REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2011
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Dahl, Bunke 

Absent: Roberton
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented with Bunke asking for the addition of discussion on a budget item for both 2011 and 2012.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the September 12, 2011 meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye with Bunke abstaining due to his absence at that meeting.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one wishing to speak at this time.

The following communications were received:
· Invitation from Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) 25th Anniversary Celebration, Thursday, October 13, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. Owatonna Country Club.  Administrator Sarvi and Mayor Hallum noted they would be attending; Councilmember Dahl stated he would attend also.
· Invitation to Rushford Fire Dept. Annual Open House Saturday, October 1, 2011; safety information, handouts, displays, tours, coffee and cookies.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of verified claims for the period ending 9/26/11.

· Approval of Resolution 2011-045 acknowledging City’s approval of the 9/22/11 application by the Legion Riders for an Exemption from Lawful Gambling License to facilitate lawful gambling in the form of raffle activity at 213 State Road 16, Murphy Johnson American Legion Post 94 on February 25, 2012.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Terri Benson, Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce, discussed with the Council a proposal regarding the City’s purchase of portions of the ice skating rink accessories.  Benson provided a history of the effort last year with the Chamber, School and City coordinating efforts for the ice skating rink on school property.  Administrator Sarvi provided a staff report recommending the expenditure of $1,500.00 to the Chamber and discussed the possibility of expanding the scope of the project.  Paving the 200’ x 90’ surface would allow for a better ice skating facility and also for year-round use as a skateboard, roller blade area.  The School currently carries insurance on the area, would continue to do so, and could also potentially use the area for phy-ed classes.  Council member Bunke noted the City had gotten out of the summer recreation program and turned all over to the community education program where it served the entire area; feeling this was also an area better served by community education.  Wanting to limit City exposure, he asked about contributing funds but not taking ownership, rather letting parents and groups drive the effort.  Terry Lesser, representing hockey rink enthusiasts and parents, noted there was a group willing to help with maintenance and last year provided considerable manpower to the effort.  Discussion was held regarding the need for a business plan to see how this will all work out and defining everyone’s role in the effort.  Motion by Hallum seconded by Dahl for the City to purchase the ice skating rink boards from the Chamber for $1,500.00 and to obtain prices on an asphalt surface for the rink.  The Administrator and/or Chamber will also prepare a report of the roll of all entities in the project and the future financing plans.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2011-043 approving the State of MN Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Rushford on behalf of its City Attorney and Police Department.  The agreement allows the use of the Dept of Public Safety, BCA systems and tools in the criminal justice data communications network for the five year life of the agreement.  There is no cost for the network connection.  Prosecuting Attorney Springer has reviewed and approved the continuation of this agreement.  Upon roll all voted aye.
Information was provided regarding the removal of candidate Ladewig’s name from the upcoming ballot for city council election.  Statutory language and a letter from Attorney Chiglo were reviewed detailing that due to omitting his phone number from the affidavit of candidacy form, and Ladewig’s decision to not petition the courts for correction, his name would not be allowed on the ballot.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the grant contract with the State of MN, Dept of Natural Resources, Volunteer Fire Assistance matching grant award not to exceed $2,500.00 for the purchase of fire equipment.  The Department plans on purchasing fire tools, communication equipment and truck equipment.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2011-044 acknowledging with thanks a donation of $4,275.00 from Farmer’s Cooperative Elevator and an additional $4,275.00 from Land O’Lakes Foundation for the Rushford Fire Department for the purchase of grain rescue tube equipment.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Information was provided from the EDA Strategic Planning Session, listing strengths and opportunities; polices and projects that support the mission and vision of the EDA.  The next step will be to prioritize efforts and combine EDA and Council strategic sessions.
Council member Bunke noted he was not present at the meeting when the preliminary levy had been set, but that he felt the 2012 budget would be more challenging than what we think.  He asked that all overtime be limited to be able to carry over as much savings into 2012 as possible.  It was noted there are line items in place for anticipated overtime and supervisors generally authorize or approve the overtime.  Councilmember Honsey asked if there was any question of overtime being abused, to which it was stated that was not the issue.  Bunke asked if everyone understood the impact the market value credit shift would have and that we needed to carry over savings as much as possible into 2012.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Library Board 11/08/11; Rushford EDA 10/13/11 at 6:30 p.m.; Airport Commission 10/17/11; Planning Commission 09/18/11; RME 09/19/11.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities of areas of interest or concern to the City.

Updates on ongoing projects included:

· 2009 Municipal Project – utilities installed, working with Dammen’s for their services
· 2011 Municipal Project – sanitary mains completed, curb and gutter in progress
· Levee Corrective Measures Project – minutes provided from the 9/7/11 and 9/16/11 meeting; pre-bid meeting held 9/26/11, bid opening scheduled for 10/6/11
· Bike Trail Project – waiting for Corps Engineers final determination
· Wastewater Treatment Plant – all on schedule, some design changes taking place
· Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade –  businesses being switched over, some temporary outages to reconnect
· Special Council meeting scheduled for 9/29/11 4:30 p.m. to receive updated CIP Planning report from Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates

· Tri-City Planning Meeting – next meeting scheduled for 9/28/11 with Tim Penny attending
· CRV sewer agreement – CRV still reviewing and suggesting changes to contract; BDM Engineering to review their request

· Administrator Sarvi noted he was obtaining prices on a city hall sign; obtained a price on a wired in sound system at city hall for $10,000.

· Administrator Sarvi noted his six month review was to be held soon; asking how the council wished to proceed
· It was noted Public Works Director, Jeff Copley, had a hart attack this past Wednesday and would be off work a couple weeks.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
September 2011 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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