REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020
The Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting is not practical or feasible due to the health pandemic, COVID-19. This meeting is being conducted by an electronic group meeting on Zoom where all participating council and staff members are able to hear and see one another.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the July 13, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
There were no members of the public joining the meeting or providing comments.
The following notices were reviewed:

· AcenTek notice of 70th Annual Meeting to be held virtually 9/15/20 at 7 p.m.
· Notice of Primary Election/Offices on the ballot and polling locations – it was noted the Secretary of State’s Office has seen a 1,167% increase in absentee voting to date over the 2018 election

· Harter’s letter and calendars for the new pickup schedule effective August, 2020 was received; recycling totes will be delivered last week in July

· Update from Bolton-Menk, Derek Olinger on the flood study for property owners – FEMA has received the request and review is in process; homeowners were encouraged to renew their flood insurance policies if their financial institutions require it, pending review the LOMR request

· MN Dept. of Health, Mandatory Mask Requirement Order – the State is providing masks to each County for distribution to businesses who need them.  Spring Valley Chamber will be the drop off point in Fillmore County and Fillmore County Public Health will allocate/distribute masks within the communities

· It was noted a very nice video has been posted of the Bluff Land Tri event and highlights the event and the beauty of the area

Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 07/27/20
· Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce 2nd quarter activity report

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Elizabeth Wefel, Attorney & Lobbyist from the Coalition of Greater MN Cities (CGMC) joined the meeting to review the recent legislative session and projects and areas of concern for Minnesota Cities.  Handouts and information were provided to the Council in advance of the following information she reviewed/discussed:
· CGMC currently serves 102 cities/membership growing
· Working on LGA/property taxes, economic development, annexation and land use, transportation, environment and energy and labor and employment issues

· COVID-19 changed legislative sessions; surplus became a deficit, civil unrest, bonding bill tied up

· Helping cities with COVID-19 resources; webinars, newsletters, zoom meetings

· CARES Act – Federal Coronavirus Relief Fund

· Pursing for bonding bill for wastewater, water infrastructure, BDPI grants, child care grants, public infrastructure  to support housing, roads and bridges; bonding bill will stimulate economy

· Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) health concerns of these chemicals in the drinking water; look for source reductions; educate on ways to prevent from entering waste stream; lobbying to be sure city’s aren’t held liable if laws are changed

· Child care issues; funds to six MN Initiative Foundations; DEED grants for early childhood; funding grants during COVID
· State budget projections – surplus became a deficit; working to protect LGA to be paid in full to cities and on time

· November elections could shift dynamics; Pandemic may continue to impact economy and legislative process

CGMC appreciates Rushford being members and partners and will continue to work on issues.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve Resolution 2020-027 Acknowledging with thanks a donation from the Rushford Lions Club for $250.00 and the Rushford Community Foundation for $350.00 for materials for the construction of a wooden top bench for the Magelssen Bluff Park gabion.  Rushford Lions Club members also provided the labor for building the structure.  It was noted there has been a very positive response to this project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Staff updates and reports included the following:
· Library Board met and will continue with the same course of action to provide curb-side service, computer access by appointment and will wait to see what happens with the upcoming school year
· EDA will review at their next meeting a RPVCC second business survey 

· Star Energy, electrical engineer, is setting up a pre-construction contractor’s meeting early August via Zoom to review the scope of work, follow up on status of materials, and start the project in August
· Airport paperwork is still in the works for finalizing the insurance claim on the fire, and for grant paperwork on the upcoming projects.  It is expected that federal grant funds will be released within the next couple of weeks
· Several on-line meetings and trainings are coming up from the League,  the SE League MN Cities and CGMC which staff will attend as available

· It was noted three RP School Board positions are open and people were encouraged to file for office

Motion by Linder seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:31 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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