REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2020
The Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting is not practical or feasible due to the health pandemic, COVID-19. This meeting is being conducted by an electronic group meeting on Zoom where all participating council and staff members are able to hear and see one another.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Volkman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Ryman to approve the August 10, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
No interested citizens asked to join the meeting.
The following notices were reviewed:

· Letter from Robert W. Bunke regarding the Rushford Municipal Airport thanking the City for the good job of clean-up after the fire and the renovations at the A/D building.
· Letter from MN Dept. of Health regarding Lead/Copper Water Monitoring results; indicating City has not exceeded action level or either.  The ten homes that provided samples were sent letters with their individual reports and Dept. of Health fact sheets.

· Annual presentation from Southern MN Initiation Foundation (SMIF) regarding their projects and updating the Council on their activities.  Links to various reports and You Tube videos were provided from Jennifer Nelson of SMIF to review in lieu of a visit or presentation from SMIF staff. The spring SMIF newsletter was also attached for review.

· Last day of Aquatic Center 8/21/20; PWD plans to do the annual painting (this year in the deep end).  Report of statistics and revenue/expenditures will be provided later.

Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 08/24//20
· Approval of Police Activity Report for July   
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Derek Olinger of Bolton & Menk joined the meeting regarding the TH 30 Reconstruction project and changes to the scope of the project.  The formal approval process of the project will occur in the next few months as part of the geometric layout and municipal consent approval.  At this time Olinger needed to discuss a design change from MDOT, gather information and report back to MDOT.  No decisions had been made yet but one residential building on the westerly end of  Hwy 30 is in the State right-of-way and has to be brought up to current highway standards.  Options explored  by MDOT included a new wall (up to 10’ tall) and new guard rails for safety at an approximate cost of $200-$250,000.00  The second option involved the acquisition of a portion of the property, demolition of the house, removal of existing wall and fill and regrade the area so that no walls or guard rails would be necessary at an approximate cost of $200-225,000.00.  MDOT prefers this second option as it makes for less maintenance in the future.  MDOT would negotiate and compensate  the owner of the home, and help with relocation costs of the current renter.  With demo of the house and proper grading, the owner would still have a large, buildable lot to either build new or sell to someone to build on.  Questions were asked regarding providing water and sewer utilities to the lot; providing driveway access; possibility of moving the house; possibility of changing the road right-of-way.   Olinger addressed all of these questions, noting that this parcel on the west end is the last area to be factored into the geometric layout for MDOT.   MDOT would cover the costs involved, with the City only  responsible for some design cost changes for the new slope.  After discussion the consensus was that it was unfortunate to lose a home, but that options remain for a better buildable lot.  Olinger is to report back to MDOT that the City accepts their preferred option for this property but to  be sure adequate access is provided for the lot and sewer and water be provided either from Hwy 30 or from the backside of the lot.  
Motion by Ryman  seconded by O’Donnell to approve Resolution 2020-030 Bonding Bill Resolution encouraging lawmakers to pass a bonding bill in the special session to be held in September.  The Resolution would be sent to area elected officials, heads of the House and Senate and to Governor Walz.  Although Rushford has no specific project in mind under this bonding bill, it is important to continue with long term investment in neigh boring community projects.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Several recommendations were provided from the recent Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting held on 8/12/20:
· Motion by Ryman seconded  by Volkman to appoint Carl Schollmeier to serve on the EDA.   Schollmeier had attended the last EDA meeting and participated in discussions.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

· Discussion was held on contracting with the University of MN Extension for $1,000.00 for a report to measure the economic value of various housing options, both short term and long term.  The EDA had recommended entering into the study to help plan for future strategies, plan for future spending and identify services that may be missing from the local economy.  Volkman noted he didn’t see the benefit in this type of study and did not think it was a wise use of spending.  Discussion was held with other council members noting they like to see this type of data to help make decisions.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Benson, Ryman, Linder, O’Donnell  Voting no:  Volkman.  Motion carried.
· Review of Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce COVID-19 Business Impact Follow-up survey.  The survey indicated big differences on the impact felt by local businesses.  Ryman noted that local community banks were helpful to area businesses.  Benson noted that Jen Hengel of RPVCC had done a good job providing information to Chamber members about grants and various programs that were available.\

· Review of Micro-Grant matching funds program for activities/events – a means to help sponsor activities to bring more people to town.  Ryman noted that the recent  Bluffland Tri event doubled from past years with a lot of people coming from other locations; looking for an activity to take part in.
Discussion was held on the Coronavirus Relief Funds; Coronavirus Aid, Relief & Economic Security (CARES) Act.  Last council meeting a memo was reviewed which detailed the eligible and ineligible uses, the elements that must be satisfied to expend the funds, the record keeping requirements, the timelines involved for obligating the funds, and the methods that could be used to expend the funds outside of specific City costs.  Sample forms were provided for council review:  CARES Relief Act Funding Application, Grant Review form, Resolution for Council to approve grant payment, Grant Recap form to track grant payments.  It was noted a separate fund has been set up for these funds, with authorized city expenses being paid from that fund.  Business and Non-Profits may apply for funding for those with defined loss, hardship, need or future needs.  The forms will be made available on the city web-site and through the Chamber with the first deadline of 9/21/20.  A committee will review the applications in batches and payments can also be made in batches.  Council members Volkman and Ryman volunteered to serve on the review committee along with staff.  It was also noted that Fillmore County EDA just released information about a grant program they are offering to businesses as well.
Staff updates and reports included the following:
· Library Board continuing with curb side operations, on-site appointments and distance programming events; regular meeting coming up next month
· Electrical Commission email update was provided for review, keeping members informed on issues, events, and the 2020 project movement, other electrical maintenance issues and so forth.

Motion by Volkman seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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