REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 14, 2017
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the agenda as presented.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the July 24, 2017, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Notification was presented at this time that the Council would be holding a closed session at the end of this meeting  as permitted by MN Statute 13D.03.  The purpose of the session is to consider negotiation strategies and/or discuss labor negotiation proposals.  The meeting will be recorded and regulations followed as per MN Statutory language provided. 

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Judy Tekautz, 702 Lamplighter’s Lane expressed her concern with the Council discussing the infrastructure and possible purchase of the two properties in her subdivision.  She stated they were unsure if they could or should make improvements to their home, they have heard comments downtown and they don’t have enough information.  She was reminded the Council had a preliminary, planning discussion at a recent council meeting and had decided to gather more information.  Administrator Chladek had met with Mr. & Mrs. Tekautz to discuss the Council’s preliminary review.  He stated that by the next Council meeting more detail will be made available from an engineering and financing standpoint.
The following notices and communications were reviewed:

· Notification from MN Dept. of Education regarding the acceptance of the 2016 annual library report,   Statistics were provided including the fact that patrons made over 24 million visits to Minnesota’s 355 public libraries.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 08/14/17; the Clerk answered some questions regarding some vendors and payments made
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 
· Approval of Police Department Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of Police Department Activity Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Acceptance of resignation of Judy Darwin from Planning Commission; with thanks for services provided.

· Approval of Resolution 2017-048 Authorization to Execute Dept. of Transportation Grant Agreement for Airport Maintenance & Operation.  This agreement will be in effect for state fiscal years 2017 and 2018 for requesting state aid for eligible costs incurred for maintaining the airport.  It was noted the grant pays for 75% of eligible costs not to exceed $16,145.00 for each state fiscal year.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Rushford Economic Development Authority held their regular meeting on 8/9/17 and presented the following items for Council consideration:

1.  Request approval of funding of $1,800.00 for  Kiosk Project to market the downtown community; funding costs being shared by Fillmore County SHIP, RPVCC, RCF and EDA.  A sample photo was provided of the informational display map and graphics.  It is unsure exactly where the Kiosks would be placed, but most likely will be Historical Depot site and Niggle Field area.  It is possible a smaller version may some day be incorporated at the R/P School.  Discussion was held on the potential locations and graphics to be displayed, with the RPVCC staff working with local businesses to ensure the mapping and display provides the needed information to visitors.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the EDA’s Kiosk Project and funding from the EDA 202 Fund for $1,800.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

2. An staff report was reviewed detailing the EDA’s discussion on their budget for operational needs, being conscious of appropriate reserves for the fund, and acknowledging the deficit in that fund if expenses are not reduced.  Currently land purchase payments are coming in and transfers in are provided from the flood recovery fund for administrative expense; both of which will end in approximately five years.  Discussion has been held for several years to reduce the CEDA contract (currently at $39,926.00 for 16 hours per week).  It was noted the City appreciates the work CEDA has done and would possibly still use their services for special projects or on an as-needed basis.  Administrator Chladek has spoken with Ron Ziegler of CEDA regarding the City’s needs vs. what they can provide.  It was noted that the City currently has a contract with RPVCC for services and at some point changes could be made to the scope of those services to help meet the City’s needs.  Members Honsey and Benson, both of whom also serve on the EDA, indicated that considerable discussion had been held on their appreciation for CEDA services, but also the need to be smarter with their limited budget.  The EDA’s recommendation is to adjust the 2018 budget to not renew the CEDA contract and to make more use of existing staff capabilities, keeping open special projects needs as they should arise.  Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to accept the recommendation of the EDA and not renew the CEDA contract for 2018.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was to review the recommendation of the Rushford Planning Commission from their meeting of 8/1/17 regarding small wireless facilities.  New legislation allows wireless providers to place equipment on city-owned infrastructure or in the public right of way, subject to the local government’s permitting and approval process.  Planning Commission minutes from their meeting were provided for review.  The Commission has given approval of a site on Industrial Road for placement of a pole in the City’s right of way; subject to a “Rights-of-Way and Pole Attachment Agreement” being entered into, rental fees being agreed to and building permit paperwork being processed.  Ryan Streff, permitting manager for Mobilitie had presented information to the Planning Commission and was present at this meeting as well to provide a power point and further information to the Council.  Information was presented on the increased mobile data trends and the need to provide enhanced services as not every carrier has service in this area.  Visitors, friends or business people who come to the area want more than just cell phone coverage, they expect to access data from their phones as well.  The small cell technology is dependent on topography but needs to be closer to the population and can’t just be attached to a tower on the bluff.  The Mobilitie Company is 15 years old and currently is providing services for Sprint.  Information from the League of MN Cities was also provided detailing the statutory language of the new law.  A building permit will be required for construction of the pole and fixtures.  After considerable discussion of the issue, there was a Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve the Industrial Road pole site, subject to working out the language and fees of an agreement with Mobilitie.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The following information was provided for updates and reports on new or on-going initiatives:
· Open positions exist on Airport, Electric, Tree Boards and Planning Commission
· It was noted work will soon begin on Feeder #5 project with an outage being planned for a short period sometime during the first week of October; more detail will be made available later.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to close the regular meeting at 7:45 to go into closed session  to consider negotiation strategies and/or discuss labor negotiation proposals.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  At this time the Clerk left the meeting and the session was tape recorded.
Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to close the closed session of the council meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried.  The Clerk returned to the meeting.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:42 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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