002 Boy Scout Eagle Project of Michael O’Donnell at the Rushford Aquatic Center.  The request is that the $6,010.42 in funds be used to replace aquatic center equipment and amenities as their life cycle ends.  Staff has identified items such as a pool vacuum and patron umbrellas/chairs as items to be purchased.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve with Thanks Resolution 2017-045 Acknowledging a Donation of $1,000.00 from Doug Himlie to be used for enhancements, repairs and replacements of amenities and equipment on the Magelssen Bluff Park.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2017-046 Appointing Election Judges for the City General Election of November 7, 017; Mayor 2-year term; Two Council positions each for 4 year term.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on preliminary information gathered on the possible acquisition of two residential properties on Lamplighter’s Lane.  Discussion was held on the cost/benefit analysis of two tax paying properties vs the costs of street and infrastructure rebuilding and the assessable cost to those two properties and the remaining cost for all tax payers.  Discussion was initiated as one of the homes is currently on the market.  Various options would include the City purchasing the properties but renting them out for a period of time, eventually repurpose or demolish the homes, vacating the utilities and eventually closing the street.  The City would lose some tax revenues and some utility revenues, but would also no longer need to provide maintenance for the utilities and would not have a large infrastructure rebuild to consider how to pay for.  The Council felt there was a need to further research what the cost/benefit analysis would be for the various options and to discuss further with the property owners their thoughts and plans.  Staff will obtain further information from engineers and consultants regarding options available for this area.

The following information was provided for updates and reports on new or on-going initiatives:
· Open positions exist on Airport, Electric and Tree Boards

· The Airport fuel system project is progressing with concrete work being completed

· Robert W. Bunke Field dedication held over Rushford Days weekend; large turn-out of dignitaries, friends and flyers

· Pre-con meeting will be held early August for Feeder #5 electric project, with planned power outage scheduled for October
· Labor/Management contract negotiations will continue July 27th
· Recap of city-wide events; biker event, Rushford Days, Relay for Life, River Rumble, RP School opening, Flood commemoration event
Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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