REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 13, 2012
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on a strategic planning date and an update on the Christmas Tree Project. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the minutes of July 23, 2012 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Notification of Expo Culinaria, an Experience of Taste, Saturday, September 22nd, 5-8 p.m.  downtown Rushford.
· Notification from Ace Communications Group regarding HD channels to be added to their line-up effective 8/23/12.

· Notification from Mediacom regarding video rate adjustments and updates on channel offerings, legislative efforts and broadband services.
· Invitation to Rushford Clinic Telemedicine Demonstration Open House, Wednesday, August 22nd 5-7 p.m.

· Copy of letter State Representative Greg Davids sent to Katharine Tinucci, Governor’s Office regarding school funding initiatives.

· Notification of the merger of BDM Engineering with MSA Professional Services.

· Reminder of State Primary Election, August 14, 2012.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 08/13/12
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report.

· Approval of July Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of July Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
· Approval of Resolution 2012-034 Rushford American Legion Riders Post 94, Inc. Exemption from Lawful Gambling License to hold a fund raising activity at the Legion Club on 2/23/13.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to open the public hearing to consider receiving information regarding the delinquent amounts for unpaid charges due to the City and to receive testimony from any interested public parties.  It was explained certified notice had been sent to the property owner of this past due account.  The owners have moved and the City wishes to levy the charges against the property to insure payment of the utilities.  No one was present to offer remarks during the public hearing.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to close the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Terri Benson of the Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce reviewed with the Council the plans for the Expo Culinaria event, erecting a tent and blocking a portion of Jessie Street near the downtown area.  The event will showcase local restaurants and their offerings which offering a fun opportunity for a professional chef cook-off.  The event also ties into the “taste of the trails” events of all cities along the trail.  Logistics will be coordinated with public works, emergency services and neighboring business owners.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to allow the use of a portion of the street and to encourage everyone to attend this event and support the local businesses.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the police chief position to be open upon Chief Stensgard’s retirement.  The Labor/Management committee has recommended following the language of the personnel policy and the bargaining unit agreement and post the open position for interested and qualified employees to apply.  Council member Dahl asked what the County would offer for policing.  Council member Bunke noted he is not sure the County is ready to move in that direction.  He also stated this is standard procedure but as a logical progression there will need to be a thorough discussion on the level of policing going forward and for providing services to our neighbors, wanting the new Chief to be in on that discussion.  Council member Honsey stated the City would be fortunate to have Sgt. Eide apply for the job, being an experienced and qualified officer.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to post the open position of Chief of Police for the required five days.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to adopt Resolution 2012-035 Acknowledging with Thanks the donation of $250.00 from the Ace Telephone Casual Day Fund and a matching $250.00 from the Ace Telephone Association to the Rushford Ambulance Service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept the appointment of Robert (Bob) Spartz, Jr. to serve on the Rushford Municipal Electric Commission, filling the vacant position with a term to the end of December 2013.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to award the sale of the 2008 Chevy Tahoe (former police squad) to the highest bidder, Chicago Motors, Inc. in the amount of $10,207.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to adopt Resolution 2012-036 Certifying the Past Due Billings to the Fillmore County Auditor for collection with the 2013 Property Taxes for Parcel #06.0206.000.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the bike path and the need to establish a new crosswalk at the north end of the Highway 43 Bridge for safe bike and pedestrian crossing.  MDOT engineering indicates an existing crossing at Center Street which is no longer viable because of the new levee in that area.  Otomo Engineering has prepared a cost estimate for the crossing.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to adopt Resolution 2012-037 to the MN Dept. of Transportation, requesting a new crosswalk location at the North end of the Truck Highway 43 Bridge Crossing Rush Creek and removing the West Center Street crossing.  The City will also be responsible for the installation or markings and ongoing maintenance.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Cost estimates will be reviewed to provide a cost estimate utilizing public works.
A staff report was reviewed regarding an advisory group to study and suggest improvements to the trail and park system.  The City has a park commission ordinance from 1978 which has not been activated for several years.  The existing ordinance could be modified to create an advisory committee that would also include tree board duties.  The existing Trails & Tourism group is a tri-city effort which a park board could blend with.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to repurpose the parks commission ordinance already established in the City to work and current and future park and trail development.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Administrator Sarvi provided the following updates:

· August 22nd, 6:30 p.m. a special Tri-City meeting is scheduled to discuss police services in the Tri-City area.  Council member Dahl volunteered to attend with Mayor Hallum.

· Levee recertification is almost complete, few punch list items remaining

· Bike trail is shaped and ready for paving this week

· USDA paperwork has been submitted for funding for liquor store remodeling; State has to review architectural drawings; will also be providing terms and conditions of the note; bidding is still 4-6 weeks out yet and will be a winter project
· Lot 1, Blk 2 Himlie Business Park potential sale to Family Dollar Store, provided a letter of intent to purchase land to build a 8,000 square foot building; have been getting details on zoning, design, planning, etc.; EDA and Planning Commission will review when land sale is finalized and development plan is provided
· Utility services to Jon Dammen property north of Pine Meadows Lane; possibility of being able to provide service without an easement from Mike Dammen; still studying prices and feasibility

· Strategic Planning meeting – possibility of setting it for October 6th, 9:00 a.m. City Hall

· Strategic Planning meeting EDA – September 15th

Discussion was held on the repair work needed on the Christmas Tree.  Tri-County Electric has been maintaining the tree and has determined substantial work must be done; proposing a “hinged” tree that could be fixed on the ground (as designed by Ken Connaughty).  Price estimates were provided for the proposed repair plans along with donations/in-kind contributions from the various entities involved in the project; indicating a remaining amount of approximately $7,500.  Discussion was held on past fund raising efforts in coordination with the Chamber for Christmas decorations and the possibility of another joint effort on this project.  Councilmember Honsey stated he felt the tree was part of Rushford similar to the bluff sign and should be supported.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to continue to move forward on this project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting adjourn at approximately 7:40 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
August 13, 2012 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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