REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 8, 2016
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell Absent:  Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to approve the July 25, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with Nancy Benson, Shauma Meyer and Sophie Myer wishing to bring  a safety matter to the council’s attention.  Benson read a letter regarding an incident with children crossing Mill Street/Hwy 43 at the north end bride crosswalk and a near miss with a driver who was either inattentive, speeding or both.  In an effort to prevent a tragic accident, the visitors were asking for some other safety measures to be put into place.  Clerk Zacher noted their letter had been shared with the police department (who run radar quite consistently in that north end area) and public works for their added attention to the area.   Crosswalk signage already exists on the south side of the bridge and another on the north side directly at the cross walk with additional arrow signage.  Public Works suggested installing a flashing yellow light on each of the crosswalk signs as an additional means of alerting drivers.  It was also noted that the City and School have applied for a Safe Routes to School grant which would hopefully provide additional lighted crosswalk signage and pathways for additional safety of pedestrians and bikers in the area north of the bridge.
The following notifications were received:

· Notification from Mediacom regarding rental rates for adapters

· Reminder of Primary Election August 9th with polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

· 2016 Taste of the Trail, September 24th form 10:00 to 3:00 pm

· Construction Update/Newsletter 2 on 2016 Street & Utility Improvement Project

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 8/8/16
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report (July activity report not available)
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The consent agenda item regarding the approval of appointment of Dan Wilkemeyer to serve a three year term on the Planning Commission had been pulled for further discussion.  Council member Bunke felt Mr. Wilkemeyer’s application form was incomplete and his attitude did not respect the process.  Clerk Zacher stated this may be a good learning experience for him to serve on a volunteer committee and that with more information and interaction with the committee; he would be able to provide his input to the group.  Council member Benson felt the City should not discourage volunteer efforts and Mayor Hallum stated he had spoken with the candidate.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the appointment of Dan Wilkemeyer to fill the open term on the Planning Commission.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Benson, O’Donnell  Voting No:  Bunke.  Motion carried.
Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates attended the meeting presenting the 2016 bond issues details, report on the present value savings, purchaser’s fees and other terms of the sale.  Bubany reviewed the negotiated sale he conducted for a bond to cover a cross over refunding bond from 2009 plus cover the costs of the new 2016 Improvement Project.  The City went through the rating process with Standard & Poors.  Bubany noted his negotiating with Robert W. Baird & Co. (a firm familiar with our City) included discussions on call option features and underwriter fees with an end result very favorable to the City; indicating a present value savings of $82,896.00 which is better than originally anticipated.  Given that the City already had a triggering resolution in place, the majority of the bond paperwork was completed when the conditions/prices were right with one final resolution needed to accept the sale.  Council member Bunke asked if there was a better way for the City to be operating, saving the need for the bonding process.  Bubany noted that the option for refinancing bonds is similar to homeowners refinancing their home loans when rates are more favorable.  We can do nothing, but when there is significant savings, the process is worth it and helps to manage the overall risk.  Interest are so low these days that he finds the refinancing and crossover refunding is well worth it.  Discussion was held on the “new money” portion of the bond, being set for a 10 year term while the refinanced portion mirrors the original ’09 bond.  Bubany noted that Robert W. Baird & Co. is a good partner for the City, putting some of their own funds into the bond as well.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2016-050 Accepting the Proposal on the Negotiated Sale of $2,100,000 General Obligation Improvement and Crossover Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A, Pledging Special assessment for the Security Thereof and Levying a Tax for the Payment Thereof.  Closing date for the bond is scheduled for August 15th.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Beth Tudahl, Jim Stennes and Mikaela Kall appeared before the Council representing Relay for Life an American Cancer Society fund raising event planned to be in Rushford in 2017 and 2018.  The last time the event was held in Rushford was in 2003/2004 and the volunteers are excited to be back in this area.  Discussion was held on the various activities held and the need for venues for meals, space for auctions, parking, camping, and various other activities.  The  Chairs of the committee will, of course, be looking for more volunteers to help plan and run the events.  Discussion was held on ways the City can support the event with Facebook and Website notifications, space for display signage, public works assistance for utilities and amenities, similar to Rushford Festivities events.  They were encouraged to partner with the Chamber, the Community Foundation, Churches and the various other volunteer organizations in the surrounding area.  The Mayor and Council were in support of the event, it’s good cause, the draw of visitors to the area and stated they would be a willing host for this worthwhile event; just keep the City informed of the progress and needs as the planning progresses.  
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2016-051 Approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Rushford on Behalf of its City Attorney and Police Department.  The JPA term is five (5) years and will be expiring soon.  The agreement allows the use of the Dept. Of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension systems and tools in the criminal justice data communication network.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the renewal of the Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement.  This agreement operates in conjunction with the JPA approved above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Veteran’s Memorial Park is progressing well but with an issue raised by MDOT regarding right-of-way issues in that area.  The r/w in that area is an unusual shape and a slight portion of the planned park encroaches in that area.  Plans will be amended and construction will cease for now on the west side of the bike path.  The committee and City staff will work with the various MDOT officials and departments for guidance on the appropriate improvements to the area and the acquisition of any needed permits or permissions.
Get-Well wishes were given to Tom Driscoll, EDA Chair, hoping for a speedy recovery.
Council member Bunke asked that public works also check the speed limit signage on Stevens Avenue/Highway 30 as some are obscured by tree branches and speeding drivers are often an issue in that area.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m.
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