REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of receiving a report from Elizabeth Wefel of the Coalition of Greater MN Cities.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to approve the August 24, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with Glen Palecek reading a statement about the R/P School building project; the easement with the School and his lawyer’s opinion, and his request that the Council not approve the School plans.
The following notifications were received:
· Notification from Acentek regarding the NFL RedZone channel option

· Taste of the Trail – 5th Annual Event – September 26th 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  09/14/15
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Approval of confirmation of retaining Smith, Schafer & Associates to conduct the annual audit for year ending 12/31/15.

· Notification of Pay Equity Compliance, from the MN Management & Budget Office, following official review of the 2015 pay equity report.

· Review of Jeremiah Munson 2015 Eagle Scout Project Brochure

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
First item of business was to hear from Elizabeth Wefel, of the Coalition of Greater MN Cities providing a report on the 2015 Legislative session.  Highlights include:
· Session did not meet expectations for greater Minnesota
· No bonding bill

· LGA funding not increased; trying to get levels back to 2002; gave tax cuts and breaks instead of increase to funding

· Big divide between House and Senate on many issues

· Economic Development work included workforce housing, jobs training and broadband

· Broadband funding seemed popular and publicly supported, but not much revenue set aside; needed for economic development in non-metro areas

· Environmental bills – stressing impact studies before changes to PCA rules

· Annexation – townships still pushing some actions

· Transportation – some wanted to raise gas taxes, some wanted to give cities more funding; some transportation funding provided to smaller cities; budgeted for one year only

· Fall conference coming up in November

· Coalition welcomed three new cities; cities and city efforts are stronger when work together

Roger Knutson attended the meeting to review and discuss with the Council his first few weeks in the position of Public Works Director as well as on-going projects and planning:
· Streets reviewed for rebuilding had sewer utilities cleaned and videotaped to identify problem areas; next year’s work plan will reflect need for those improvements

· Patching is being done this fall and some crack filling; chip sealing will follow next year

· Sand/gravel shed being built at the shop site

· Sludge hauling will occur as usual in October

· Trees being wrapped and fenced to protect from deer; identification of ash trees will be part of overall policy and plan being developed

Council members stated they appreciated the updates on public works activities with Robert Dahl wishing to give kudos to the entire department for doing a good job.

Discussion was held on the vacancy in the Public Works Department, Maintenance Worker 1 positon. Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to declare the vacancy and post the position for the required five days to allow any qualified members within all AFSCME bargaining unites to apply and be considered for the position.  A Selection Process and Criteria packet was provided for review.  This mandatory process would be used if there is no current employee interested in the position.  This system for scoring and ranking potential employees has been used successfully many times and will meet guidelines as established in the City’s personnel policy, bargaining unit agreements and as per state and federal law.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the sale of the 2007 GMC Pickup resulting from the sealed bid received 9/3/15.  Notices were posted around town, published in local paper, posted several times on Facebook and listed on Craig’s List with a minimum acceptable bid of $8,500.00.  One bid was submitted by Reliable Pest Management, Rushford, MN in the amount of $8,600.10.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the sale of the 2012 Chevy Tahoe squad car to St. Cloud State University, MN Highway Safety & Research Center.  The sale includes emergency lighting, control box, push bumper and rear partition for the College to utilize the vehicle for training purposes.  Sale price of the vehicle is $11,000.00 and equipment $1,500.00 for a total sale price of $12,500.00.  The City does not need to comply with competitive bidding requirements when selling equipment to the federal government, the State or any political subdivision of the State.  This price is consistent with and actually exceeds previous sales of similar used equipment.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

R/P School Site Plan was provided for review with highlighted areas including changes from the 8/24/15 meeting and addressing the on-going reviews with City engineer, Otomo Engineering and R/P School Engineer, ATS&R.  Ron Spoden of ATS&R was present to answer questions regarding the site plan as well as Supt. Ehler and Board Chair Linder.  Council member Colbenson asked if anything had been done with the ponds; with Spoden explaining there would be no changes as MPCA regulations must be followed, no direct flow is allowed to the Rush Creek and flood plain issues in the area needed to be dealt with.  Supt. Ehler reiterated that the school would take care of and control any mosquito issues that may arise.  Council member Bunke asked for clarification of what would be constructed in the easement on the east side of the property, the Palecek easement.  It was noted there would be no hydrant in the easement and no walls, buildings or fences.  The easement will have an improved surface, either pavement or crushed rock and access will not be hindered by the school construction.  It was also noted the school has agreed to provide utilities on both the east and west sides that will enable other property owners to hook onto city utilities.
A letter was provided by Malkerson Gunn Martin, LLP, attorneys for Glen and Denise Palecek, received late this afternoon at City Hall via fax.  The letter claims issues with the easement and claims a violation of the access agreement.  Both Linder and Ehler stated the school acknowledges and will insure an unhindered perpetual access easement for the Paleceks.  They stated this easement is a private matter between the school and the Paleceks, not a city issue, and that the Paleceks do have other legal remedies they can pursue if they do not agree.  Administrator Sarvi noted that both City Attorney Chiglo and a League of MN Cities Attorney had reviewed the access agreement and language and have stated this is an issue between the school and the landowner.  The City’s site plan review is based on existing zoning and ordinances and extensive review by the city engineer.   The City attorney has suggested the site plan can be approved subject to easements and restrictions of record.  Councilmember Colbenson expressed concern with the City being in the middle of a lawsuit.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the R/P School site plan review as presented, noting the fine tuning of some engineering issues between Otomo Eng. and ATS&R and that the plan be approved subject to easements and restrictions of record.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dahl, Honsey, Hallum, Bunke.  Voting No:  Colbenson.  Motion carried.
List of upcoming committee meeting was provided with minutes from past meetings as follows:
Library Board – minutes of March, May and July meetings

Rushford EDA – minutes of April, May, June, July meetings

Airport Commission – minutes of April, May, June, July meetings

Planning Commission – minutes of April, June, July, August meetings

Electric Commission – minutes of March and May meetings

Labor/Management Meeting – minutes of April, June, July, August meetings
Next council meeting the preliminary budget information and resolution will be provided.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

September 14, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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