REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020
The meeting was held at the City Hall Council Chambers, following sanitizing, social distancing and mandatory mask rules.  Portions of the meeting were also available via electronic media presentation.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Resolution 2020-035   regarding airport project grant.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the August 24, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
There were no citizens wishing to address the council at this time.

The following notices were reviewed:

· Rushford-Peterson Valley Chamber (RPVCC) newsletter and “Celebrate Fall: decorating contest
· FAA Grants have been released (not to exceed $821,707.00) for the electrical vault and asphalt renovation projects.  Electrical project will procced as planned.  The contractor and engineer have determined it is best to wait until spring for the asphalt renovation project.  Notice to proceed and pre-con meeting will be scheduled in the spring for the asphalt project.

Motion by Volkman seconded by Ryman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 09/14/20
· Approval of PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report      
· Approval of the Financial Statement 
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report 
· Approval of the Police Dept. Activity Report

· Approval of Utility Funds Recap Report
· Approval of COVID-19 Exposure, Prevention, Preparedness and Response Plan

· Approval of renewal of contract with RPVCC – slight change in services, no change in compensation

· Review of Deer Hunting Policy and permit process in City; since put into place in 2014 the number of permits has been 9,3,4,4,1,1; State-wide bow hunting opens Sept. 19th
· Approval of Resolution 2020-035 Authorization to Execute MnDOT Grant Agreement #1044904 for Airport Improvement, State Project A2311-32
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Derek Olinger, Bolton & Menk, Inc. was present for “Preliminary Engineering Report Trunk Highway 30 Reconstruction Project”.  As directed by previous Council action, the feasibility report is designed to detail the existing and proposed conditions, project costs, funding, assessment calculation methods and other details.  A power point presentation included the following highlights:
· This project identified several years ago to cooperate with MnDOT and the City’s long term financing planning for Capital Projects has included this project for 2022

· Existing conditions for both residential and downtown streets/sidewalks 

· Design challenges of steep boulevards and driveways and downtown sidewalk slope

· Storm sewer installed in 50’s & 80’s, does not meet current design standards for inlets, grate type and piping size; several deteriorating structures

· Sanitary sewer has long segments between manholes, unsealed connections, plan to increase pipe size to 8”, and need to keep sump pump/groundwater out of sanitary
· Water main is undersized, installed in 50’s and 70’s, long dead-end lines, brittle corroded pipe, fire control issue; plan to upgrade to 10” PVC, new curb stops, new valves and more hydrants

· Upsizing water main to potentially serve westerly development area would cost $15,000. Upsizing sanitary main would cost $42,000.

· Proposed street travel lane width is set at 12’ with parking lane width at 12’ in downtown and 8’ in residential

· Proposed sidewalk is set at 5’ in residential and 10’-12’ in downtown areas – noting that ADA standards change often pedestrian and handicapped accessibility is a high standard
· Proposed bump outs on Elm Street will be in the preliminary design, but MnDOT requires engineers to prove they are need needed and then can be removed from final design

· Decorative street lighting planned for downtown area to match the Hwy 43 lighting; could lower costs by keeping decorative poles in the downtown area only
· Estimated cost of project $5,200,359.00 with State Share being $2,868,884.05 through cost sharing agreements with MnDOT; various components of the project are covered at different percentages

· Extra costs for this project include right of way acquisition that was not required for the Hwy 43 project; this project will also be administered by MnDOT which will charge us an administration fee

· City Share to be covered by bond sale, utility funds and special assessments

· Assessment calculation method follows policy of front foot method for street and sidewalk; unit methods for sanitary sewer and water connections; adjustments made for odd shaped lots or differing types of services

· Assessments are preliminary, final amounts won’t be certified until after bids are let’ 

Comparison provided for assessments charged out for the 2014, 2016 and 2019 projects and found to be comparable and in line with past assessments

· A public informational meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 8th from 2:00 – 4:00 and from 5:30 – 7:30 at Montini Hall, 103 N. Mill Street – notices will be mailed to all affected property owners
Much discussion was held on the project, with Olinger answering several questions.  Mark Trogstad-Issackson of MnDOT “attended” the meeting via electronic means and provided some input as well.  After discussion it was the consensus of the Council to leave the sewer at 8” and not upsize that toward the westerly area as there  was not enough benefit; Council decided to upsize the water line to 10” as there was direct benefit for that upgrade at a relatively low price; and Council decided to have the decorative street light poles go up to Norsland Lefse only. Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Ryman to adopt Resolution 2020-034 Receiving the Feasibility Report and Calling for Hearing on Improvements.  The resolution notes the proposed improvement is necessary, cost-effective and feasible and to incorporate the three areas agreed upon and listed above regarding water size, sewer size and decorative lighting.  The resolution also notes the public hearing shall be held on the proposed improvements on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at the 6:30 p.m. City Council meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Olinger also provided a brief update on the progress of the canoe launch project with the Corps of Engineers still in the process of reviewing the additional reports they requested from the City.  COE funding will be reallocated October 1st which will allow them to finish their review.

Olinger also reported that FEMA has responded with some additional questions to the Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) request submitted on behalf of Nannestad Lane and Green Street property owners.  Work progresses to get as many property owners on board to cover the cost of the flood mapping mitigation efforts.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman to approve Resolution 2020-031 amending the  appointing of election judges for 2020 general election.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Ryman seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-033 Acknowledging with thanks the volunteer efforts of several citizens involved in a downtown clean-up effort:  Lori & Steve Hungerholt, Beth Tudahl, Andy, Jenny & Ryan Prinsen, Terri Benson, Jen Hengel, Shannon & Alaina Meier and Carin Hyter.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Several spreadsheets were provided to the Council detailing revenues, expenses and historical data by funds in preparation for setting the Public Comment Date and the Proposed Property Tax Levy for 2021.  The proposed maximum levy indicates a 4.52% increase over last year’s levy.  This does not mean an increase in taxes for this same percentage as that is based on property valuations, growth of valuation with the community and other factors.  A capital projects fund spreadsheet was provided indicating funds being earmarked and set aside for future purchases and projects to get best prices and avoid the need for financing costs.  A proposed maximum levy must be adopted at the next council meeting.  Council will then consider adoption of Resolution 2020-032 setting the proposed levy.   Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to set the date to hear public comment on the proposed budget and proposed property taxes to be collected in 2021 at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 14, 2020.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Volkman seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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