REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 22, 2016
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell 

At 6:00 p.m.  the Mayor read the following notice:

The Rushford City Council will hold a closed council  session at 6:00 p.m. Monday, August 22, 2016, prior to the regular City Council Meeting, at the Rushford City Hall.  As permitted by MN Statute 13D.05, Open Meeting Law, and Statute 13.44 Property Data, the purpose of the meeting is to meet with American Consulting & Appraisal to review the appraisal data prepared for city property located at 409 S. Elm Street and develop or consider action for the sale of said property.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey to open the closed meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.
John Campe of American Consulting Appraisals discussed with the Council his report and recommendation for the City property located at 409 S. Elm Street.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to close the closed potion of the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at approximately  6:36 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the August 8, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye and Honsey abstaining as he was absent for that meeting.  Motion carried.
Elizabeth Wefel, Attorney & Lobbyist from the Coalition of Greater MN Cities was present for the annual visit to member cities to provide information on legislative changes and areas of concern. Highlights of her presentation included the following:

· CGMC works for Greater MN Cities and appreciates all the communities working and being active with the group

· Discussed what did not happen in this legislative session; property tax relief, LGA increase, regulatory relief and policy changes for sewer and water licensing, exemption for commercial properties State tax
· GOP & DFL issues – not working together; key will be to work together now to try to get consensus; this fall talking with legislators, briefing candidates, see how they will address issues

· Appears they will have no special session

· Fall conference and Legislative Action Day in February, invited council to attend and be involved

· Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Wefel for her update and for the work CGMC does in advocating for smaller cities needs

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.
Notification was provided for the SpectaculAir 2016 Warbirds Expo – September 25th 

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 8/22/16
· Approval of Police Dept. Activity Report for July

· Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Federal Aviation Administration 90% of Airport Fueling System project $268,338; Drug Free Workplace Certification and Conflict of Interest Certification.  These documents cover the federal share of the project grant and companion State grant agreements will follow.

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Jen Hengel, Chamber coordinator, reviewed with the Council the plan for the Community Wayfinding Signage.  Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce (RPVCC) has secured financial assistance from several sources including the Rushford Community Foundation and the Rushford EDA and has been coordinating the permitting process with MN Dept. of Transportation.  Hengel noted there would be 8 signs in Rushford and 1 in Peterson and would incorporate the “take root” brand adopted by the community.   The signs need to  follow MDOT signage rules regarding fonts, colors, pictograph, location on intersections, retro reflectivity and size.  Discussion was held regarding adding the Veteran’s Memorial Park to the signage.  MDOT will need to approve a master plan and will need to approve any amendments to the attractions and plans.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2016-051 A Resolution Supporting Community Wayfinding Signage.  The resolution states the City will comply with MDOT regulations and will be solely responsible for the construction, installation and maintenance.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A recommendation was received from the Planning Commission regarding the new Temporary Family Health Care Dwelling Statute 462-3593.  This legislation is designed to permit certain types of recreational vehicles, modular housing or manufactured housing to be used as temporary family dwellings; transitional housing for seniors or persons with temporary health issues. Discussion was held on the problems that could develop in neighborhoods with this type of temporary housing, and the accumulation of protected health information that would be required.  A City cannot partially opt out or partially adopt pieces of  the program or change the statutory language.  The recommendation of the Planning Commission is to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance opting-out of the requirements of this Statute.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to set a public hearing for September 12, 2016 to consider the adoption of an Ordinance Opting-Out of the Requirements of MN Statutes, Section 462.3593.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was also noted that this type of dwelling is a separate issue entirely from the “tiny house” structures which are becoming popular.  A flyer from the MN Dept of Labor & Industry was provided for review:  Tiny Houses Code Fact Sheet.

The following recommendations were provided from the Economic Development Authority from their regular August meeting:
1. Loan status review of Village Auto Line of Credit – letter send to Baker’s to begin making payments on the balance due from line of credit

2. Loan status review of Rushford Hypersonic whose forbearance expired July 1, 2016 and no paperwork or request has been received as requested.  The EDA recommendation is to send a Notice of Right to Cure Loan Default letter to cure the default within 30 days or the defaulted loan will be turned over to City Council for legal Acton for collection

3. Loan status review of SE MN Historic Bluff Country (HBC) to grant 9 month forbearance  as they attempt collection of restitution and bring in new membership.  HBC is currently paid up on loan payments and past due utility bills.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to approve the actions above as recommended by the EDA.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the recommendation of the EDA to retain the services of Darr Realty to market the City’s real estate properties, land and lots.  A proposal was provided for marketing through the MLS system along with minimum commission of $999.00 per transaction.  If he brings a purchaser that initiated someone to use their option, Darr’s would be paid $500.00.  If someone executed an option earlier, there would be no charge.  It was noted that the City will also be listing these parcel with the DEED on-line website.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The EDA also made a recommendation that the Council  provide a minimum of $25,000.00 in funding through levy or LGA apportionment to the 202 EDA fund for operating administrative purposes.  The EDA fund has been spending down fund balances for several years.

A recap of the existing EDA/RLF loan status was provided for review.
It was noted the next regular council meeting, September 12, 2016, will start at 5:30 p.m. for the presentation from Brian Malm, of Bolton-Menk, Inc. of the general development plan for land located in the Village north of the City.  The Grimsrud’s, Iverson’s and Village officials will be invited to attend.  The study is work product for the City for future planning efforts.

The following updates were provided to the council:

· Flashing yellow lights have been installed on the pedestrian crossing signs on either side of the north end bridge

· MDOT will soon be painting the crosswalk on the north side of the bridge
· Hillcrest Drive project will also be getting the street light poles replaced during the electrical upgrades, making use of existing metal poles in stock

· Hillcrest Drive project has had some manholes and materials determined to be unacceptable and will be returned to the manufacturer

· After the recent storm/heavy rains Hillcrest Drive gravel and dirt washed down through the sewer system through the High Street lift station; Generation X will be required to clean and video the sewer line the entire length to insure there are no sediment build up  and no damages

· Report has been received of a bee problem in Creekside park, which public works personnel are taking care of

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
August 22, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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