REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2019
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Benson, O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve the July 22, 2019 regular council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard:  Jon Thompson, RP Superintendent, attended the meeting to introduce himself to the Council and provide a little background on himself and his teaching and administrative experiences.  Thompson stated it was a pleasure to be in Rushford and he was looking forward to the school year.  He also encouraged council members to reach out to him on any issues.  
The following notices were reviewed:

· Newsletter #6 & #7 for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvement Project; it was noted work was progressing well.  Council member Benson reported she had received positive reports from the homeowners in the area, stating that both Zenke, Inc. crew and Bolton & Menk staff were very nice to work with, providing information and assistance as needed.
· Notice from Fillmore County Zoning regarding a public hearing on the Floodplain Ordinance amendment they held on August 6, 2019.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 08/12/19

· Approval of PWD Overtime and Banked Hours Report
· Approval of the Financial Statement
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the Police Dept. May Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Approval of updated EDA/RLF balances
Upon roll call all voted aye.

First item of business was to hold a public hearing and receive public comment as per public notification, to consider the Adoption of the Ordinance Granting a Franchise to Ace Telephone Association DBA AcenTek to Operate and/or Maintain a Cable Television System in the City of Rushford and Setting Forth Conditions Accompanying the Grant of the Franchise.   The notice of the public hearing and copy of Cable Television Franchise Ordinance were provided for review.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to open the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted the AcenTek Franchise was up for renewal and negotiations were begun for a new contract.  The attached staff memo detailed one of the major modifications was to propose rates/charges for the franchise fee and the PEG fees.  It was noted State statute allows for a 5% franchise fee, while this agreement calls for a 2.5% franchise fee.  The PEG fee was originally proposed to be 1% of revenues, but after evaluating the capital replacement expenses, it was recommended a .75% PEG fee would be sufficient.  In two years the Council may consider increasing each of the fees as per contract language.  AcenTek has provided an estimate of a customer’s fee with the 2.5% franchise and 1.00% PEG fee added on.  It was noted the City will be using the same contract language to begin negotiations with Mediacom.  Darren Moser of AcenTek provided some information and comments on the proposed agreement.  No citizen were in attendance with any questions or comments.  Motion by Benson seconded by Linder to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to adopt the Ordinance Granting a Franchise to Ace Telephone Association DBA AcenTek to Operate and/or Maintain a Cable Television System in the City of Rushford and Setting Forth Conditions Accompanying the Grant of the Franchise.  A condensed version of the ordinance to be published was approved along with the fees of 2.5% Franchise Fee and .75% PEG fee to be charged monthly on the AcenTek accounts.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Police Chief Adam Eide attended the meeting and provided the Council with a memo to fill the open, full-time patrol officer position by moving part-time Officer Darin Daveau to a full-time position.  The requirements of the bargaining unit contract have been met by posting of the position opening, with two part-time officers expressing interest, both of whom met the criteria for the position.  Oral interviews were held with both candidates.  It was noted that Daveau has a four-year law enforcement degree and was previously employed for five years as a full-time officer in Houston.  Eide noted he felt Daveau has proven to be a good employee and believes he will make an excellent full-time employee and fine addition to the department.  It was recommended to hire Daveau at Grade 6/Step 2, with an additional move to Step 3 in January, 2020.  Start date for employment is to be 8/26/19 while Daveau gives notice to his current employer.   Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to accept the recommendation of Chief Eide regarding the hiring, start date and rate of pay for Daveau.  Mayor Hallum and Councilmember Benson noted they had participated in the interview process and agreed with the recommendation.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2019-057 Acknowledging Sponsorship and Support of the Rushford Police Dept. Bicycle Safety Class.  Various vendors provided $960.00 and in-kind services for the event.  Sgt. Nate Klinski and Officer Darin Daveau conducted the bicycle safety class on Saturday, July 27, 2019.  The Council noted they appreciated the business participating and sponsorship of this event.  Upon roll call all voted aye
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2019-056 authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to enter into a Limited Use Permit No. 2305-0041 with the State of MN, Dept. of Transportation to install, operate, use and maintain a parklet on Highway 30 in the City of Rushford.  The parklet design has been approved by the State (pending State signatures on the LUP) and the building permit has also been processed and is ready to be put into place.  It was noted this is a private/public partnership which will benefit the entire down-town area.  Amy Feller of Jessie St. Java noted she would be conducting fund raising efforts for the construction of the parklet.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Airport Commission met recently and provided several recommendations:
1.  Acknowledge that no proposals were received for the FBO position; perhaps another RFP will be conducted at a later date.
2.  Mike Thern provided 30 days’ notice for relinquishing FBO duties and vendor of avgas – issues, protocols and information will be turned over to the City within the next few weeks

Thern requested continuation of his lease abatement which has been in place since 2007.  The Airport Commission recommends lease abatement on two hangars through 2021 and thereafter two hangars leased at the rate of one.  Discussion was held on the value provided by Thern meeting/greeting other pilots.  Financial breakdown was also provided of the arrival/departure building original costs and investments.  Discussion was held on the FBO position and change over of duties.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the lease abatements as recommended by the airport commission contingent upon Thern working on the transition to hand over FBO duties and contingent upon the ability to renegotiate the abatement if a new FBO is put in place during the time period of the abatement.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Reports and Miscellaneous:

· Openings on Commissions and Boards:  2 for EDA, 3 for Airport, 1 for Electric, 1 for Planning

· Draft Tobacco Ordinance will be available for review in September
· The School Speed Zone is close to final approval from MDOT; crosswalks will be painted soon but signage may not be done until into September

· The new Chevy Squad car is in service, the Caprice traded off and many parts/pieces/lights/etc. were re-used in the new squad; the older Tahoe is in for warranty repair work at this time

· The Bluff Land Tri event is schedule for this coming Saturday

· The music event, Root River Jams, held last weekend had a good turn out and Shawnee’s band also had a good turnout earlier in the afternoon; the call was made to move the event indoors to the Legion due to uncertain weather conditions

· Farmer’s Win Elevator will start to vacuum out their storage bins next week and will attempt to keep the disruption and dust levels manageable.  The bins were auctioned off and will be dismantled and removed from the area.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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