REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020
The meeting was held at the City Hall Council Chambers, following sanitizing, social distancing and mandatory mask rules.  Portions of the meeting were also available via electronic media presentation.

Members Present:  Mayor Benson, Council members O’Donnell, Ryman, Linder, Volkman
Staff Present:  Administrator Chladek, Clerk/Treas. Zacher
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Linder to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Linder seconded by Volkman to approve the September 14, 2020 regular council meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
There were no citizens wishing to address the council at this time.

The following notices were reviewed:

· Fly Minnesota Airports/Passport program sponsored by MnDOT Aeronautics and MN Council of Airports to promote general aviation in Minnesota.

· Response from House Rep. Melissa Hortman regarding bonding bill resolution provided to elected officials.

· Notices mailed out to Hwy 30 property owners regarding public information meeting Thursday, October 8th and Public Hearing October 13th.

· Received notification of receipt of a $3,000.00 Grant from Compeer Financial Fund for Rural America to apply towards the purchase of the power load mechanism for the ambulance power cot.

· Received notification of receipt of up to $5,000.00 from the Center for Tech & Civic Life for planning and operationalizing safe and secure election administration.

Motion by Ryman seconded by Volkman to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 09/28/20
· Review of Rushford Aquatic Center revenue/expenditure report for 2020 season with historical comparative years provided.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Volkman seconded by Linder to approve Resolution 2020-036 Acknowledging with thanks the Donation from Rushford Lions Club members for labor and MiEnergy Co-op’s Operation Round Up Program for $500.00 for materials for the refurbishing of the light strings/bulbs for the Community Holiday Tree.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The first round of the CARES Relief Grant program was provided for review.  At previous council meetings direction was given for the type of application form and information required from businesses and non-profits to apply for funding in compliance with Federal and State CARES Act funding guidelines.  Eligible expenses include actions taken to respond to the health emergency, providing economic support for those with employment or business interruptions, personal protective equipment for employees and customers with applicants defining their loss, hardship or needs.  A subcommittee of two council persons reviewed the applications and recommended this first round of payments.  A second review of applications will be conducted to incorporation information on other funding sources and other area grants an applicant may have received as well as to address any new applications that may come in.  It was noted that the dollar value applied for exceeded the amount available but the goal was to provide something to everyone that applied.  Seventeen applications were received with a total payment recommended of $57,163.81 for 16 of the applications.  Motion by Ryman seconded by O’Donnell to approve the following resolutions 2020-037 – 2020-052 and award grant payments as listed:

	CARES RELIEF GRANTS
	 
	#1 Batch

	Res
	Grant Recipient
	Date
	Loss Reimb
	Expense Reimb
	TOTAL GRANT

	2020-037
	1
	Loken's Rushford Inn
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	       4,000.00 
	        4,000.00 

	2020-038
	2
	American Legion #94
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	 
	3
	Semcac, Inc.
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	                    -   
	                     -   

	2020-039
	4
	Grace Place
	9/28/2020
	       3,500.00 
	           500.00 
	        4,000.00 

	2020-040
	5
	Linda Horihan, Inc.
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-041
	6
	Lyle's Flooring, Inc.
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-042
	7
	RPVCC
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	           483.76 
	            483.76 

	2020-043
	8
	Ross Himlie Photo
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-044
	9
	Rushford Dental
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-045
	10
	Jessie St. Java
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-046
	11
	Kitchens/Nordic Lanes
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-047
	12
	WonderInk Printing
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	       4,000.00 
	        4,000.00 

	2020-048
	13
	Stumpy's Restaurant
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-049
	14
	Wilkemeyer Day Care
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	       4,000.00 
	        4,000.00 

	2020-050
	15
	Reflektions Hair Studio
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-051
	16
	Halvorson Day Care
	9/28/2020
	       4,000.00 
	                    -   
	        4,000.00 

	2020-052
	17
	Sterling Drug 
	9/28/2020
	                    -   
	           680.05 
	            680.05 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Subtotals
	
	    43,500.00 
	     13,663.81 
	      57,163.81 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Volkman to advertise again to remind businesses of the availability of the grants and to set October 20th as the deadline.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Several spreadsheets were provided to the Council detailing revenues, expenses and historical data by funds in preparation for setting the Public Comment Date and the Proposed Property Tax Levy for 2021.  The proposed maximum levy indicates a 4.52% increase over last year’s levy.  (The average over the past six years is 5.47%.) This does not mean an increase in taxes for this same percentage as that is based on property valuations, growth of valuation with the community and other factors.  A capital projects fund spreadsheet was provided indicating funds being earmarked and set aside for future purchases and projects to get best prices and avoid the need for financing costs.  Discussion was held regarding LGA funds being allocated through several different funds.  This has proved beneficial in the past when LGA funding was cut, as no one fund had to bear the brunt of the cuts.  A memo was provided from the Clerk/Treasurer describing historical levy issues, the need to maintain adequate fund balance to get a good interest rate for the upcoming Hwy 30 bond issue, and investing in equipment and infrastructure having long term pay-offs to the community. Council members commented on capital projects and realizing a good return on levy investments with quality staff working on projects and maintenance.  Council consensus was that the proposed increase was not out of line.  Motion by Volkman seconded by O’Donnell to adopt Resolution 2020-032 setting the proposed maximum levy at $1,017,000.00 and to hear public comment on the proposed budget and taxes to be collected in 2021 at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 14, 2020.   Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council was reminded with the federal holiday on October 12th, the next regular Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 13th.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Volkman that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

September 28, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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